








Mrs. Janet Poulier won recognition as a competent educationist during
her teaching career. Said to be "truly a personification of devotion to

duty" the school flourished under her direction.

"Rs. 200,000 was offered but Mrs. Poulier sold (the school) to the
catholic church for Rs. 140,000 as education was to be continued" -
signed Fr. Robert Fernando who bought the school for the church.

Truly a lover of education - not a Merenary out to
make money through education.
A worthy example indeed for all engaged in the
field of education.

'




SECRETARIAT OF STATE
FIRST SECTION - GENERAL AFFAIRS

N. 482.251
From the Vatican

Dear Sister Mary Gertrude,

The Holy Father was pleased to be informed that St Lawrence’s School in Wellawatte,
Colombo, is celebrating the Hundredth Anniversary of its establishment.

On this significant occasion His Holiness sends cordial greetings to the entire School
community. He invokes abundant divine gifts upon the Staff and Students and their families,
as well as upon all who support the fine work of the School.

I am also pleased to convey the requested Apostolic Blessing as a pledge of streﬁgh and
peace in our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

Yours.singerely in Christ,
+ v \
+ G.B. Re
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The Centenary of the establishment of St. Lawrence’s School, Wellawatte is an occasion
to thank God for the blessings showered upon all those who are associated with it. I too
join that chorus of praise and thanksgiving for the immeasurable service rendered by the
School to the Church and to the Nation especially in the field of education.

St. Lawrence’s School was founded in 1900 by Mrs. Janet Poulier who was Principal of
the School till 1936, and handed over to her niece, Miss Gladys Poulier. In 1951, the then
; Parish Priest of St. Lawrence’s Church, Wellawatte, Rev. Fr. Robert Fernando OMI. with
the cooperation of the parishioners purchased the School and Miss Gozmao assumed
duties as principal of the School. In January 1953, two Good Shepherd Sisters from
Kotahena were sent to the School. The first Principal of the Good Shepherd Congregation
was, Rev. Mother Finbarr. The late Rev. Fr. Robert Fernando purchased the present
Montessori building and two houses down High Street in July 1955 and the Good
| Shepherd Sisters took up residence as a community at 42, High Street, Wellawatte. Since
then Good Shepherd Sisters have been Principals of St. Lawrence’s School.

On this happy occasion I wish to pay tribute to the pioneers and all those who were
responsible over the years for the growth of this School into a leading Catholic School
in the Archdiocese of Colombo.

A celebration of this nature should also spur us to look ahead. For, the challenges of
today and tomorrow are different from those of yesterday. Guiding and preparing the
children to be torchbearers of the third Millennium is no easy task in a world that is
changing so rapidly. ; _
As I congratulate and rejoice with the present Principal, Rev. Sr. Gertrude, staff, students,

parents and well wishers of the School, let me commend you to our Good Shepherd to
lead you in the new Millennium, through the intercession of St. Lawrence your Patron.

May God bless you !
+ 4’%&

Nicholas Marcus Fernando
~Archbishop of Colombo s
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"Coming together is a beginning, Keeping together is progress
: Working together is success" (Henry Ford) '

Most often God works miracles in quiet unobtrusive ways. He has indeed worked marvels at St.
Lawrence’s in the last hundred years. Janet Poulier’s little "Drawing room school” was a beginning

- a coming together. Developing this school to what it is today required much keeping together
on the part of students, parents and teachers - that was progress. The school being offered on
very generous terms to the Catholic church by Mrs. Janet Poulier who was really and truly a
committed educationist, the Good Shepherd Nuns taking over the school administration and the
dedicated service over the years of the Principals and members of the staff became the working
together - the success story. : ’ =i

A centenary celebration is a time to wonder and ponder. Over the years we see the students
enjoying better facilities and more advantages but the same value based all round formation that
does not go out of vogue with the passing years since it is rooted deeply in the undying Christian
principles. = : '
I am indeed happy and proud to pen these few words. Yet I am filled with humble thanks giving
when I recall all those who went before me whose dedicated services helped the school to reach
the position it occupies today. ,
~ Education does not merely mean good examination results. Producing young girls and in the

early years boys of integrity who will contribute to society as good worthwhile citizens has been
the endeavour of those at the helm of our school. : : -

| Let us keep undiminished our love and loyalty to our dear Alma Mater. e :

I Let us venerate our loving Saint and Martyr, the patron of youth - St. Lawrence

f  let me conclude with these prayerful words keeping them close to our hearts

' "Jesus our help of today / Our hope of tomorrow" 2L =

St W, Grtrude ~ .




REV. FATHER [
ROBERT FERNANDO 0.M.1.
PIONEER PARISH PRIEST OF
ST. LAWRENCE’S CHURCH
AND FIRST MANAGER OF
ST, LAWRENCE’S SCHOOL, It is a str’ange coincide.nce t.hat St.

WELLAWATTE. Lawrence’s School was in existence

since 1900, thirty-eight years before

the parish of St. Lawrence was
established in 1938 in Wellawatte, with the appointment of Rev. Fr. Robert
Fernando as the first Parish Priest, an era that spanned 30 years from 1938 to 1968. It
was Mrs. Janet Poulier a born teacher who took over a house called “Lawrence Villa” in
1900 and began to hold classes in its drawing room. It was not long, before the Pouliers
christened their school “St. Lawrence’s School”. By another coincidence the Archdiocese

of Colombo decided to dedicate the new parish of Wellawatte to St. Lawrence, Deacon
and Martyr in 1938 and when in 1951 Miss. Gladys Poulier decided to hand over St.

Lawrence’s School to the Archdiocese, even though she was a staunch Methodist, the
name Lawrence would most certainly have weighed much in her decision and so it came
to pass that Father Robert Fernando in 1951 was entrusted with the management of the
school in its first one and a half years, to be followed by the Good Shepherd nuns who
have administered this great school for the last half a century.

A BLESSING - Truly the existence of the Good Shepherd nuns in close proximity to

~ St. Lawrence’s Church has been a blessing to the progress of St. Lawrence’s Parish from

1951 Indeed, St. Lawrence’s Parish without St. Lawrence’s School would have lacked
the character and poise that the school has given since its inception in 1951.

-TFR.;ROBERT, FERNANDO O.M.I. THE PIONEER - Born in Negombo, he had joined

~ St. Aloysious Seminary, Borella, when in his early teens. All seminarians, at that time

~ had to attend St. Joseph’s College, Colombo for their secondary education and so Fr.

' Robert like many other seminarians of the time, came under the benign and scholarly

- influence Qf;hat great Catholic educationist Very Rev. Fr. Maurice J LeGoc O.M.1.
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A MIGHTY ATOM - Very slightly built, Fr. Robert answered the call of the Archdiocese,
displaying grit, determination and stamina of a high order. No microphone was required for
his sermons in the little chapel at St. Lawrence Road, where the parish first took root. His
stentorian vioce rent the air Sunday after Sunday. A fine linguist, Fr. Robert was equally
fluent in English, Sinhala and Tamil, and this stood him in good stead in leading his multi-
lingual and literate flock to God. Parishioners of that era will remember his lucid exposition
of Church Liturgy and his untiring efforts to make St. Lawrence, Patron of the parish and
First Patron of the City of Colombo known to one and all. As a result the parishioners of
Wellawatte were well founded in matters of Faith, under his able guidance.

30 LONG YEARS - The Archdiocese had made the right choice. No wonder then that
Fr. Robert was destined to stay as Parish Priest for 30 long years, perhaps the longest stay by
any Parish Priest in the Colombo region, in the history of the Catholic Church in Sri Lanka.
That Fr. Robert was able to consolidate his leadership of his flock and win their confidence
for thirty long years is in itself a great tribute to this man of God. It is a fact that he not only
baptised many at St. Lawrence’s but stayed long enough to marry them and in many in-
stances bury them as well. ~

A PEREECTIONIST - What parishioners of St. Lawrence’s, past present and future will
remember Fr. Robert by, will undoubtedly be the beautiful red church with its unique de-
sign, which stands today as one of the most impressive landmarks and architectural monu-
ments of the metropolis and indeed the whole of Sri Lanka. Every ounce of brick and mor-
tar, every beam of steel or timber, had to pass his eagle eye. No technical skill did he spare
to build soundly against the wear and tear of exposure.

