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A MIGHTY ATOM

Very slightly built, Fr. Robert answered the
call of the Archdiocese, displaying grit, deter- i
mination and stamina of a high order. No
microphone was required for his sermons in
the little chapel at St. Lawrence Road, where
the parish first took root. His stentorian voice
rent the air Sunday after Sunday. A fine
linguist, Fr. Robert was equally fluent in English,
Sinnhala and Tamil, and this stocd him in good
stead in leading his multi - lingual and literate
flock to God. Parishioners of that era will
remember his lucid exposition of Church Liturgy
and his untiring efforts to make St. Lawrence,
Patron of the parish and First Patron of the
City of Colombo known to one and all. As a
result the parishioners of Wellawatte were well
founded in matters of Faith, under his able

guidance.

30 LONG YEARS

The Archdiocese had made the right choice.
No wonder then that Fr. Robert was destined
to stay as Parish Priest for 30 long vyears,
perhaps the longest stay by any Parish Priest
in the Colombo region, in the history of the
Catholic Church in Sri Lanka. That Fr Robert was
able to consolidate his leadership of his flock- .|
and win their confidence for thirty long years
is in itself a great tribute to this man of God.
It is a fact that he not only baptised many at
St. Lawrence’'s but stayed long enough to
marry them and in many instances bury them
as well.

A PERFECTIONIST

What parishioners of St. Lawrence’s, past
present and future will remember Fr. Ropbert
by, will undoubtedly be the beautiful red church
with its unique design, which stands today as
one of the most impressive landmarks and archi-
tectural monuments of the matropolis and
indeed the whole of Sri Lanka.

Every ounce of brick and mortar, every
beam of steel or timber, had to pass his
eagle eye. No technical skill did he spare
to build soundly against the wear and tear
of exposure.

TRIBUTE TO SAINT LAWRENCE, MARTYR

Right through his stay at St. Lawrence’s
and particularly during the building of the
church of St. Lawrence, Fr Robert was con-
scious of the fact that the church was to be
dedicated to St. Lawrence, one of the greatest
martyrs of the Catholic Church, the Patron of
the parish of Wellawatte and above all, the
First Patron of the City of Colombo. This
church then had to be seen rising up to the
stars, soaring into the clouds, almost challeng-
ing the sky in our adoration of God. In this
context it seems a pity that Fr. Robert was

unable to complete the tower-facade in front
Af tha nracant rchirech which still remains
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Fr. Robert took great pains to emphasise
to his flock that Catholicism was preached in
Sri Lanka for the first time from the Church
of St. Lawrence, at the foot of the South

West breakwater oi the Colombo harbour, as
far back as 1505, From the purchase of the
1 3/4 acre block of land fronting Galle Road,
exactly midway between the two bridges that
guard the approaches to Wellawatte, to the
building of this Romanesque styled edifice.
so happily blending with Oriental architecture,
it was Fr. Robert who led from up front. It
was he who set the seal and laid a solid
foundation for the future.

COLLABORATION OF PASTOR & PEOPLE

It would be apt to quote from a message
of the late Thomas Cardinal Cooray, on the
occasion of the Consecration of this beautiful
church, a message of congratulation and sound
advice, in March 1968: ‘* Not to us then but
to God’'s glory in Heaven, to His saving Presence
in our midst, let this Church be a lasting
monument Let not its stateliness and
adornment convey any suggestion of challenge
To all, its rising dome, its wide portals are an
assurance of bhrotherliness in the footsteps of.
the Deacon Lawrence, glowing symbol of
benefits and blessings nobly shared. Therein
lies the greater achievement, of the fine,
fruitful collaboration of the Pastor, Curates and
People of the Parish. '*Yes, Fr. Robert carried
all before him. He was able to enthuse his
parishioners into action for the glory of God,
His one day's Pay schemes and as many as
seven carnivals bear testimony to the full
support he received from the entire parish.
He was able to draw on all sources of
generosity to make the House of God a delight
to His children and so pleasing to the Eye
of His Goodness. -

UNITY-THE KEY TO HIS SUCCESS

Fr. Robert’s parting tribute to his flock
when he was transferred in 1968, bears repitition
here, words which we hope will echo and
re-echo through the years to come. He said:”
| might mention one thing in particular for
which this parish ought to be ever grateful
to merciful God, owing to which steady work
and progress were possible. The demon of
party spirit didn't find a place within this
Parish. That this blessing will ever remain is-
my earnest prayer. May St. Lawrence, the
Heavenly Patron always watch over this Parish
and help it to become holy, productive of more
and more zealous lay apostles, and more
vocations to the priestly and religious life.”
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IONEER WHO SHOWED THE WAY

There is no doubt that Father Robert has
earned a permanent niche of affection in the
hearts of the people whom he sought to serve
so selflessly at Wellawatte. His name is synony-
mous with St. Lawrence's The parish of
Wellawatte was himself. For 30 years he was
the leader, the sheperd of his flock. Everybody
knew it and felt it. He was simple. He was
saintly, He was to his parishioners a
great pride and a shining example. His name
and the things he did for the parish of St,
Lawrence, its parishioners and indeed the whole
of Wellawatte will never be forgotten. People
may come and do better than that, people
will come who will do much more than that, but
Fr. Robert Fernando was the pioneer. OQur

children will see him only as a mythical figure.
He is the pastor who showed the way.

A O

So in this GoldefJubifes chlebration let
us remember Fr. Robert Fernando with gratitude,
love and affection. He passed away to his
eternal reward on 1st, October 1977, stricken
with an illness bravely borne. Of his 51 year
priesthood he had spent 30 vyears at St
Lawrence’'s. Let us pray for him and for the
repose of his soul. Let us pay our profoundest
respects and thanks to him for all the good
things that came through him to the Parish

of St. Lawrence, Wellawatte) and. St, |.owience s
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REV. FATHER ROBERT FERNANDO o1

Vg ;

1938 - 1968
THE PIONEER WHO BULAZED A TRAIL IN WELLAWATTE

N,

50 §ears ago the Archdiocese of Colombo
appointed * a young priest of the Oblates of
Mary Immaculate, Rev. Fr. Robert Fernando to
start a new parish for the Catholics in Wella-

watte. The year was 1938 and Fr. Robert had -

been a priest for twelve years. Born in
Negombo, he had joined St. Aloysious Seminary,
Borella, when in his early teens. All seminari-
ans. at that time had to attend St. Joseph’'s
College, Colombo for their secondary education,
and so Fr. Robert like many other seminarians
of the time, came under the benign and scho-
larly influence of that great Catholic educati-
onist Very Rev. Fr. Maurice J LeGoc O.M.L

A MIGHTY ATOM

Very slightly built, Fr. Robert answered the
call of the Archdiocese, displaying grit, deter-
mination and stamina of a high order. No
microphone was required for his sermons in

the little chapel at St. Lawrence Road, where-_

the parish first took root. His stentorian voice
rent the air Sunday after Sunday. A fine
linguist, Fr. Robert was equally fluent in English,
Sinhala and Tamil, and this stocd him in good
stead in leading his multi - lingual and literate
flock to God. Parishioners of that era’ will
remember his lucid exposition of Church Liturgy
and his untiring efforts to make St. Lawrence,
Patron of the parish and First Patron of the
City of Colombo known to one and all. As a
result the parishioners of Wellawatte were well
founded in matters of Faith, under his able

guidance.