TRIBUTE TO SAINT LAWRENCE, MARTYR - Right through his stay at St. Lawrence’s and
particularly during the building of the church of St. Lawrence, Fr. Robert was conscious of
the fact that the church was to be dedicated to St. Lawrence, one of the greatest martyrs of
the Catholic Church, the Patron of the parish of Wellawatte and above all, the First Patron of
the City of Colombo. This church then had to be seen rising up to the stars, soaring into the
clouds, almost challenging the sky in our adoration of God. In this context it seems a pity
that Fr. Robert was unable to complete the tower-facade in front of the present church,
which still remains as it were an unfinished symphony. -

Fr. Robert took great pains to emphasise to his flock that Catholicism was preached in Sri
Lanka for the first time from the Church of St. Lawrence, at the foot of the South West
breakwater of the Colombo harbour, as far back as 1505. From the purchase of the 1 3\4 acre
block of land fronting Galle Road, exactly midway between the two bridges that guard the
approaches to Wellawatte, to the building of this Romanesque styled edifice, so happily
blending with Oriental architecture, it was Fr. Robert who led from up front. It was he who
set the seal and laid a solid foundation for the future. :

COLLABORATION OF PASTOR & PEOPLE - It would be apt to quote from a message of
the late Thomas Cardinal Cooray, on the occasion of the Consecration of this beautiful church,
a message of congratulation and sound advice, in March 1968: “Not to us then but to God’s
glory in Heaven, to His saving Presence in our midst, let this Church be a lasting monument
Let not its stateliness and adornment convey any suggestion of challenge. To all, its rising
dome, its wide portals are an assurance of brotherliness in the footsteps of the Deacon
Lawrence, glowing symbol of benefits and blessings nobly shared. Therein lies the greater
achievement, of the fine, fruitful collaboration of the Pastor, Curates and People of the Par-
ish. “Yes, Fr. Robert carried all before him. He was able to enthuse his parishioners into
action for the glory of God. His one day’s pay schemes and as many as seven carnivals bear
testimony to the full support he received from the entire parish. He was able to draw on all
sources of generosity to make the House of God a delight to His children and so pleasing to
the Eye of His Goodness.




UNITY-THE KEY TO HIS SUCCESS - Fr. Robert’s parting tribute to his flock
when he was transferred in 1968, bears repeitition here, words which we hope
will echo and re-echo through the years to come. He said: “ I might mention one
thing in particular for which this parish ought to be ever grateful to merciful God,
owing to which steady work and progress were possible. The demon of party
spirit didn’t find a place within this Parish. That this blessing will ever remain is
my earnest prayer. May St. Lawrence, the Heavenly Patron always watch over the
Parish and help it to become holy, productive of more and more zealous lay apos-
tles, and more vocations to the priestly and religious life”.

PIONEER WHO SHOWED THE WAY - There is no doubt that Father Robert has
earned a permanent niche of affection in the hearts of the people whom he sought
to serve so selflessly at Wellawatte. His name is synonymous with St. Lawrence’s.
The parish of Wellawatte was himself. For 30 years he was the leader, the shep-
herd of his flock. Everybody knew it and felt it. He was simple. He was saintly, He
was to his parishioners a great pride and a shining example. His name and the
things he did for the parish of St. Lawrence, its parishioners and indeed the whole
of Wellawatte will never be forgotten. People may come and do better than that.
People will come who will do much more than that. But Fr. Robert Fernando was
the pioneer. Our children will see him only as a mythical figure. He is the pastor
who showed the way.

So in this Centenary Celebration let us remember Fr. Robert Fernando with grati-
tude, love and affection. He passed away to his eternal reward on 1st October
1977, stricken with an illness bravely borne. Of his 51 year priesthood he had
spent 30 years at St. Lawrence’s. Let us pray for him and for the repose of his
soul. Let us pay our profoundest respects and thanks to him for all the good
things that came through him to the Parish of St. Lawrence, Wellawatte, and St.
Lawrence’s School.

MAURICE PERERA
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[he Message of
The National
Director

of Catholic Education and General Manager of Catholic Private Schools, W.P.

As St. Lawrence’s celebrates its Centenary, let’s gratefully remember Mrs. Janet Poulier, the
first principal of this hundred-year-old bastion of Christian education of Colombo 06.
Mrs. Janet Poulier held reins of office as principal till 1936 when Miss. Gladys Poulier
succeeded as principal, the former continuing to be Manageress till 1951 when Miss. Gozmao
took over as principal.

In 1953 two Good Shepherd Nuns joined the then staff and Sister Finbarr assumed duties
as Principal in July 1955. The first Community of Good Shepherd Nuns took residence at
42, High Street Wellawatte.

Now isn’t that interesting history ?

During the forty-five years the Good Shepherd Nuns have been shepherding the school it
has created a name for itself well beyond the confines of Colombo 06, touching the shores
of the island. Statistically the show-up may not be imposing - 1400 students and 60 staffers
and not a2 number people will be impressed with, given the swelling numbers of the
so-called prestigious schools of the island. That itself brings out the ideals of St. Lawrence’s!
They did not put up buildings to shelter three thousand. Statistics never bothered them
nor do they now. Bravo ! St. Lawrence’s ! Keep up your standards. Stick to your principles
and noble ideals.

Remember:
Numbers do swell and impress
But at what a cost of stress !

Be yourself, St. Lawrence’s. May your teachers not wilt under pressure of competition and
may the young ladies leaving your portals become the "valiant women" the Bible speaks of.

May the Lord continue to bless the leadership of the Good Shepherd nuns and may the
beams of your educational endeavours shine well beyond our shores !

Fr. Ivan Perera




Message from
The Provincial
Superior

Sisters of the
Good Shepherd.

Remember what God has done and give thanks to Him ..... °

It gives me great pleasure to be able to give this message for the souvenir of the
Centenary of St. Lawrence’s School, Wellawatte.

The school which had a modest beginning, run by two ladies was purchased by the
Parish of St. Lawrence’s by Rev. Fr. Robert Fernando in 1951. The school then began
functioning with the Good Shepherd Sisters in 1953 and continued to grow from
strength to strength to become one of the leading Catholic Girls’ schools in
Wellawatte.

In the Jubilee year- March 3rd, with the whole hearted co-operation of the Staff,
students, parents and past pupils, a new floor of class rooms was declared open.
Several religious, social and cultural activities were celebrated. We hope and pray
that the laudable efforts of the Principal, Staff and Past pupils will continue to forge
ahead, to carry the School through the third Millennium. May she be a treasure
house of good values and knowledge, building up the lives of the staff and students
intellectually, morally, spiritually and socially transforming them to become helpful
and honourable citizens of our Motherland.

We appreciate and thank all those who have been generous and responsible for
bringing this school to the high status it holds today in education.

May the dear Good Shepherd bless and help St. Lawrence’s to lead many young
girls to green pastures and living waters in whatever walk of life they will choose
in the future.

Sr. Mary Winifreda Perera.

Provincial Superior
Sister’s of the Good Shepherd.
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A Former Principal
§r, Carmeline
Speaks

I have no words to express my feelings of gratitude for the invitation extended to

me to give a message to your centenary magazine.

On this happy occasion I am glad to be able to join many others in conveying my
warm greetings and best wishes.

I think it is a pleasant privilege to congratulate the Principal, Staff, Past Pupils and
benefactors for their efforts during the past years which have covered many

milestones in the journey to attain academic excellence and the spiritual values
that a school needs.

In the past years the school has grown in stature and today she holds a prestigious
position in spite of various difficulties. I wish you every success in all your endeavours
which will ultimately achieve the development of our nation.

Here I wish to take the opportunity to thank all who have assisted in upholding
firmly the old traditions of St. Lawrence’s School and 1 congratulate this institute
of which I am proud to have been a past principal.

Hoping that you will take greater strides in the future I conclude with Hearty
Cheers to St. Lawrence’s School.

Sr. Carmeline




Message from
dister
Mary Agnes de Abwis

A Jubilee Celebration turns us thankfully towards the past to magnify the Lord for what He
has done. The 100th anniversary of St. Lawrence’s School, Wellawatte calls for thanksgiving
to God for His Blessings, and a kind remembrance of the founders, the Sisters,the Staff and

all collaborators down the ages to the present day. It is also, a most important stimulus for
the future. May the remembrance of the dedication of those who built these hundred years,
spur on the present generation to ever greater fidelity and daring to stride out into a new
era of loving service and growth with confidence and joy.

It is my pleasure to offer my congratulations and good wishes on this happy occasion.
One hundred years of service to the young is something to celebrate. Therefore look back
with immense wonder and gratitude to the ways and plans of God and look forward with
equal confidence, that what God has begun will continue to grow and flourish - move
forward courageously! '

May God continue to shower His Blessings on St. Lawrence’s School, as it enters

the second centenary of its history !

Sister Mary Agnes de Alwis.
Former Principal




Messagefrom |
Former Principal |
ot Mary Lynette

I have great pleasure in writing this message on the occasion of the Centenary

Celebrations of St. Lawrence’s School - a school much admired by hundreds of o
people today.

Although it started with a simple humble building with a very few children on roll,
today it is one of the leading schools in the island with many graduates teaching
and a number of past pupils who are professionals and are of great service to the
country.

My experience as a teacher and a Principal of this Convent is a memorable one.
It was a joy working with a united staff and I really enjoyed working here in this

:g»

small but beautiful convent. The experience will be an unforgettable one.

It is a co-incidence that this Centenary is being celebrated in the year 2000. I have
a few words for the children - May Jesus the Divine Teacher protect and Guide this
Convent and help the children who have to face many challenges. “Unity is strength”
and may they unitedly walk onwards with trust and confidence in Jesus the Good
Shepherd. All for the glory of God.

Sister Lyneite.




Former Principal
Revd. Sister
Nivard Senarath

St. Lawrence’s School, Wellawatte, mourned the passing away of one of its well - loved principals
- Sr. Nivard Senarath. The fact that the sisters of the Good Shepherd Congregation, elected
her provincial of their order, speaks for her qualities of mind and heart. She left our school
to take up the office of provincial.

Sr. Nivard became our principal in 1985. From the very first, her happy, cheerful smile, warm
heart and humane qualities endeared her to students, teachers and parents. Soon the principals
office room took on an air of kindness, warmth and accessibility and the students trooped
in and out of it sometimes just to say good morning to her, to shake her hand at the end of
the day or give her a slice of their birthday cake.

No longer was the principal a figure of authority or fear but an approachable, friendly person
willing to lend an ear. There were many parents who came to her for counsel and guidance
or seeking a solution to their many problems.

Her qualities of care, concern and humaneness were really outstanding. At times teachers
would go into Sister’s office to discuss what should be done about a problematic child only
to discover that Sister was only too aware of the difficult background of the student and
suggested leniency or sympathetic handling of the case.

It is not fair to judge the worth of a person by the buildings erected or external ornamentation.
However, even by this measure Sister Nivard stands out. During her tenure as principal, the
school building saw many new additions to it. With the aid from the German Holy Childhood
Fund, Sister Nivard built a beautiful pavilion with a block of classrooms above it - large enough
to accommodate parents and children at the primary school sports meet was sister’s wish.

The school hall was extended to accommodate the increasing numbers at assembly and a new
office was constructed for the principal and to make provision for the housing of the office
staff- all this without any extra strain being placed on the parents of the school.




The school had no facilities for Advanced Level studies and students wishing to do higher
studies had to enter another school. With permission from the educational authorities, Sister
commenced Advanced Level classes in commerce with provision for an Arts stream as well.
Thus many students could continue their studies in school with no interruption.

With monies sent by the pupils from abroad, Sister helped very unobtrusively many of the
pupils who faced financial difficulties. Discipline was maintained with a capital ‘D’ but not
with the traditional cane. Every assembly would be made use of by sister to impart values and
correct attitudes. She praised students for their good qualities thus strengthening them further
and spoke of the values they needed to inculcate.

The doctors who attended on Sister Nivard during her prolonged illness were amazed at the
good cheer and patience she showed during her times of trial. No word of complaint was
heard - instead she would always greet visitors with a cheerful smile while discussing her
symptoms and medication.

She was held up to others by many who knew her, as an example of courage and positive
acceptance of the long illness she bore bravely. Even after the diagnosis of cancer and
chemotherapy and ray treatment ravaged her constitution, Sister emerged ready to carry on
the work that God had in mind for her. She ended up being chosen provincial by her fellow
nuns and carried on the onerous duties the office entailed very competently despite ill health
dogging her from time to time. Her complete trust and confidence in the Lord and in the
efficacy of prayer were the rocks she clung to in the sea of pain and suffering.

She maintained that her illness had brought the congregation closer to the Lord since they
were all praying for her recovery and some with fasting and abstinence too.

The finest tribute that can be paid to Sister Nivard is to emulate the values she upheld and
do what was dear to her. One of her greatest wishes, she once said, was to build a home for
retired old nuns. She said she was saddened very much to see some of them having to climb
stairs to get to their rooms - stricken as they were with rheumatism, old age and feebleness.
She had been really sorry to see one of her own superiors doing this one day when she visited
a particular convent. With this in mind she had started working towards this project. Please
God, it will see completion.

What Sister missed most when she took office as provincial, she once said, was the children.
They missed her too. They ran to say hello to her whenever she came over to the school. To
be open to the needs of others and to be ready to help them, is the best way of following the
Master who was always available to his followers. Sister Nivard followed the Master she served
in this spirit and this is a trait that all Christians especially those in high places would do well
to keep in mind. The Lord is best served in his people.

The Master would have welcomed Sister warmly to her new home after a well spent life serving
his people. She now rejoices in the Lord !

Audprey de S. Wijeyeratne.
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A few words
K from the
==V.P. or Vicey

“Five Cents ! Only five cents ??” They chorus. “Yes” I reply. “That was the bus fare I
paid when I first joined St. Lawrence’s almost four decades ago.” The years have flown
by swiftly enough. I joined as a young girl just twenty awaiting the results of the degree
examination and here I am a grandmother on the threshold of retirement and St. Lawrence’s
and I have grown together and advanced in years and maturity.

Poron

Right through the years what I have held most dear was the simplicity genuineness and
willing helpfulness of the students and their adaptability to any given situation. This is
what I pray God, will be the hallmark of our students in the future as well. The integrity
of a person is more valuable than good exam results and that’s what St. Lawrence’s has
tried to inculcate in the students with the passage of time.

We cannot boast of eminent past pupils in high places though we do have our share of
good professionals. We have still to see them reach the pinnacles of their particular fields
which I am very sure they will do as they grow in experience and seniority. But we are
indeed very proud of the good name our pupils hold in the world outside as well disciplined,
courteous persons, co-operative, loyal and dedicated to their duty.

“Strive for the bighest” says one house motto and “Loyalty binds me” says another.
“Its noble to be good” and “Do a little and do it well” are the others. All worthy
exhortations which will lead you on the correct path especially if you do all things “For
the greater glory of God”. Well chosen words for you to live by.

Celebrations of this nature require that we look back in thanksgiving for Gods blessings
as St. Lawrence’s grew in “Wisdom and age and grace before God and man”, and
pay tribute to all those who went before us to guide the school and serve it, to bring it
to what it is today. We need to peep into the future and hope that while eradicating our
faults and failings, the spirit which is uniquely that of St. Lawrence’s will continue to
flourish in this beloved institution in all the years to come with God’s blessings and the
inspiration of our Patron, St. Lawrence.

Happy Centenary Celebrations one and all !

Audrey de S. Wijeyeratne.