30 LONG YEARS

The Archdiocese had made the right choice.
No wonder then that Fr. Robert was destined
to stay as Parish Priest fer 30 long vyears,
perhaps the longest stay by any Parish Priest
in the Colombo region, in the history of the
Catholic Church in Sri Lanka. That Fr Robert was
able to consolidate his leadership of his flock
and win their confidence for thirty long years
is in itself a great tribute to this man of God.
It is a fact that he not only baptised many at
St. Lawrence’s but stayed long enough to
marry them and in many instances bury them
as well.

1
A PERF:CTIONIST

What parishioners of St. Lawrence’s, past
present and future will remember Fr. Robert
by, will undoubtedly be the beautiful red church
with its unique design, which stands today as
one of the most impressive landmarks and archi-
tectural monuments of the matropolis and
indeed the whole of Sri Lanka.

There was a plan, an idea behind everything
Fr. Robert did, How well he did it will always
remain a memory. A text he often repeated in
his sermons read, “Whether you eat or drink,
or whatsoever else you do, do all to the glory
of God” (1 Cor. 10, 31). He found the time
to supervise the building of this magnificent
structure himself. He toiled hard and deep
into the wee hours to ensure that perfection
that epitomises the beauty of the church of
St. Lawrence, One of his favourite quotations
was, “Trifles make perfection, and perfection
is no trifle”.

Every ounce of brick and mortar, every
beam of steel or timber, had to pass his
eagle eye. No technical skill did he spare
to build soundly against the wear and tear
of exposure.

TRIBUTE TO SAINT LAWRENCE, MARTYR

Right through his stay at St. Lawrence’s
and particularly during the building of the
church of St. Lawrence, Fr Robert was con-
scious of the fact that the church was to be
dedicated to St. Lawrence, one of the greatest
martyrs of the Catholic Church, the Patron of
the parish of Wellawatte and above all, the
First Patron of the City of Colombo. This
church then had to be seen rising up to the
stars, soaring into the clouds, almost challeng-
ing the sky in our adoration of God. In this
context it seems a pity that Fr. Robert was
unable to complete the tower-facade in front
of the present church, which still remains
as it were an unfinished symphony.

Fr. Robert took great pains to emphasise
to his flock that Catholicism was preached in
Sri Lanka for the first time from the Church
of St. Lawrence, at the foot of the South
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ST. LAWRENCE'S SCHOOL

S. J. Kc CROWTHER

%aint Tafarence was a saint with an irrepressi-

ble sense of humour. He joked on the gridiron
on which he was roasted because he would not
renounce his faith. It was a joke, a deadly joke
cracked at the expense of the Roman Governor, that
brought him to the gridiron. The Governor had
heard that the Church was rich in treasures. He sent
for St. Lawrence and offered to spare hislife on a
condition: “Present me,” said the Governor, “with
the treasures of your church and your life will be
spared.” St. Lawrence readily agreed.

A day was appointed for the treasures to be
presented. On due date St. Lawrence invited the
Governor to come. He opened the doors of his
church where the poorest of the poor were gathered.
“These,” said the Saint, “are the treasures of the
church. If you wish you can have the whole lot
of them.™

The Governor in a fit of ungovernable rage
ordered St. Lawrence to be roasted on a gridiron. It
was while his flesh was sizzling that St. Lawrence
made his most memorable joke. He told his
executioners: “One side of my body is now well
baked. Why not turn me ‘over so that the other
side is equally well roasted ?"

St. Lawrence with his keen sense of humout
must have smiled at “the set of curious chances”—to
use a Gilbertian phrase—which brought about the
establishment of St. Lawrence’s School long before
St. Lawrence’s Church was established in
Wellawat:a.

In the spaciousdays of Queen Victoria there
lived in Colombo South, a worthy citizen by name of
Lawrence. History does not state who he was and
what he was doing. But he did do one thing worthy
of note and destined to hand down his name to
posterity. He called his house Lawrence Villa.

Then came Mors. Janet Poulier, a born teacher,
who had started her teaching career at the Methodist
High School, now Methodist College. Her one
ambition was to have a school of her own. This
ambition she realized when she took over the house
called Lawrence Villa and started to hold classes in
its drawing room.

This drawing-room.school prospered, as it was
bound to prosper with one so devoted to teaching as
Mrs Poulier. It grew, numbers multiplied, and soon
Mrs. Poulier found she had to have a proper school-
room. Came the guestion of naming the school.
She called it St. Lawrence’s School.

Why did she call it by that name ? Not merely
because it began its existence in Lawrence Villa.
There was something more to it than this. And it is
here that we see the inspiration of St. Lawrence.
Just at this critical juncture, at the psychological
moment, we may say, Mrs. Poulier chanced ona life-
sketch of St. Lawrence. She was greatly impressed by
what she read of him : his pre-eminent love of God
and man, his steadfastnessin the faith and his cheerful
and heroic martyrdom. Ordinarily, Methodists hold
no truck with Catholic Saints. But Mrs. Poulier nobly
rose above narrow prejudices. Already her school
was connected with the name of Lawrence. Now
she boldly christened it St. Lawrence’s School.

Thus, long before the Church thought of build.
ing a church in Coclombo South in honour of St,
Lawrence, a good Protestant lady had founded a
St. Lawrence’s School, which was later to be attached
to St. Lawrence’s Church.

Running her school in those days was its own
reward, the only reward, because it was not a grant-
in-aid school. If the pupils paid fees, they could not
have covered much more than the running expenses.
I myself, who write this, attended a school, a grant-in.
aid school, where one of the teachers was paid Rs. 10
a monthand another Rs. 5, and the fees 50 cents to
one|rupee a month. If under these conditions people
conducted schools, it was for the love of children and
love of teaching.

“Poulier’s School™, as many called it, developed
and more accommodation had to be found. A move
was made to the first house on the left hand side in
Lily Avenue. Even this did not suffice.
move was necessitated, this time to the right hand
side of the Lane, to the building which is now the
Post Office.

(Continued on page 17)
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St. LAWRENCE'S SCHOOL (Cont. from page 9)

Mrs. Janet Poulier had presided over the School
since its modest foundation in 1900. In 1936 she
handed over the principalship of the school to her
niece. Miss Gladys Poulier, while she remained as
manageress. ©he school continued to prosper, but
it was no easy task to conduct a private school
under the new educational system of the Govern-
ment. The Poulier family felt that in the best
interests of the school it must be handed over to
some agency competent to run it as a school with
this one’s honourable record of disinterested service
should be run. To whom were they to entrust their

_cacred charge ?

Dedicated as Colombo had been to St. Lawrence
since Portuguese times, after the demolition of
Lorenzo de Almeida’s Chapel, there had been no
church to commemorate St. Lawrence. Then quite
late in the day St. Lawrence’s Church came up in
Wellawatta. Mrs. Poulier, who had named her
school after the Saint,doubtless noted the coincidence.
When therefore it came to handing over her beloved
institution to an educational agency, what was more
natural or proper than to hand it over to those who
were in charge of the Church of St. Lawrence ?

The Catholic Church has an impressive list of
Colleges and Schools to its credit all over the world.
She felt—there is no doubt that St. Lawrence

secretly inspired her—that it is to the Catholic
Church authorities she should entrust her school.

And so it came to pass that in 1951 the Poulier
ladies transferred their 51 yearsold school to the
Catholic authorities of Colombo, who in 1938 had
opened a church and a parish at Wellawatta in
honour of St. Lawrence without knowing in the least
that cheek by jowl with their Church there had
been in existence a St. Lawrence’s School. In doing so
the Pouliers once more exemplified the ideal which
had always)g,uided them. They might have got a
better price}if their object was worldly gain.. But
the wealth of this world was least in the mind of St
Lawrence. Soit was also in the mind of the Poulier
family, who sold their school for much less than they
could have got for it in the open market.

To Miss Gladys Poulier the school owes much
more than can be described in a short article. No
less a born teacher than her aunt, Miss Poulier had
raised the school to a degree of efficiency rarely
achieved in modern schools. When she recently
retired from the school her work as well as the tone
which she set for the school formed the subject of
universal praise.

One connected with the school at present tells
me that if the patrons of the “Silver Bells” Carnival
emulate even in a slight degree the generosity of the
Poulier family, the future of St. Lawrence’s School is
fully assured.

VESTMENT SATIN

ECCLESIASTICAL NEEDS "~

RAYON TAFFETTA FOR COPES .&? VESTMENTS
SILK BRAIDS & FRINGES

IN AUTHENTIC COLOURS

Irish Linen, Embroidered Lace for Altar Surplices and altar Railings,

Cotton Linen for Cassocks for Altar Servers and Priests

AXMINISTER CARPETTING IN COLOURS OF MAROON, RUST, GREEN. &
BLUE & CARPETS IN DIFFERENT SIZES

J. L. CARWALLIO
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FOREWORD TO IHE SCHUOL MAGAZINE - 1936

LHE LAWKENTIAN - ITS HOME

L]

It is no exaggeration indeed to state that only a very few people of
the Island today, are aware of thne existence of a little educational insti-
tution situated in tne heart of one of the southern suburbs of Colombo. 1t
is nevertheless too true that this unpretentious school - for a school it
is in every sense of the word - has Deen functioning during the last 36
years, and is today recognised by thne Education Department as an 1institute
from which candidates are eligible for the London Matriculation examination.
However unostentatiously situated, and although its good work and creditable
results have not been ennounced by a fanfare of trumpets, the school is run
on modern lines, in keeping with the requirements of the Educational Code,
and more than satisfying the needs of a class of parent and pupil who would "
otherwise have been put to a great deal of inconvenience and expense.
Standing on its own grounds, entirely self supporting, and staffed by a
small band of loyal and efiicient teachers, with a 'Head' who is really and
truly a personification of devotion to duty, this school, in proportion to
its size and numoers, is in no small way contributing its measure of useful-
ness to the educational needs of the island. The founder of tne school -
may she long be spared - is yet at ner desk by 10.30 a.m. every day; to
her the school is part and parcel of ner very existence. ©She began it as a
labour of love and that benign virtue is most manifestly diffused by her not
only over her work in particular, but on every single individual conanected
with it. The very embodiment of modesty, she is averse to anything like
publicity, although many a Director of Education, many an eminent education-
alist have commended ner good work and recognised its merits. With the
advancement of age it 1s but natural tnat she is not able to taxe a more
active part in a day's work, but ner interest and enthusiasm are as bound-
less as ever. She nas handed over the reins of office as rrincipal, to
 her niece wno is pre-eminently a worthy successor to ner aunt. The desti-
nies of the school could not be in sater hands, and the success of the school
is ensured and tne future is pregnant with great possibilities.

BETA




ST. LAWRENCE'S SCHOOL

o

8. J. K, CROWTHER

é%ﬁﬁnt @Eaﬁugﬁcg was a saint with an irrepressible sense of numour.
He joked on'the gridiron on which ne was roasted because he would not re-
pounce his faith. It was a joke, a deadly joke cracked at the expense of the
Roman Govermor, that brought nim to the gridiron. The Governor had heard
that tue Church was rich in treasures. He sent for St. Lawrence and offered
to spare his life on a condition: "Present me," said the Governor, " with
the treasures of your church and your life will be spared. " St. Lawrence
readily agreed.

A day was appointed for the treasures to be presented. On due date
St. Lawrence invited the Govermor to come. He opened tne doors of his churcn
where the poorest of the poor were gatnered. "These," said tne Saint, " are
the treasures of the church. If you wish you can nhave the whole lot of tnem."

"The Governor in a fit of ungovernable rage ordered St. Lawrence to be
roassted on a gridiron. 1t was while his flesh was sizzling that St. Lawrence
made his most memorable joke. He told his executioners: " One side of my
body is now well baked. Wwhy not turn me over SO that the other side is equally

well roasted ?"

St. Lawrence with his keen sense of humour must nave smiled at "the set
of curious chances" - to use a Gilbertian phrase - wnich brought about the
establishment of St. Lawrence's School long before St. Lawrence's Church was
established in Wellawatta.

In the spacious days of Queen Victoria tnere lived in Colombo South, a
worthy citizen by name of Lawrence. History does not state wno he was and
what he was doing. bBut ne did do one thing worthy of note and destined to
nand down his name to posterity. He called his house Lawrence Villa.

Inen came Mrs. Janet Poulier, a born teacher, wao nad started ber teach-
ing career at tne Methodist High School, now Methodist College. Her one ambi-
tion was to have a school of ner own. fhis ambition she realized wnen she
took over the house called Lawrence Villa and started tor hold classes in its
drawing room.

Phis drawing-room-school prospered, as it was bound to prosper with one
so devoted to teaching as Mrs. Poulier. 1t grew, numbers multiplied, and soon
Mrs. Poulier found she had to nave a proper schnool-room. Came the question of
naming the school. She called it St. Lawrence's School. !

i any. did she call it by tnat name ? Not merely because it began its
existence in Lawrence Villa. There was something more to it than tnis. And



it is nere that we see tne inspiration of St. Lawrence. Just at this
critical juncture, at the psychological moment, we way say, Mrs. Poulier
cnanced on a life-sketch of St. Lawrence. She was greatly impressed by
what she read of nim: nis pre-eminent love of wod and man, his steadfast-
ness in the raith and nis cheerful and heroic martyrdom. Ordinarily,
Methodists nold no truck with Catholic Saints. but Mrs. Poulier nobly
rose avbove narrow prejudices. Already her school was connected with the
name of Lawrence. Now she boldly christened it St. Lawrence's School.

fhus, long ovefore the Church thought of building a cuurch in Colowbo
South in honour of ot. Lawrence, a good Protestant lady had founded a St.
Lawrence 's School, which was later to be attached to St. Lawrence's Church.

Running her school in those days was its own reward, tne only reward,
because it was not a grant-in-aid school. If the pupils paid fees, they
could not have covered much more than the running expenses. I myself, who
write this, atiended a school, a grant-in-aid school, where one of the
teachers was paid s 10 a moath and another 8 5, and the fees 50 cents to one
rupee a month., If under tnese counditions people conducted schools, it was
for the love of children and love oi weaching.

" Poulier's School", as maay called it, developed and more accommo-
dation had to be found. A move was made to the first house on tne left
hand side in Lily Avenue. Even this did not suffice. Another move was
necessitated, this time to the rignt nand side of the Lane, to the building
which is now the Post Office.

Mrs. Janet Poulier nad presided over the School since its modest
foundation in 1900. In 1936 she handed over the principalship of the
school to ner niece, Miss Gladys Poulier, while she remained as manageress.
The school continued to prosper, but it was no easy task to conduct a
private school under tne new educational system of the Government. lhe
Poulier family felt that in the vest interests of the school it must be
nanded over to some agency competent to run it as a school with this ome's
honourable record of disinterested service should be run. To whom were
they to entrust their sacred charge ? ;




fne Catholic Church has an impressive list of Colleges and Schools
to its credit all over the world. She felt - there is no doubt that St.
Lawrence secretly inspired ner - that it is to the Catnolic Church author-
ities she should entrust her school.