.*




THE PRINCIPALS WHO GUIDED OUR SCHOOL

* Mrs. Janet Poulier * Miss. Gladys Poulier
. * Miss. Gozmao * Revd. Mother Finbarr
* Revd. Mother Madeline * Revd. Sr. Scholastica
* Revd. Sr. Carmeline * Revd. Sr. Agnes
* Mrs. Audrey de S. Wijeyeratne
(acting Principal)
* Revd. Sr. Colette * Revd. Sr. Lynette Perera
* Revd. Sr. Nivard Senarath
* Revd. Sr. Ruth Vas (acting Principal)
* Revd. Sr. Francine Muthugala
* Revd. Sr. Gertrude Vithanage
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'DLESSED ARE THEY VHO DIE IN THELORD

Founders of the school

Mrs. Janet Poulier
Fr. Robert Fernando

Past Principals
Miss. Gladys Poulier
Rev. Sr. M. Finbarr
Rev. Sr. Nivard Senarath
Rev. Sr. M. Colette

Teachers who died in service
Mrs. Nirmala Wanniarachchi
Mrs. Devaki Cumaraswamy
Miss. Nadeera Perera

Others

Miss. E. Gunarathne
Miss. Lou Bartholemusz
Mrs. Senanayake
Miss. Felsianes
Mrs. Julie Weerasinghe
Miss. May Oorloff
Mrs. Girly Dabrera
Mrs. M. Sinharayar
Mrs. N. Muller
Mrs. R. Sieble
Mrs. V. Baptist
Mrs. J. L. Jayawardana

Students who died while in school

Krishani Thilakaratne
Nadishika Lorensuhewa
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St. Lawrence’s School has just completed 100 years of useful and
dedicated service to the community and it's with great hope and
enthusiasm that we look forward to another century of the same.

This Souvenir attempts to focus on the objectives and progress made
so far, so as to give everyone an opportunity to see us as we are.
Starting as a small “Drawing room School” in Wellawatte, it has
blossomed out to be one of the leading girl schools in Colombo and
Sri Lanka today. This position was not attained over night but, through
a long period of time with great decidation and loyalty on the part of
all those who toiled for it. Most of the articles written here would
divulge the golden history of this institution and also the hardships
undergone by the pioneers. The most important purpose of the
foreward of this magazine is to emphasize the fact that all those glories
were due to sheer untiring efforts of all those who served the school,
whether as principals, teachers, parents or students. It must be noted
that St. Lawrence’s School is well known for its family feeling and
team spirit in everything that they do. This feeling of unity has been
the secret for all their achievements. Whether a Catholic, a Buddhist,
a Muslim or a Tamil, we were all like members of one family genuinely
working together for a common aim, progress and welfare of the
students. That same spirit should prevail in the future too. The young
students, the young teachers serving under their principals should
take it into their hearts, that this spirit should go on. Then everyone
would feel that she is a part and parcel of the school and this would
inspire everyone to give of her best. This should secure the future
progress of St. Lawrence’s.

The magazine committee wish to say ‘a very big thank you’ to all
specially to Mr. Deega Somapala who was responsible for all the
photographs, Mr. M. D. M. Rizvi for this publication turning out a
beautiful end product. The Principal Rev. Sr. Mary Gertrude for the
immense support given to us.

May all of us who have the welfare of the school at heart direct our
efforts to uplift its activities both academic and extra - curricular so
that together in the new millennium we will achieve “ the greater
glory of God and the honour of the school*.




THE PREFECT BODY OF
ST. TAWRENCE'S SCHOOL

PREFECTS BATCH 2000

Seated Left to Right : Randima Ariyarajah (Dept. Games Captain), Mrs. Marietta de Silva
(Teacher in Charge), Gimara Goonawardene (Dept. Head Prefect), Sr. Mary Gertrude (Principal), |
Louzanne Perera (Head Prefect), Mrs. Audrey de S. Wijeyratne (Vice Principal), ]
Dilshani Candappa (Games Captain) y

1st Row Left to Right : Tanuja Chetandas, Gayani Hettiarachchi, Dilini Perera,
Piumi Manikuwadura, Shalani Samarasinghe, Harindiani Bellana, Kanisha Handapangoda,
Patricia Arander, Nimani Andradi, Ishari Byrde.
2nd Row Left to Right : Michelle Jarkie, Jayashani Ankuburegedara, Ruzna Azmeer,
Tirsha Misso, Jayani Dissanayake, Sunisha Abeyewardene, Shehara Perera,
_Neloufa Jaleel, Nilanthi Ekanayake, Jacqueline David, Tania Kelaart, Sahani Randika .
3rd Row Left to Right : Tarika Perera, Piumini Pieris, Kithmini Boteju, Achini de Silva,

naneesna Jayaw , @andamadll Vie .

When we speak or hear of St. Lawrence’s the first thing that is mentioned is the high level
of discipline. This is the reputation that the school has kept alive through the 100 years of
it’s existence. And indeed it is something to be proud of. But maintaining it is not an easy
task. And this is why the prefect body was formed. Even though there were prefects and
houses from the time of Mrs. Poulier the four houses were re-named to what they are
known as today by Revd. Sr. Mary Finbarr after the nuns took over the running of the
school.

Under the leadership of the head girl of the school, assisted by the deputy head girl, the
games captain and the deputy games captain (unfortunately the records of all these names
are not available) along with the four house prefects from each house formed the prefect
body of the school. These prefects along with the others who succeeded them over the
years took up the responsibilities given to them and strived hard under the watchful eyes
of our dear principals and teachers to maintain discipline in the school.

Aside from maintaining law and order, the prefeets both past and present have been instru-
mental in assisting the staff at important school occasions. For example at prize givings,
sports meets, concerts and many other functions. Organizing and taking part in prefects
days and other projects are also part of the responsibilities of being a prefect. We were
given insights into leadership that helped us to realize the tasks that lie ahead of us at a




PRIMARY PREFECTS
Left to Right : Primeshika Fernando, Shaade Cuttilan, Abhirramy Paramarajah,
Shezina Zarook, Sanora Rodrigo, Inoma de Silva, Malshinie Perera, Ruqgaiyah Ariff
Nilanthi Gooneratne (Primary Sectionel Head) Sr. Principal

leadership programme organized by the Subodhi Institute of Integral Education.

Almost a 100 years on, the prefects body of the school today consists of 40 Prefects which
include the head prefect, the deputy head prefect, the games captain, the deputy games
captain, 16 house prefects, 12 senior prefects and 8 junior prefects. As the number of
students increased over the years so did the number of prefects. Appointed at the begining
of each year, the prefects take up their duties after a simple ceremony at which they give a
solemn promise, which is taken on their behalf by the head prefect.

There’s a lot to gain by becoming a prefect. It opens our eyes towards many aspects of life.
It gives us a sense of responsibility, loyalty, discipline and duty. It also helps us to take firm
decisions and act accordingly, to set an example to others, to work together as one team
and above all to preserve the good name of the school. It also shows us that education is
not just confined to classrooms and books but that there are many opportunities lying
beyond.

It is indeed an honour and a privilege to become a prefect. But it is also a challenge.
A challenge waiting to be met by bringing out the best in us, and I hope that we’ve met this
challenge and given it our best. I conclude by wishing the future leadess of our school the
best of luck and hope that they too like their predecessors will continue to carry on their
duties according to the oath we take with pride, as we were worthy to be chosen to lead
with humility, for we realize only too well our own faults and failings.

“We promise to carry out the duties entrusted to us to the best of our abilities for the
greater glory of God and the honour of our school”.