And so it came to pass that in 1951 the Poulier ladies transferred
their 51 years old school to tne Catnolic autumorities of Colombo, who in
1938 had opened a church and a parish at dellawatte in houour of St. Law-
rence without knowing in the least that cheek oy jowl with tneir Church
there nad been in existence a St. Lawrence's €chool. In doing so the
Pouliers once more exemplified the ideal which nad always guided them. Lhey
mignt have got a oetter price if their object was worldly gaid. sut the
wealth of this world was least in tne mind of St. Lawrence. - So it was also
in toe mind of the Poulier family, wno sold tneir school for much less than
they could nave got for it in the open market.

fo Miss Gladys Poulier the school owes much more than can be described
in a short arvicle. WMo less a born teacher inan ner aunt, Miss Poulier had
raised the school to a degree of efficiency rarely achieved in modern schools.
When she recently retired from the school ner work as well as the tone wnich
she set for the school formed the subject of universal praise.

One connected with the school at present tells me that if the patrons
of tne " Silver Bells " Carnival emulate even in a slignt degree the gene-
rosity of the Poulier family, tne future of St. Lawrence's School is fully
assured.
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-Qndgp the Guidance ot
‘T‘ne Good S%epherd Nuns .
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For one and a nalf years the Farish Priest of Wellawatte was in
charge of the school, but all tne time he had tried to find a neligious reaching
Urder to conduct this Educational lnstitution. In January 1953 St. Lawrence's
School was handed over to the Nuns of the Good Shepherd Congregation. (Un Jan-
uary {to 1953 sother Provincial (Mother Mary of the lmmaculate vonception) Mother
mary of St. Cenice, Mother Mary of St. Luigenia and mother wary of St. Finbarr
arrived on the school premises at 8 a.m. for the reopening of school. sother
mary of St. uerard ( Assistant weneral) Mother Mary of St. Eleanor and sother
Mary of St. Philomena from St. sridget's came a little later. At 8.30 a.m. the
pupils assembled in the school hall and riother Mary of lhe lmmaculate Conception
addressed those present.

Fhe school was a mixed one, the Secondary Section comprising mainly
of boys - all teenagers in longs. Une can imagine their apprehensions and mis-
givings when they realised they were under tne guidance of MNums. nowever, they
proved themselves to be very docile and nelpful and many of them are now Very
loyal 'Old Boys' of the school. Ifhe total on roll at tne end of Jenuary 1955
was 352 - 207 Soys and 145 uirls.

in those early days the Kindergarten children were housed in a small
dark building in front of the main hall and here and there throughout the grounds
were little mud huts for the use of servants etc. ifhere were no boundary walls
nence trespassers took advantage of the situation to avail themselves of the
school premises especially as tne Nuns did not reside at dellawatte.  Irrom Janu-
ary 1953 to July 195> the Nuns travelled daily from Kotahena to school. This was
a bpig handicap.

puring the first term, work commenced in full earnest; the huts
were demolished and an existing old puilding inside the main entrance to the school
was renovated, extended, furnished and made into a #“ontessori School, which was
olessed by Kev. Father xodbert Fernando U.i.l., and opened for the first time on
June 19th 1953.

fne school continued mixed until the end of 1953 when the boys in the
Secondary Section were discontinued except those who were to sit for the S.S.C.
Exam: in Decemoer 1954 since these latter could not find accommodation elsewnere.
soys were admitted to the Frimary Section until January 1954.
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fhe year 1954 proved to be a very successful one for St.Lawrence's.
farfly in the First ferm the House System was introduced. lhe children were
grouped in four houses - Lourdes, Loretto, Lisieux, Lima. ‘he House
Captains and members responded enthusiastically and much good was accomplished
through their keen sense of Uompetition. At the beginning'of  the Second lerm
a_lew Aindergarten slock begun in 1953 was completed and occupied by the child-
ren. A Guide Company and Srownie Pack were formed in the middle of the lerm
under the very etfficient leadership of Mrs. vivian paptist then vivian rerera
who became a memoer of our staff in may 1954. On the second of August our
first Brownies were enrolled oy Miss E.M.Alwis the lsland Commissioner who was
very pléased with their training. Present for the Occasion were Motner Mary
of St. Canice and many parents and friends. In St. Lawrence's the sedium of
instruction had remained knglish until September.1954 when the three Media were
introduced.

in 1954 His urace the Archbishop while making the Fastoral Visit
in tne Parish of Wellawatte came to St. Lawrence's and spent one whole morning
in the school. He examined Uathechism in the different classes and lectured
the staff for forty five minutes. His Grace was very pleased and praised the
staff for their cooperation and very good loyal spirit.

in late Novemoer the first five pupils from the school were
presented for the Royal College Examination of music. i‘he results were very
satisfactory. Four passed with rerit and there was one ordinary pass. un
November the 24th our first batch of wuides were enrolled. it was a very
‘pleasant evening as the Guldes old and young had prepared some very original
items. FPresent for the occasion were very nev. Fatner Nereus Fermaado tlnen
weneral Manager ot Schools, Mother mary of St. Canice, Ur. Arumugan, School
vedical Officer and many parents and friends. A Certificaie was dated December
the 4th 1954 approving the School as a Senior Secondary School. - .

Rev. Father Peyton visited Ceylon early in 1955 in connection with
the Family Rosary crusade. Naturally his intense love for Uur Lady inspired
the sons and daughters of Lanka. St. Lawrence's too was inspired and consequently
the first Lnter-House Keligious Knowledge Competition was organised. the theme
of the Competition was "IThe Famly Rosary Crusade". 1t consisted of two Sections
(1) Drama and (2) a display of Exhibits. This competition proved a great
success and became a greater success in the years which followed. Present for the
#inal Decision were Rev. Hother Provincial, “other rary of the 1.C.; vdother rmary ot
St. Canice and St. Mary of the nativity from Kotahena. The Judges were Kev. Fathe
Claude Lawrence and Rev. Father Uominic Anandappa. Loretto nouse received the Cug
for the Drama Section and Lisieux thne Cup for the Exhioits.

On #say 1f/th we had a Farewell party for Mrs.E.B8.Cadmen who had been
responsible for the singing in the scnool since the time of Mrs. Poulier.  MIS.
Cadman was going home to England after having givena life's service to the people
of Ceylon. She was a great woman with a large magnanimous heart. We were sad
to say " Farewell ".

On July 1st 195> the Nuns came to live in the pungalow adjoining the
school. This facilitated school work. Rev. Father Serru celebrated the first
Mass in the Convent Chapel at 6 a.m. on July 2nd.




On Uctober 14th tne Staff and pupils wished rother Mary of St.
werard for her Feast.

in Novemver 1955 one music pupil Senior was presented for Trinity
Jollege and passed. Ten Candidates were entered for Royal College of music.
tesults - 1 Distinction; 2 Merits; 5 Passes; 2 Failures. Mrs.R. k. Nava-
ratnam ceme for school inspection and to collect the Annual Returns on December
oond, [his was tne first time the Annual Returns had Deen collected.

Early in the first term of 1956 the memoers of the four houses
became very busy and very enthusiastic about the Annual Inter nouse Religious
Knowledge Competition. the tneme was "The Fropagation of the raith".
ine following account was written by an onlooker -

ACCOUNY

_ " Gur Annual lnter-douse Religious Competition was held on mMarch 23rd,
the theme this year was " lhe rropagation of the Faith ", as last year the
competition was neld in two parts - (1) A Poster snd Propaganda Contest and
(2) A Drama Contest.

ihe Poster snd Propaganda Contest provided a very large Canvas for
the Competition and every aspect of the Mission Field was touched upon by the
four Houses - Lourdes, Loretto, Lisieux and Lima. fne Home - the value of
example in the home, tne need of encouragement and support for more devoted
priests and nuns - distrioution of ¢atholic literature - Charity and prayer
to solve the many problems of the Church on Earth, were some of the many aspects
touched upon. ine small percentage of those within the Fold iu proporeiion to
the vast wunoer who still lie in tne Uarkness aad Shadow of death was specially
cmphasised by the pupils of Loretto douse. 1Iwo Posters were specially impressive -
One portrayed the anxiety and deep concern of Pope Pius AL at the millions who
are still lost in the darkness of Paganism - " At the thought that Fagan Souls
still numoer one thousand million our Spirit nas no rest". Words of Yope Pius All.
the other empnasised the stability and firmness of tne Catholic Church.

the Church was represented as a house built on a rock while men with
long ropes representing the different neresies tried to pull it down. <Tnis House
was the lucky #inner of the Cup for the " Foster and Fropaganda Contest" had
chosen a very striking but simple packground in Black and White while the Words
" Going tnerefore teacn ye all Nations that tney all may be one " stood out in
bold silver letters on a map of the world encircled with a mult®i coloured illum=-
inated Mission mosary eacn colour representing a different Continent.

Many excellent posters were produced by Lourdes, Lisieux and Lima
also - tne pupils of Lourdes douse being specially recommended for their display
of colour.

fhe Drama Contest produced Plays of a very high Standard dealing
with various work on the Mission ¥ield and the spreading of the Gospel, while
the value ot the Lay Apostolate and the need for good enthusiastic parents who
spontaneously and lovingly foster honour for Christ and His Work in the young
squls of the children wod has entrusted to their care was the topic chosen Dy one
of the Houses. the pupils of Lisieux House who dramatized St. Francis Aavier
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blood red of the martyr
Pelm of Martyrdom and Victory
vrown of Glory

Motto: Absolute generosity of the Saint is the virtue brought out
into prominence in his Office and Mass, which gained for him so
much fame in Home and other parts of Christendom, and eternal Glory
in oeaven.

%
GUUL SnEPaBRD CONGREGALTION

The two hearts, which incidentally agree with tne Motto " Corde
Magno Ad Gloriam " large, mMagnanimous, generous neart, like that
of Jesus and of Hary.

First part of the Motto is from a text of the Saintly Founder:
'" Corde Magno et Animo volenti "

The second part " Animo volenti " was omitted for two reasons:
It is virtually contained in the first part.

the masculine fortitude was dropped, and the feminine love and
generosity are emphasised in the single "Corde Fagno" as being
appropriate for a girls school.

1RISH

the Celtic Uross.
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administering to the Uying and Sick in india some scenes being both impressive
and touching were the winners of the Cup for the Urama Contest."

ine Lontests were judged by Our Very honoured Mother rrovincial, nev.
ratner Muthukumaru Director of the Society for the rropagation of the Faith
in Ceylon and Rev. Father Claude Lawrence O.i.I.

fhe Exhibition of Fosters was open to the Public for a few days and the
Hev. Father Muthukumaru was so impressed that he proposed to give the Compe-
tition wide publicity and exnhivit the posters round the Lsland. He said he
was convinced that St. Lawrence's College had given a good start in an effort
to publicise the " Propagation of the Faith "™ all over the lsland.

ithe Junior Praesidium of the Legion of sary was inaugurated on June (th
1956, The first meeting was held in the school hall - Hev. Father nobert
rernando O.M.I. parish priest and Spiritual Director together with the Fresident
and Secretary of the Legion presided.

the Fraesidium of Our Lady of rurity, for such is the beautiful title of
‘the St. Lawrence's Unit' functions very well and much good work has been accom-
plished for Our Mother Mary through its Inceptiocn.

Next day June 8th reast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus the Catholics - Staff
and pupils - assembled in the School Hall for the Solemn Consecration of the
School to the Sacred Heart of Jesus.

the Catholics of 3t. Lawrence's have become very devoted to the Heart of
Jesus since this Special Consecration. The members of the Houses - non-catholics
as well as Catholics take a great pride in decorating the Altar on the rirst
¥riday of each month aud the Litany of the Sacred Heart and Consecration are
recited by the whole school in front of the decorated Altar at noon on Iirst
Fridays. de feel the Sacred Heart has a special protection for our school.

From August 50th to Septemoer 2nd, St. Lawrence's became a veritable Fairy
land when the strains of "Smilin Thru" filled the air for miles around. The
great "Fair and Fete ‘'Smilin thru’ " had begun in real earnest. ‘Lhis Fete
which had been so well organised by the Staff, aided by some of the very good
devoted parishioners of Wellawatte proved a great success and realised a sum of
close on nine thousand rupees for the school.

Late in Septemoer the wolden chimes ushered in the Golden Jubilee of rother
Mary of St. uerard. The 29th of September was unique in the history of St.
Lawrence 's. from early morning until late evening the joyful bells’ rang out.
Lhe day compenced with High mass in the School nall celevrated by the very Rev.
Father Serru C.M.I. assisted by Hev Father Hobert rFernando O.s.Ll. as deacon and
Hev. Father Herat O.M.i. as Sub deacon. Many of the Mothers and nuns, together
with a good number of the Uld uirls from St. Sridget's Convent were present for
the Mass. At ten o'clock the school greeted Mother and performed some items of
entertainment. In the evening all enjoyed themselves at the school social in
honour of the great day.
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WAS covering their Annual
Inter-House Competition
for the Paper and called on the
way home to get my story.
St. Lawrence’s is my parish.
Yet I was visiting its school for
the first time and, as I entered
the wrought-iron gates, the
spectacle of a nun in overalls
tranquilly tending a flower bed
| made me feel I was leaving the
| incessant movement of the
world outside for a realm where
all was peaceful and subdued;
| where time itself, ‘‘quiet’’ as
!Wordsworth‘s nun, seemed
| sanctified and still.

I introduced myself to the
Superior, Reverend Mother Fin-
bar, and she obligingly showed
me round the Exhibition. The
Inter-House Competition had
taken the form of a Drama and

Exhlbltlgn, the theme. of which particular cxhibit was by Lo-

AT ST.LAWRENCE'S WELLAWATTE
| =School Exhibition on the Mass |

By a “Messenger’’ reporter

was the Mass, and though the
Drama was over, the exhibits
were yet there, shorn some-
what of their freshness, but
attractive still and of absorbing
interest. The Exhibition had
been opened to the public and
it must have warmed the hearts
of parents to see the intelligence
and skill and:labour and love
lavished by their children on
the thousand and one things
that went to make this inspiring
spectacle.

Here were altars erected by
little hands, the altars looking
so real, the priest so life-like
and the whole action of the
Consecration so skilfully arrest-
ed, that for a moment I thought
the great drama of the Mass
was actually taking place.This

ment Fathers, and Very Rev.
Fr. Nereus Fernando. Loretto
House had even erected a crim-
son reredos for their altar, with
a painting of the Last Supper
neatly superimposed. Framing
the painting were the words
““This is my body’’ and ** This
is my blood,”’ and on the altar
cloth, in large gilt lettering,
‘Do this in commemoration
of me.”’ 3

Loretto House had also a start-
ling poster on ‘* The First Blood
Transfusion.”’” It began some-
what like this: ‘‘The First
Blood Transfusion took place
nineteen hundred years ago.
The First Blood Donor was
Our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ . . .’ Lima House, which
came second, had a whole series
of illustrated explanatory pos-

e
i

Prize-winning exhibit by Loretto House

retto House, which had been
adjudged the best and had con-
sequently been awarded the
prize. The judges had been
the Very Rev. Fr. Serru, Vicar
General, Rev. Fr. Fitzgerald,
Superior of the Blessed Sacra-

ters on the Rite of the Holy
Mass. and a very cleverly exe-
cuted one on the Ecclesiastical
Year. Lourdes House, third in
order of merit, had a set of
three-dimensional, richly colour-
ed Eucharistic cameos from the




Another section

Life of Our Lord, depicting
themes like the miracle of the
loaves and fishes, the miracle
at Cana, the Last Supper and
the Crucifixion. Lisieux House,
though last, had a giant illumi-
nated chalice. Yet another gilt
one, surmounted by a host,
revolved on an electrically-
operated turn-table. They had
also executed some very original
paintings and etchings and an
elaborate triptych on the Last
' Supper, Crucifixion and the
Mass.