GIMARA GOONAWARDENA
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LFADERS THROUGH THE YEARS

1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975

1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000

HEAD PREFECTS

Tania de Jong, Gloria Perera

Romaine Jansan
Mausooma Kamaldeen
Rukshana Hashim
Rukshana Hashim
Dilrukshi Fernando
Rohana Renganathan
Lindoll Williams
Vanessa Chapman
Sheren de Alwis -
Jennifer Henricus
Angela Paulpillai
Nirmala Gomez
Nirmala Gomez
Dushyanthi Thurairatnam
Rossitha Dissanayake
Jessica Gunawardena
Jessica Gunawardena
Nicolette Alphonso
Marguerite Hopman
Karen Parsons

Avis Muller

Sabrina Christoffelsz
Geraldine Parsons
Thushari Nathaniel
Tamara Avery
Jacqueline Thangarajah
Dilani Dhammapala
Deborah Ferdinands
Judith Fernando
Natasha Goonawardene
Anne Nicholas
Therese Khan
Michelle Alles

Eunice Benjamin
Louzanne Perera

GAMES CAPTAINS

Sandra Bastiansz
Sandra Bastiansz
Chandani Perera
Chandani Perera
Sharron Neydorff
Sharron Neydorff
Chrisanthie Perera
Rosie Hubert

Shazlin Saheed
Ranmali Fernando
Ranmali Fernando
Anushka Amunugama
Jaqueline Fernando
Sunethra Amarasinghe
Sunethra Amarasinghe
Tania Joseph

Sharon Peitersz
Gayani Sudusinghe
Samanthi Liyanage
Mohana Weerakoon
Mizly Mackie
Chandrika de Silva
Inaaz Jawfer

Rochelle de Livera
Michelle de Livera
Lakmali Perera
Shehara Grero
Ayesha Thajudeen
Zeenath Hidaya
Rozanne Kelaart
Sabrina de Livera
Ann Gunasekera
Dilshani Candappa

These names were obtained from the records available. We are very
aware that the list may not be a complete one. Our apologies if any

names have been inadvertently omitted.
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House Misti
Mrs. Nilani St
Asst. House 1
Rev. Sr. Nilanth
Miss. Rani Josepl!
Miss. Lasanthi Fe;
Mrs. Latha Ranathi
Mrs. Erin Dias
Mrs. P. Kularathnam
Mrs. Nilanthi Gooner
Miss. Samara Perera
Miss. Devmini Fernand
Mrs. Sriyani Fernando
Miss. Nimali Fernando

House Captain - Jacqueline David

Deputy House Captain - Patricia Arander
- Games Captain - Shalini Samarasinghe

Deputy Games Captain- Ruzna Azmeer.

Thanks to the untiring efforts and moral support from the House Mistress,
Teachers, House Captains, Senior Prefects and members in the past as well as at present, [
am glad to say that our house has managed to keep up the standards both in the sports and
academic fields, achieved by team spirit of the members, which the teachers of our house
always encouraged us to cling on to. The colour of our house is ‘dark green,
although it used to be light blue in the past. It can be said that Loretto House with green as
the colour, has sailed quite smoothly throughout the years, gaining experience as well as
achieving victory in all endeavours undertaken.

e
L to R :- Shalim Samarasinghe, Mrs. Nilani Suraweera, :
Jacqualine David, Ruzna Azmeer Absent :- Patricia Arander




Even though the four houses were founded in 1954, our first inter-house sportsmeet
at St. Peter’s College grounds was held in 1968 and it also became a success story, as we
achieved obtaining the second place, while also bagging the trophies for the march past as
well as the senior, junior and intermediate championships. Thereafter in 1969 we
became the overall champions and later was pushed to second place in 1970. We
became the overall champions in the years '72, ‘75, ‘81, ‘82, ‘96, ‘97. We have been striving
hard to secure a place at the top, always securing either first or second place. We have also
succeeded in winning coveted trophies at the sports meets such as the Trophy for the
march past as well as the Challenge cups for the championships of different
categories. Loretto also won the first place many times at the inter-house netball matches
held annually. Thanks to the co-operation and unyielding spirit and team work of the girls,

' at this years sportsmeet too, we were able to secure second place, while bagging the trophies
for Gymnastics as well as the under 15, under 19, under 21 championships and Inter house
winners of all group relays. Romany Jansen Jayaranjani Selvaraj, Dhammika Athureliya,
Indu Kodikara, Medha Abeysinghe, Deepa Dissanayake, Meththani Herath are some of the
out standing athletes who brought honour to the house by excelling in athletics and
establishing school records while proving the unyielding spirit within the Athletes of our
house.

Speaking of the special merit Loretto House has earned as a result of the
academic success, our house has achieved in winning the challenge cups at the prize giving
for English, Mathematics, General Proficiency and the Do You Know competition on Science
most of the time throughout the years as well as the Challenge cup for
General Knowledge continuously.

We won the inter-house challenge cup for English this year and the challenge cup for the
Centenary Quiz - which is also an event that was organized especially for the
Centenary Celebrations. I am very glad to say that the girls eagerly learnt about our school’s
history and her journey throughout the century and once again proved that our team spirit
and commitment to the house, keep us going.

It is a fact that what we are today is because of the unstinted support, guidance and
dedication of the house mistresses in the past as well as at present. Speaking of these
dedicated house mistresses Mrs. G. Dabarera was the first house mistress. Thereafter came
Miss. R. Joseph who served as the house mistress for about 20 years assisted by
Mrs. L. Ranathunga. Miss. Joseph still continues to be the live wire of our house, for she
has been right behind us through all the times and her great service rendered to the house
was not limited to the period that she served as the house mistress but continues up to
date. After Miss. Joseph, Mrs. L. Ranathunga took over as house mistress thereafter followed
by Miss. Bernadette de Silva, and Miss. Lasanthi Fernando who were all energetic, dedicated
house mistresses. Mrs. Nilani Suraweera is the present house mistress. A special word of
thanks goes out to them for we are greatly indebted to them for their great service rendered
to the house and also for their advice and guidance which they have no hesitation in offering
to us, and also continues up to date.

So I conclude saying that while striving hard to maintain the standards our house has
pulled through quite successfully, due to the unstinted support, commitment and
co-operation of the house mistresses, teachers, captains and most of all the members who
have all helped in making our endeavours successful. I also take this opportunity to thank
the parents of the past and present members of Loretto House for their generosity,
commitment and genuine interest shown in their child’s progress in the sports and the
academic fields, which helped our members to excel individually and also the overall
performance of the house. I hope that the girls will keep up the good work, most of all, the
‘team spirit which has kept us going, while living up to our motto “It’s noble to be good” in
school as well as in society.

Jacqueline David
House Captain
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Z € Mistresses - Ms.Christa Perera

L Ms. Gayathri Fernando

g Mrs. Dilini Wickramasinghe

d Ms. Iresha Fernando,

. Mrs. Padmini De Silva.

House Captain - Nilanthi Ekanayake

Deputy House Captain - Tirsha Misso

E Games Captain - Tania M. Kelaart

8 Deputy Games Captain

s Kanisha Handapangoda
r

Lourdes House together with the other three houses were established in the year 1954.

e Since then the girls with tea t and the motto in mind, have pulled through with great

£ effort and determination. With the guidance of our teachers we have achieved much in the

ii athletics and academic fields.
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L to R :- Kaneesha Handapangoda, Tania Kelaart, : :
Miss. Dilrukshi Perera, Nilanthi Ekanayake, Tirsha Misso




Although annual sports meets were held in the school grounds since the four houses were
founded, the inaugural inter-house sportsmeet was held in the year 1968 at St. Peter’s
College grounds. The girls with the spirit of dignity and grace, gloriously led the marching
squad. We succeeded in winning the Intermediate Championship and the shield for Senior
Champions. In 1970 we clinched the second place in the march past. Although our house
had no spectacular achievement we never gave up and strove courageously. 1971 was an
impressive year in the field of athletics as our house produced a record breaking champion,
Razeena Rashid. We had a successful end to the day as we won the trophy for the best
marching squad. In the years to follow laurels were not for us, but we gained much
experience in co-operation and teamwork. To win is our goal to attempt is our ideal. With
that in mind we succeeded in securing the overall championship in the years 1984, 1985,
1987, 1989, 1990, 1992 and 1993. Throughout the years we have produced many
outstanding athletes who kept the spectators spell bound as they brought pride and joy to
the house and even to the school. Razeena Rashid, Jinesha Amarasinghe, Taniya
Jayawardene, Michelle De Livera, Chandrika De Silva and Malindra Silva are the names of
those whose desires were Citius, Altius, Fortius or Faster, higher and stronger. Netball has
also been a popular game for our girls from as early as 1960’s. We have won many trophies
in inter-house netball tournaments and have produced many outstanding performers for
the school team. In the year 2000 sportsmeet we succeeded in winning the most coveted
trophy, that is the trophy for the march past for the second successive year. Eleven year old
Sherine Illapperuma was the star of the meet as she was awarded the shield for the under
twelve champion. Unfortunately victory was far away for us. But, the determined efforts of
the prefects together with the guidance of our teachers and the co-operation of the members
made us glad reaching this milestone.