. There were two sets of minia-
| ture sacerdotal vestments —
amice, alb, girdle, maniple, stole,
| chasuble —one by Loretto
House, the other by Lima House
and the latter had some exqui-
site vignettes on the whole
sequence of the Mass. The
walls were covered with care-
fully done liturgical diagrams
and symbolic drawings and
| with numerous posters on sub-
- jects related to the Mass. One
was on Faith and the Eucharist,
another on Immolation, an-
other on the Crib and the
Tabernacle, another on the
Eucharist and Creation, ano-
other on Blessed Julian Ey-
mard — the Founder of the
Order of the Blessed Sacrament
Fathers. There was one poster
on the Holy Eucharist and the

of the Exhibition

Family and another spoke of
¢¢ Family Union through Family
Communion.”’ One, invited

you to join the Daily Mass
League and one had inscribed
in it the Greek Chi-Ro and
Mary offering the Infant Sa-
viour over a chalice. Below
it were these two little stanzas,
entitled ¢* The Priest’s Prayer: "’

The Magi came to Bethlehem,

The House of Bread and, fol-
lowing them,

As they the Star, I too am led

To Christ, the living House of
Bread.

And here, O mystery of Love!
Behold, from highest heaven
above,
Through me, the Son of God
again

A victim for the sons of men.

I am sure all the little ones
and big, who got this Exhibition
up, and all the good lay teachers
and nuns who helped them: do
it, must have their minds and
their thoughts shot.through and
through with all the wonder
and the beauty and the subli-
mity of the Mass, and their
lives for ever coloured with the
meaning of it all —the Holy
Mass, pleroma of the Cross,
Mysterium Fidei, that most
tremendous thing on earth,
. . . the only thing that matters.
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BT g March Rast. 2. Rev. Fother Fernando blesses the School
f’lag and presents to the Car:tam, 3. Rev. Father Fernando
!a[esses the Crest ond Frese,nts it to the Principal of the Schosl

ﬁ,.AH stand while the school Anthem is being sung.
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uvnfurl the banner Hed and wold

Set it aloft for all to see,

Red for the toil, tears, trials untold
Gold for the crown of victory.

irue to our Motto we'll ev'r be
For glory we shall solely seek
By noble deeds done cheerfully
dith hearts magnanimous and meek.

Martyr blest the Crown and Falm

ifhro* fiery torment thou didst win
Preserve thy children from every harm
Safe from the scorching flames of sin.

Pure Heart of Mary, neath thy care
Keep us forever pure like thee.

Sweet deart of Jesus, hear our prayer
May Thy Heart be our Sanctuary.

School of our girlhood years - to thee

de pledge our love and loyalty

O Red and Gold! thro‘’ triumph, thro' strife
blazon our trail to endless life.

unfurl the banner Hed and Gold

Set it aloft for all to see

red for toil, tears, trials untold
Gold for tne crown of victory.
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Cur music results this year were very satistactory. UT the twelve
candidates who entered for tne Hoyal vollege Exams, in Novemoer there were two
merits and nine passes. the two pupils presented for the theory exam in March
passed.

lhe Cross oversnadowed St. Lawrence's on the 28th January 1957. One
of our lovely devoted young teachers Mrs. B5.i.A, Balarajah was called very
suddenly to her Eternal Home. Mrs. bBalarajah was in school, hale and neariy,
the previous thursday - hence the shock was great when a telegram snnounced her
death early on sonday moraning. The Assembly bell rang as usual not however for
the ordinary routine school work, but in deep mourning tor the loved one passed
away. Mrs. b.M.A. balarajan was laid to rest in mannar on January 29th 1957.
tiay her precious Soul rest in peace.

Since the first term was comparatively short the lnter-douse Religious
snowledge Competition was postponed to the second term. the theme was "dass'and
the Holy Eucharist ". fhe school nall was an impressive sight on June 14th the
day ot the Competition. the Judges were Very Rev. Father Serru O.s.l. Kev.Father
Fatrick rFitzgerald Superior of the Blessed Sacrament Fathers, St.. rhilip neri's
caurch Pettah, Very nev, rFather Nereus Fernando Parish priest Kotahena. Lthe
Competition was a great success. Loretto House was placed first in tne Foster
-ompetition while Lourdes House won tne Urama Cup. the Cups were Awarded by very
fev. Father Serru. Un thne same evening Lima uouse was awarded the Conduct Cup,
Lourdes House was awarded the wames Cup.

August 9th was a red-letter day for the school. Ihe Feast of St.
Law wreuce was veing celeorated as our school Feast for the first time. For
montns previous Hev. ratner rernando had been working on the School Crest. Father
J. Herat 1s entirely responsible for the plan and composition of the Crest, while
the words of the school Anthem were composed by one of the roor Clare Collettines
lewatte Ceylon., At nine o ‘clock celebrations for the reast oegan with the March
Past followed by the hoisting of the School Flag. Af'ter the unfurling of the
" Red and Gold " the school Anthem was sung. A drill Display and some items
followed. Present tor the Occasion were Kev. Father Fernando O.M.1. and many
parents and well wishers.

The year 1957 closed with a very successful Fair organised by the
wuides and Srownies.

In March 1958 the children of the Montessori School presented ' The
flerchant of venice ' in Sinhalese. People marvelled that children of five and
Six could enter so well into tne Uramatization of a Shakespearean Flay.

Due to the declaration of the 'State of Emergency' all Competitions
for 1958 had to be deferred. On August 11tn we had our School Celepbrations for
the feast of St. Lawrence. We had Holy mMass in the School Hall at 7 a.m.
Celedrated by Hev. Father Hobert Fernando O.M.I. Parish Priest. At 9.30 a.m.

We nad the March Past followed by tne hoisting of the School Flag. A very success-
ful Sports meet followed. Onec of the very exciting events was the 'Staff Race'.
tresent for the occasion were Mother Provincial ,Mother Mary of the Good Counsel,
flother Mary of St. Canice and Mother sary of St. Columba Assistant Nayakakanda.

the Irizes were awarded by Motner Provincial.
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7 4-HISTORY
ST. LAWRENCE'S
SCHOOL - 26th Colombo
Enroliment of the Brownies - 2nd
August 1954 - Enrolled
by Miss. E.M. Alwis
Enroliment of the
- Guides - 24th
b November 1954
i

Guide Captain -
Mrs. Vivian Baptist
(then Vivian Perera)
Addressing the
guides.
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The Chief GueN:
Mrs. Sita Rajasinghe
Mrs. Jayamaha
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A MIGHTY ATOM

Very slightly built, Fr. Robert answered the
call of the Archdiocese, displaying grit, deter-
mination and stamina of a high order. No
microphone was required for his sermons in
the little chapel at St. Lawrence Road, where
the parish first took root. His stentorian voice
rent the air Sunday after Sunday. A fine
linguist, Fr. Robert was equally fluent in English,
Sinhala and Tamil, and this stoed him in good
stead in leading his multi - lingual and literate
flock to God. Parishioners of that era will
remember his lucid exposition of Church Liturgy
and his untiring efforts to make St. Lawrence,
Patron of the parish and First Patron of the
City of Colombo known to one and all. As a
result the parishioners of Wellawatte were well
founded in matters of Faith, under his able

guidance.

30 LONG YEARS

The Archdiocese had made the right choice.
No wonder then that Fr. Robert was destined
to stay as Parish Priest for 30 long vyears,
perhaps the longest stay by any Parish Priest
in the Colombo region, in the history of the
Catholic Church in Sri Lanka. That Fr Robert was

able to consolidate his leadership of his flock-

and win their confidence for thirty long years
is in itself a great tribute to this man of God.
It is a fact that he not only baptised many at
St. Lawrence’s but stayed long enough to
marry them and in many instances bury them
as well.

A PERFECTIONIST

What parishioners of St. Lawrence’s, past
present and future will remember Fr. Rpbert
by, will undoubtedly be the beautiful red church
with its unique design, which stands today as
one of the most impressive landmarks and archi-
tectural monuments of the matropolis and
indeed the whole of Sri Lanka.

Every ounce of brick and mortar, every
beam of steel or timber, had to pass his
eagle eye. No technical skill did he spare
to build soundly against the wear and tear
of exposure.

TRIBUTE TO SAINT LAWRENCE, MARTYR

Right through his stay at St. Lawrence’s
and particularly during the building of the
church of St. Lawrence, Fr Robert was con-
scious of the fact that the church was to be
dedicated to St. Lawrence, one of the greatest
martyrs of the Catholic Church, the Patron of
the parish of Wellawatte and above all, the
First Patron of the City of Colombo. This
church then had to be seen rising up to the
stars, soaring into the clouds, almost challeng-
ing the sky in our adoration of God. In this
context it seems a pity that Fr. Robert was
unable to complete the tower-facade in front
Af tha nracant chirch which  still remains









Phone : 581119 213, Galle Road,

Wellawatte.

St. Lowrances Sohool

THE SCHOOL OREST

Motte H "Corde Magnoad Gloriam"

‘Victory and glory Here, and hereafter are achieved by
the practice of a magnanimous and gemervushhbaznti,
particularly so by the women,

Red : "Red™ the basic colour of the Crest.
a) A generous heart swells with red blood.
b) Red reminds of the sufferines ancd sorrows of
the Martyr Fatron - calls for hear, sustained work
and toil from the students and stafr,

"Palm of Victory" : The palm tree soars alott nobl-.
Crown : "Crown" of Glory

“Gold Colour" is in higher level in the Crest symbolic of the
Glory that was the outcome of the supportine blood - shedding
red (told is outer in the flapg as the bright effulgence of
the Dblood red.

Feart® H Invite imitation of the virtues of Jesus ann
Mary.

"Cross" : In this sign you shall conguer and such victory

will surely lead you to true Glory.



FROM DRAWING-ROOM SCHOOL
TO FULL - FLEDGED CONVENT

ST. LAWRENCE’S SCHOOL

It’s Early Beginnings . . .

—by

S.J. K. CROWTHER

T. LAWRENCE was a saint with an
irrepressible sense of humour. He
joked on the gridiron on which he was
roasted because he would not renounce his
faith. It was a joke, a deadly joke cracked
at the expense of the Roman Governor, that
brought him to the gridiron. The Governor
had heard that the Church was rich in
treasures. He sent for St. Lawrence and
offered to spare his life on a condition :
“ Present me, said the Governor, with the
treasures of your Church and your life will
be spared.” St. Lawrence readily agreed.

A day was appointed for the treasures to
be presented. On due date, St. Lawrence
invited the Governor to come. He opened
the doors of his church where the poorest
of the poor were gathered. * These, said
the saint, are the treasures of the Church.,

If you wish you can have the whole lot of
them.”

The Governor in a fit of ungovernable
rage ordered St. Lawrence to be roasted on
a gridiron. It was while his flesh was
sizzling that St. Lawrence made his most
memorable joke. He told his executioners :
“ One side of my body is now well baked.
Why not turn me over so that the other
side is equally well roasted.”

HUMOUR

St. Lawrence with his keen sense of
humour must have smiled at * the set of
curious chances” —to use a Gilbertian
phrase — which brought about the estab-
lishment of St. Lawrence’s School long before
St. Lawrence’s Church was established in
Wellawatta.

In the spacious days of Queen Victoria
there lived in Colombo South, a worthy
citizen by the name of Lawrence., History
does not state who he was and what he was
doing. But he did one thing worthy of
note and destined to hand down his name

to posterity. He called his house Lawrence
Villa.

Then came Mrs. Jenet Poulier, a born
teacher, who had started her teaching career
at the Methodist High School, now Metho-
dist College. Her one ambition was to
have a school of her own. This ambition
she realised when she took over the house
called Lawrence Villa and started to hold
classes in its drawing room.

DRAWING ROOM

This drawing-room-school prospered, as
it was bound to prosper with one so devoted
to teaching as Mrs. Poulier. It grew,
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numbers multiplied and soon Mrs. Poulier
found she had to have a proper school room.
Came the question of naming the school.
She called it St. Lawrence’s School.

Why did she call it by that name? Not
merely because it began its existence in
Lawrence Villa. There was something
more to it than this. And it is here that
we see the inspiration of St. Lawrence. Just
at this critical juncture, at the psychological
moment, we may say, Mrs. Poulier chances
on a life-sketch of St. Lawrence. She was
greatly impressed by what she read of him :
his pre-eminent love of God and man, his
steadfastness in the faith and his cheerful
heroic martyrdom. Ordinarily, Methodists
hold no truck with Catholic saints. But
Mrs. Poulier nobly rose above narrow
prejudices. Already her school was con-
nected with the name of Lawrence. Now
she boldly christened it St. Lawrence’s
School.

“ POULIER SCHOOL”

Thus, long before the Church thought of
building a church in Colombo South in
honour of St. Lawrence, a good Protestant
lady had founded a St. Lawrence’s School,
which was later to be attached to St.
Lawrence’s Church.

“ Poulier School” as many called it,
developed and more accommeodation had
to be found. A move was made to the first
house on the left hand side in Lily Avenue.
Even this did not suffice. Another move
was necessitated, this time to the right
side of the Lane, to a building which is now
the Post Olflice.

Mrs. Jenet Poulier had presided over the
school since its modest foundation in 1900.
In 1936, she handed over the principalship
to her niece, Miss Gladys Poulier, while she
remained as manageress. The school conti-
nued to prosper, but it was no easy task to
conduct a school, private school, under the
new educational system of the Government.
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The Poulier family felt that in the best
interests of the school it must be handed
over to some agency competent to run it
as a school, with this one’s honourable
record of disinterested service, should be
run. To whom were they to entrust their
sacred charge ?

HANDED OVER

Dedicated as Colombo had been to St.
Lawrence since Portuguese times, after the
demolition of Lorenzo de Almeida’s Chapel,
there had been no church to commemorate
St. Lawrence ! Then quite late in the day
St. Lawrence’s Church came up in Wella-
watta. Mrs. Poulier, who had named her
school after the Saint, doubtless noted the
coincidence. When therefore it came to
handing over her beloved institution to an
educational agency, what was more natural
or proper than to hand it over to those
who were in charge of the Church of St.
Lawrence ?

The Catholic Church has an impressive list
of Colleges and Schools to its credit all over
the world. She felt — there is no doubt that
St. Lawrence secretly inspired her — that it is
to the Catholic Church authorities she should
entrust her school.