Our achievements in the academic field were quite spectacular through the years. Our first
accomplishment was in the year 1965 as we won awards for conduct and application as
well as for studies in general. In the years to follow we have been awarded trophies for
Mathematics, English Language, General Proficiency and Science. At the year 2000 prize
giving we succeeded in winning the second place in the science Do You Know? Contest.
Healthy competition has always been the intention of our house. And the girls have forever
bound themselves with loyalty to their house of unchanging blue. Here I thank and felicitate
all our members past and present for their untiring efforts to achieve everything we’ve
accomplished. And I present my profound gratitude to all the parents of the past and
present members who are earnestly devoted and committed to discover and develop the
true abilities in us. I also offer a special vote of thanks to the past House Mistresses for
encouraging us to put forth strength, force and ability through thick and thin.

The ever cheerful, yet sacrificial and dedicated teacher Mrs. Charlotte Silva was the founder
house mistress followed by Mrs. Bernadette Guneratne, Mrs. Monica Moldrich, Mrs. Rangani
Wickramasinghe, Miss. R. Subramaniam, Mrs. Asoka Kuruppu, Mrs. Chandima Perera and
Mrs. Heather Perera. The time and energy that they sacrificed will always be remembered
in a special way. Although a slight haze of bad luck has prevented us from achieving our
goal for the last few years, it is obvious that our ambitious and talented girls will never give
up and will continue striving like their predecessors did till they emerge victorious one
day. That spirit and the guidance of Our Lady of Lourdes will always keep us true to our
house.

Nilantbhi Ekanayake
House Captain
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' House Mistress -
Mrs. Jacintha Wickramasinghe

Asst. House Mistresses -

Mrs. A. de S. Wijeyeratne

Mrs. Rose Mudalige

Mrs. Marie Dias

Mrs. Udeshika Kumarasinghe

Miss. Shyama Fernando

Miss. Chamindre Hewawasam

Rev. Sr. Priyangika. House Captain - Shehara Perera
Deputy House Captain - Raneesha Jayaweera

Games Captain - Michelle Jarkie

Deputy Games Captain - Jayashani Ankumburegedera

During the period under review fortune has come our way and crowned most of our endeavours
with a measure of success. This was due mainly to the determination of every individual student of
the house, the painstaking services of the house prefects and the unstinted efforts of the dedicated
House Misstresses.

L to R :- Raneesha Jayasekera, Michelle Jarkie,
Mrs. Jacintha Wickramasinghe, Shehara Perera, Jayashani Ankumburegedera




Success first came our way at the very first Inter house sportsmeet held at St. Peter’s College grounds
in 1968, at which time we were under the guidance of Mrs. A. de S. Wijeyaratne. We became the
overall champions and this was followed in the years 1970, 1971, 1978 and so on. Since then even
though we cannot boast of winning the overall championship, we have been able to carry away
many other awards and shields such as the Interhouse Netball championship for 5 years (which we
still continue to win at the Interhouse Netball matches held every September), the shield for
Interhouse Marching also for 5 years, the Interhouse Relay championship for 4 years, the All round
Juvenile championship for 4 years, the All round Junior championship for 2 years and the All round
Senior championship also for 2 years. This outstanding performance led us to winning the Challenge
Shield for Interhouse Sports at the Annual Prize Giving of 1976.

The founder House Mistress was Mrs. Misso who was succeeded by Miss. Noelle Pandithakoralage,
Mrs. Sujatha Arseculeratne, Mrs. Audrey de S. Wijeyaratne, Mrs. S Shanmugarajah, Mrs. Rose
Mudalige, Mrs. Clotilda Fernando, Mrs. Charmaine Akmeemana, Miss. Anne Perera and finally Mrs.
Jacintha Wickramasinghe in the years 1999 and 2000. It was during her time after a lot of hard work
and determination that we were able to reach the highest place once again. In 1999 we became the
Overall Champions of the Interhouse Sportsmeet and this was followed in the year 2000 as well.

Amongst many outstanding performers Sandra Bastiansz, Sharmini Felix, Enoka Ramanayake,
Sharmila Fernando, Sharon De Silva, Sandra Jayasekera, Shuan Barbutt, Fazeena Akram,
Gaya Wickramasinghe, Sharon Neydorff, Sabrina De Livera and Anne Gunasekara have established
records in the history of Lisieux House. Sandra Bastiansz who has won fame as an outstanding
Games Captain and Athlete, still holds unbroken records in hurdles and long jump. Sabrina de
Livera and Anne Gunasekara participated in the circuit, Zonal and Provincial meets this year and
won places in all events they entered. Anne Gunasekara is also a member of the Colombo District
Netball Team and the Junior National Netball Development pool as well as the Colombo District
Basketball Team and the Sri Lanka Schools Basketball Team. Melanie Mack is also another member
of the Junior National Netball Development Team. They have the honour of being the first Athletes
due to receive student colours this year.

The success, hard work and determination is not limited to sports alone. Lisieux House has been
able to maintain a good record in studies as well. We started off by winning the Challenge Shield
for Mathematics in 1975 and thereon for 6 years including this year. The Challenge Shield for
English Language came to us for almost 10 years and the Challenge Shield for General Proficiency
was won by us for 7pyears. We also won the Challenge Shield for the Science “Do you know” contest
in 1996 and 2000. The talent that our students possess was also shown when we celebrated the
feast of our Patron, St. Therese of Lisieux on the 3rd of October 1969, when we were placed 3rd at
the Interhouse Singing Competition held this year. It was during this time that our House colour
changed from pink to orange.

“STRIVE FOR THE HIGHEST” is our motto and that is definitely what we intend doing.
A big Thankyou goes out to our House Mistresses, House Prefects and each individual student of
Lisieux House past and present for their unstinted effort and we hope that Lisieux House will
always be at the highest levels in whatever they strive to attain.

May our patron Saint Therese of Lisieux be with us in all our endeavours.
.

SHEHARA PERERA
House Captain.
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stant House Mistresses -
Rev. Sr. Madeline
Mrs. Marietta De Silva
Mrs. S. Amarajeewa
<\ © W R \\\‘}-\‘ Mrs. Lena Rajakarunaratne
QQ\\\ Mrs. Sajeewani Silva

Mrs. Philomina Mudalige
Mrs. Rosemary Senarath
Miss. Enoka Peiris
H ouse Captain - Tarika Perera
Deputy House Captain - Piume Manikkuwadura
Games Captain - Jayani Dissanaike
Deputy Games Captain - Dilini Perera

ASSISTant

Lima House is one of the four houses which began in the year 1954. The first Sports Meet
was held in 1968. Although the students of Lima House did not do well they lived up to
their motto “Do a little and do it well” as best as they could.

In the year 1968 the Sports Meet was made an annual feature, this year however was
quite propitious as we won the Senior relay trophy. In the year 1970 Lima had the foremost

L to R :- Piumi Manikkuwadura, Tharika Perera, Manel Bothaju,
Jayani Dissanayaka, Dilini Perera




jumpers and junior runners. We also managed to collect the most amount of money on
the Flag Day competition, and also became the throw ball champions. Lima House was
unanimously declared winners in the Singing Competition held that same year. In 1965
we achieved the runner up award for the inter house netball shooting and also I am proud
to say that we were awarded two trophies for good conduct and punctuality. Once again
in the years 1971, 1972, and 1973 we were awarded the trophy for the Flag Day collection.
In 1973 and in 1999 we came first in the inter house marching squad. In 1973 and in
1974 we were awarded the inter house challenge trophy for Netball shooting. Limarites
became over all champions in 1983, 1987, 1989, 1995 and 1998. In 1997 Lima House
was awarded first place in the Drill display.

Not only did the students of Lima House prove their worth in Sports but also in studies.
This I disclose to you by showing what we have achieved during the past years. We were
awarded the inter house challenge trophy for Maths in the years 1973, 1974, 1982,
1993, and 1996. We did not stop at that. We went on to take the challenge trophy for
the Science Do You Know contest in 1991 and 1994 and also we were awarded the Inter
House challenge trophy for English in 1993 and 1974. We began winning the challenge trophy for
General Proficency in 1975 and it was awarded to us in 1980, 1988, 1994, 1996 and also in the
year 2000. Once again we were awarded the Cup for good conduct in the year 1980 and in 1982.
We were also awarded the challenge trophy for General Knowledge."

Lima House has produced some of St. Lawrence’s most outstanding athletes, such as
Christina Nugara, Rasangi Anthony, Jayani Dissanayake, Ramona Jansz, Muffeena Ameen,
Vasana Fernando, Dulangi Jayamaha, Turini Subasinghe and Dilani Jayamaha. We also
have had many active House Teachers in the past, some of them are Mrs. Rani Karalsingham,
Mrs. L. Ratnasingham and Mrs. J. Maheshwaram. They are not with us anymore as they
have moved on to greener pastures and are very happy in Canada.

“Do a little and do it well” is our motto and we certainly have been doing just that.
I would like to take this opportunity firstly to thank our dear teachers who have been the
makers of Lima House for the past four decades. Secondly I would like to thank the house prefects
for all the hard work and last but not least I would like to thank my fellow Limarites for never
giving up hope of victory.

Tarika Perera
House Captain.
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The Past Pupils’ Association was founded on the 2nd of March 1985.
Prior to this, we are given to understand that there were many attempts
to form a PPA, but without success. However, thanks to a group of the
senior teachers (Mrs. Audrey Wijeratne, in particular) who spread the
word around requesting as many Past Pupils to meet in the School
Hall on the 2nd of March, we have bounded together for the past 15
years.

The inaugural meeting was attended by a very small group of approximately 50 Past Pupils, where
they appointed a Committee to set about drawing up a Constitution and getting some activity going.
Since then, the Membership has grown to 264 at present with 30 Life Members Standing firm by the
PPA motto “Let Love and Loyalty Bind Us”.

The Activities of the PPA has included:

(1) Annual Picnic and Year - end Christmas parties (for the families) with a view to
“foster social relationships and build a bond of unity amongst the Past Pupils.”

(2) Joint celebrations of our Patron’s feast with the present pupils. This has indeed helped to
bond with the present pupils/ teachers - especially the Annual Netball Match for the Noelle
Jayamaha Trophy.

(3)  Fund raising events to support the advancement and welfare of the School. We have Organized
2 Raffles, a Coffee Evening, two “One Day Fairs” and the first Dinner Dance last year. The
Funds collected have been utilized to purchase 2 computers for the School, books for the
library and equipment for the new Building.

In 1999, we felicitated the teachers who had completed 25 years of service to the School, with the
presentation of Plaques in appreciation of the dedicated service.

It must be mentioned that in comparison to the number of students who have been in
St. Lawrence’s School over the century, the number of members in the PPA is only a minute
percentage. It is hoped that many more will make an effort to join in and renew old friendships and
make several new ones and bond with their Alma Mater.

May the PPA grow in strength and unity for a great many more years to come!

Mrs Nirmala Rayen, first President of the Past Pupils’ Association
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[AURENTIAN FELLOWSHIP OVERSEAS

The Past Pupils of St Lawrence’s School in Australia, celebrated the Centenary Year
with a Dinner Dance held on the 19th August, in Melbourne. Given below is an
extract from the Dance Souvenir that was published for the occasion.

The Laurentian
Fellowship in

Australia

In July 1986, a small but noisy
and enthusiastic group of ‘old
girls’ gathered in Carnegie to
meet and reminisce about the
‘good old days’. Thanks to our
dear friend Sr Tania de Jong for
initiating this happy get-together
the Laurentian Fellowship in [& : - Vo
Australia was born. b PA-Branch of Australia

Fourteen years on we have grown in strength and unity. Our meetings - where Laurentians of
all ages and from all walks of life can meet, relax, have a few laughs and plan our fund raising
events - are always warm and homely. However do bring along your sense of humour, because
I have to admit on occasion the jokes and anecdotes could be a trifle risque. In the old days the
racalcitrant would have been admonished with a good old fashioned ‘thundering slap’ a long
detention or more than a few penitent Hail Mary’s in the chapel after school.

Here in Australia we have seen each other through the good times and the bad; rejoiced in each
other’s happiness and success and been supportive and caring in times of sadness and hardship.
It is truly wonderful and inspiring to realise that after so many years a bond of true friendship
to each other and loyalty to our Alma Mater has been forged and will hopefully continue for
generations to follow.

Let us keep up the good work we have been able to accomplish, and after heartfelt thanks to all
our friends in Australia who have so generously supported us with donations and sponsorships.
This has enabled us to keep the school scholarship fund afloat and help support the Good
Shepherd orphanage in Nuwara Eliya. Mother Finbarr, our first principal from the Good
Shepherd Order who has sadly passed away and holds a very special place in all our hearts,

initiated this institution. Mother Madeleine - also very dear to many of us ‘older’ old girls is now
carrying on her good work.

Last but not we are gathered here to have a great time and dance the night away in true Laurentian
style, while we welcome new friends, renew old ties and continue to keep the red and gold flag
proudly flying in our new homeland.

Thank you all for your presence and
support and have a wonderful evening.

Terri (Pereira) Paulusz
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REPORT OF THE PARENT - TEACHER ASSOCIATION

Committee Members -
P.T.A. 2000 - 2001

Seated from L to R - Mr. M.H. Bellana,
Mrs. M. Boteju, Mrs. A. De S. Wijeyeratne
(V. President), Mr, David Crusz
(V. President, Parent), Rev. Sr. Gertrude
(President), Mrs. E. David ( Hon. Secretary),
Miss. C. Hewawasam (Asst. Secretary),
Mr. F. Marikkar, Mr. B. Benedict.

Standing from L to R
Mrs. M. Dias, Mrs. N. Goonerathne,
Mrs. Gorokgahagoda, Mrs. Shiraza Rizvi,
Mrs. R. Senarath, Mrs. K, Morris,
Mrs. S. Perera, Mrs. U. Kumarasinghe
(Treasurer), Mrs. R.J. Thiele,
Mrs. M. De Silva, Mrs. S. Peiris

Committee Members

P.T.A. 1999 - 2000

Seated from Left to Right - Mr. M. H. Bellana,
Mrs. M. Boteju, Mrs. A De S. Wijeyaratne
(V. President), Mr. David Crusz
(V. President Parent),

Rev. Sr. Gertrude (President),

Mr. F. Marikkar (Hon. Secretary),
Miss. C. Hewawasam (Asst. Secretary),
Mrs. E. Dias, Mr. B. Benedict.
Standing from Left to Right -

Mrs. Gorokgahagoda, Mrs. F. Jazeel,
Mrs. N. Goonarathne, Mrs. A. Benjanin,
Mrs. U. Kumarasinghe,

Mrs. M. De Silva, Miss. L. Fernando,
Mrs. M. Dias, Mrs. E. David.
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As the Secretary of the Parent - Teacher Association, it gives me great pleasure on this occasion
to give this message, as to how the P.T.A. has been participating in the school activities.

The Inaugural General Meeting of St. Lawrence’s School, Parent - Teacher Association was held
on the 26th of January 1971 and office bearers were elected to form a committee. The first
committee meeting was held on the 2nd of April 1971. From this year onwards the P.T.A. of St.
Lawrence’s School has been moving forward.

Though the school completed 75 years in 1975, the school did not celebrate it because the
Good Shepherd Nuns took over the school in 1951. So the school celebrated its Silver Jubilee
on the 10th of July 1976.

In 1980 a building project for new class-rooms was started and successfully completed it in
1982 January, By 1986 the school had the status of a fully fledged senior secondary school with
the right to hold A/L classes in Commerce and Arts. A/L classes commenced in 1986.