IDEAL

And so it came to pass that in 1951, the
Poulier ladies transferred their 51 year old
school to the Catholic authorities of
Colombo, who in 1988, had opened a
church and a parish at Wellawatta, in
honour of St. Lawrence without knowing in
the least that cheek by jowl with their
Church there had been in existence a St.
Lawrence’ School. In doing so the Pouliers
once more exemplified the ideal which had
always guided them. They might have got
a better price if their object was worldly
gain. But the wealth of this world was
least in the mind of St. Lawrence. So it
was also in the mind of the Poulier family,
who sold their school for much less than
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they could have got for it in the open
market.

To Miss Gladys Poulier the school owes
much more than can be described in a
short article. No less a born teacher than
her aunt, Miss Poulier had raised the

school to a degree of efficiency rarely
achieved in modern schools. When she
recently retired from the school her work
as well as the tone which she set for the
school ‘formed the subject of universal
praise.

(Exodus 25, 1-9.)

The Lord said to Moses, * Speak to the people of Israel. that they
may take for me an offering ; from every man whose heart makes
him willing, you shall receive the offering for me. And this is the
offering which you shall receive from them : gold, silver and bronze,
blue and purple and scarlet stuff and fine twined linen, goats’ hair,
tanned rams’ skins. goatskins, acacia wood, oil for the lamps, spices
Jor the anointing vil and for the fragrant incense. onyx stones, and
stones for setting, for the ephod and for the breast piece. And let
them make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell in their midst.
According to all that I show you concerning the pattern of the
tabernacle, and of all ils furniture, so you shall make it.




This story is another
milestone in the history
of the school. It begins
where the Poulier family
left olle

S it stands to-day, this modest spiritual,
educational and cultural oasis, off

the noisy, crowded and commercial Galle
Road route in Wellawatta, owes its existence
to the humility and importunity of our

A WINDOW
on

St. Lawrence's
School

Parish Priest, Rev. Father Robert Fernando,
O.M.IL, and the zeal and generosity of
Mother Mary Immaculate Conception,
R.LP., former Provincial of the Good
Shepherd nuns in Ceylon ; who could not
see her way clear to take St. Lawrence’s
under her wing, the first time Father
Robert asked her to do so but who, touched
by his perseverance, when, after trying all
over the Island, without success, to find
religious willing or able to undertake the
work, he made a second appeal to her

.




LT &

SR PCERg S =

generosity. Owing to her zeal for souls
she could not refuse him and she took the
first step, the most important one in such
an enterprise and sent two Sisters from
Kotahena to start the work. Thus began
the ‘New Testament’ in the storv of St.
Lawrence’s School, in January, 1953. By
July 1st, 1955, a permanent Community
was formed, and the Sisters took up resi-
dence at 42, High Street.

The story of the “Old Testament’ is well
known to our Parishioners and the names
of the Poulier family will live forever in the
school archives. The foundations of St.
Lawrence’s were laid on the solid rock of
virtue, portrayed in the lives of the gallant
men and women who went hefore us and
set their seal upon the School. The nuns
of the present day, only six in number, are
doing their utmost to maintain the high
standard of education and at the same time
to move with the times, all for the glory of
God and the good of youth.

MONTESSORI

We shall begin at the school gate on
Galle Road and take our readers on a tour
of the Institution as it isto-day. The
Montessori House of Children ushers us in,
and 120 youngsters, in age from 2} years
to five, bid us welcome with the customary
Montessori hand shake and lead us through
their class-rooms and hall where little tots
are busily and quietly at work, according
to the methods of Dr. Marie Montessori.
We marvel at the skill with which they use
their apparatus and listen to them explain
the methods in their own way. Then they
recite and sing for us and finally treat us
to a Percussion Band Concert. They play
with great gusto and enjoy what they are
doing. They look very smart, too, in their
gold and maroon Band costumes. Here
each child receives individual attention.

We leave these little ones with reluctance
to continue our way along the games field
Pavilion. The netball teams are on the
courts getting in trim for the Inter-school

matches. As we pass the lower grades, we
notice children hard at work in some classes
while others are at Singing in the Hall or
engaged in Drill or Eurhythmics. Not
wishing to disturb the teachers, we continue
along the way to pay a visit to ¢ Noir-
moutier ”’ the Transition Hostel — an abso-
lute ‘ New Testament’ feature, which owes
its origin to our present Mother Provincial,
Mother Mary Good Counsel, who wishes us
to undertake something by way of Social
Service. * Noirmoutier ” houses working
girls from various parts of the Island.
Most of the girls are out working. We are
received by a few girls who are off duty
during the morning. They show us the
dormitories and loggia upstairs, and the
kitchen, dining-room, sitting-room and
offices down stairs. We notice some of the
students having music and theory lessons
in the hall and some Girl Guides at work in
the garden, getting their *° Agriculture
programme ** under way. Sugar cane is
growing beautifully in one corner of the
garden and we notice fruit trees and odds
and ends of vegetables as well as pretty
plants and shrubs. The Hostellers do a
good bit of gardening in their free moments.

We return by way of the main school
building where the Concert Hall and
business offices are also located. This is a
veritable hive of activity. Besides classes
working at academic subjects, certain
sections of Seniors are doing a play soon
to be produced; others are engaged in
Needlework and Handwork projects. Deli-
cious aromas waft from the Home Econo-
mics Lab, where a class of juniors experi-
menting in the art of cooking bid us
welcome. The Commercial class is deep in
Shorthand but we don’t stop there. As
we pass through the main office where
typewriters are clicking and the gestetner
machine is rolling off copies of songs and
poems for the inter-house competitions, we
notice a few members of the Past Pupils’
Association trying to persuade the typists
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to do some work for their Annual Meeting ;
just on the horizon are the office bearers of
the Youth Club who happen to come in at
the moment and invite them to listen to
the dcbate they arc going to have with the
leaders of the Tabernacle Youth Club early
in March.

As we Cross through the Hall we are quite
taken up with some of the posters and
friezes from the Art Department. In a
remote corner of the Hall a group of Tegion-
aries are thrashing out 2 programme for the
Assembly next morning. All seem full of

zeal.

POINSETTIA

On our way over to the Convent we pass
the Tuck Shop where a group of teachers:
during a free period, are enjoying & Tea
Break.” Along the way, we notice how
every available bit of garden space is

cultivated in one way or another.

The Poinsettia, in full bloom is gorgeous-
Our attention is drawn to a neighbouring

IN REMEMBRANCE (o)

In our day of thanksgiving one psalm let us offer

For the Saints who before us have found their reward ;
fell upon them, We sorrowed,
But we now rejoice that they rest in the Lord.

When the shadow of death

Sing praise, then, for all who here sought and here found Him
Whose journey is ended, whose perils are past ;

They believed in the Light ; and its glory is round them
Where the clouds of earth’s sorrow are lifted at last.

F PAST WORSH IPPERS

property which good Father Robert hoped
to use for school expansion. The nuns are
hoping for a Convent and Chapel there but
alas! This is 2 hope not likely to be
realized in our life time.

1.ITTLE FRIENDS

Now, we enter the small (onvent on the
right and after paying 2 visit to the Blessed
Sacrament we partake of some refreshments
and then leave by way of the Convent
garden where some Little Friends » former
« Brownies =~ are weeding the flower plots
and picking up the bus tickets. blown in
from High Street when the buses stop near
the gate instead of at the Bus stand. The
« Little Friends” consider this chore a
¢« good deed ” for the day.

As we pass through the gate We find it
difficult to realize that six nuns, fifty five
lay teachers. twenty seven Hostellers, 921
students, and four devoted men helpers all
work together in unison. in such a small
space, all for the greater glory of God and
the good of St. Lawrence’s School.