The Past Pupils Association was firmly established in 1986. A fund raising project was inaugurated
for the expenses of the pavilion for sports activities and some class-rooms in the upper storey.
In 1994 a fair was organized by the P.P.A. to collect funds for a Computer Section. The computer
section was declared open on the 26th January 1996, where our children now have the privilege
of learning computer studies while in school. It was at this stage that our present Rev. Sr.
Principal Sr. Gertrude decided to put up a few more class-rooms. The total expenditure for the
building was 33 lakhs.




The P.P.A. organized their first dinner dance in aid of the building fund. The Lawrentian Walk
was organized in 1999 to commence Centenary Celebrations and it was a success. A drama was
staged by the students and many more fund raising projects were organized to make this a
success. We had the ceremonial opening of the new class-rooms in March 2000, and now we
have come to the much awaited Centenary Celebrations.

This message is not complete without our special thanks to all our Past and Present Rev. Sr.
Principals under whose wise guidance and steward-ship this school has progressed into a much
respected educational institution. Not forgetting our past and present tutorial staff, all the
committee members who have served in the committees for the past so many years and our
parents whose fullest support is with us at all times.

Finally I conclude my message stating that the aim of our Association is to work for the betterment
of the school and where there is understanding, co-operation and loyalty, then we could make
the school a leading educational institute.

I wish the school all success and may it grow under the Good Lord’s Guidance.

E. David

* The Holy Childhood Society

- U o N : i 3
The Holy Childhood Society of St. Lawrence’s School was inaugurated in the year 1994, under the
guidance of the Principal Rev. Sister Mary Francine. All the students of Grades 3, 4 and 5 were the
members of this society. At the beginning there were about 250 members and about 17 animators
including a few teachers who were trained to conduct the meetings. At the start Rev. Sister Mary
Theresa was in charge of this society.
&

The Director of the Holy Childhood Society, Rev. Fr. Tony Martin takes a keen interest in this
society and helps us whenever he is asked and celebrates Mass with the members and the other
students.

The present children too take a lot of interest in the activities of the society. Presently Rev. Sister
Madeleine and Miss Nilani Mallawarachchi conduct the meetings every fortnight in the mornings,
and these help the children to inculcate spiritual and human values and help them to be little
apostles of Christ spreading the values of the Kingdom to those around them.

A member of the
Holy Childbood Society
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THE ROSE VIRGINIE CLUB

In our school the Rose Virginie club was started in
the year 1996. At the beginning we had a
membership of thirty students. These members meet
regularly on every first Wednesday of the month.
The meeting commences with the meditation on a
relevant Gospel passage for the theme of the day.
This is the followed by a reading on the life of Rose
Virginie and then the members share their
experiences.

In the early years it grew under the direction of Mrs.
Sherani Amarajeeva. In the year 1997 there were fifty
six members and gradually the members increased.
In 1998 there were 100 members and now we are
nearly 125 members.

As the members increased in 1998 the club divided
into two groups Seniors and Juniors. The Senior 0F MORE VALUE THAN
section is directed by Rev. Sisters Shermila and THE
Namalie and presently Sister Namalie and Sr.
Priyangika are working on it. Mrs Sherani
Amarajeeva is directing the Junior Section.

Our Motto -

?
ENTIRE WORLD
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The Rose Virgine Club Celebrates the
Feast of St. Euphrasia

Like our Patron Rose Virginie we try to learn and
imitate her many virtues, specially helping the poor,
the marginalized, the neglected and the disabled and
praying for the church and the conversion. of
sinners.

To make this a reality-

We pray together for people who are in need of our prayers
on the two important days of Rose Virginie’s life that is her
birthday and her feastday. Holy Mass is celebrated together
with the other students in the school.

In order to widen our knowledge of Rose Virginie and her
life a quiz programme was organized.

M We visited Mother Theresa’s Orphanage in Moratuwa and
i distributed some gifts to them.

We also visited a home for mentally retarded children at Prithipura where our members showed their
love, care and concern to the inmates and also offered gifts to them.

We visited a Home for the Elders at Nayakakanda and Wellawatte.

We had a tea party with the children who are in the Wellawatte orphanage and had a great time with
them.

Every year we particiﬁhte in the Annual gathering of the Rose Virginie club members at Tewatta.
During the lent season we participated in the way of the cross with the members of the other clubs at
Mabima.

As we are striving to achieve the qualities of Rose Virginie we the members of the club hope and pray
that our aim will be actualized in our lives so that we may grow in grace and help others along their way.




Legion of Mary

Left to Right Seated : Roshini Dabare (Vice President), Christine Senaratne (President), Eshaidhi,
Ratnayake (Secretary), Dulanjali Mihidukulasiriya
Standing : Nadinka Perera, Melanie Benette, Hishani Arasaratnam, Rashmi De Silva, Poorna Perera,
Taryna Dharmarathe, Janice Benjamin.
Absent : Yoshini De Cruze, Shalini Haipe
- - —
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The Legion of Mary is an Association where the Legionaries are the soldiers of Mary
who fight the battle of evil.

Meetings are held every Monday at 2.30 p.m. in the Legion of Mary room. The rosary
is recited and the meeting commences. Each member receives a work assignment and
does it under the guidance of Mother Mary. Subjects are discussed by every member

during the allocutio.

The Curia is formed by the different praesidiums of schools and parishes in Colombo.
The Cruia organizes functions and outings and also requests the office bearers of each
praesidium to attend the monthly Curia meetings.

The Legionaries participate in the Acies function, visit homes and orphanages.
Maw Sevana in Mattakkuliya, is the orphanage which all praesidiums in Colombo give

donations to.
The current office bearers of our praesidium are as follows -

President - Christine Senaratne
Vice President - Roshini Dabare
Spiritual Directress - Nilanthi Arasaratnam
Secretary - Eshanthi Ratnayake

Treasurer - Shalini Halpe.
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- Society of Saint Vincent de Pl

The inaugural meeting of the Society of
Saint Vincent de Paul was held in the year
1986, when the principal Sr. Nivard wanted
all the pupils in the higher classes to belong
to some religious society, and be actively
engaged in showing love and concern for
all those around them.

Revd. Fr. Leslie Fernando who was the
National Director of the S.V.P. celebrated
Holy Mass and spdke to the participants who
wished to belong to the society. There was
a fair number of students who were keen
and committed and the work of the S.V.P.
commenced at St. Lawrence’s.

Meetings were held once in two weeks. A passage from the gospels was read and discussed and a
message drawn from the days reading to be related to our daily lives. Our objective was to help the poor
and needy and also those who might be in want of a sympathetic hand or someone togive them just a
hearing. Members were asked to keep an alert eye and see who required their assistance in any way.

In a more material way we offered our help in many ways. Over the years students would bring extra
sandwiches and pack a few bags of food which were then kept in the office and those who needed
lunches would come to the office and unobtrusively collect a packet of food each. In the early days
before uniform materials were given by the state, students were provided with uniforms in good condition
which were collected from those who left school or had out - grown them and these were given to any
needy students, again through the school office. Free help was given after school to students who needed
assistance in their studies, by the senior S.V.P. members.

The feast of St. Vincent de Paul was celebrated with holy mass and an offertory procession, and dry
rations were given to the needy. Once a year a raffle was organized and the money collected was used to
purchase gifts for a children’s home or a home for the aged and the members visited the home and spent
some time with the inmates making them happy with their affection and gifts.

The Lama Gramaya in Hanwella, the homes for the aged in Darley Road, and Wellawatte, the Marcsri
Grace Nivasaya, Nayakakanda homes, Negombo, are some of the other places we have visited. Some
more than once over the years. The students benefitted immensely from these visits both in the joy of
giving and sharing as well as realising their own blessings in having good homes of their own.

Unfortunately today the situation is different. Many children travel by van and do not want to stay after
school and miss their usual transport. Others don’t want to miss their tuition classes. As a result members
are very few. However those who have joined somehow wish to continue with their membership.

Office bearers are appointed from among the senior members annually. The teachers in charge over the
years were Miss. Charmaine Akmeemana, Miss. Deepthi Perera, Miss. Jacintha Wickremasinghe, Miss.
Anne Perera, Miss. Amabel Croning and Mrs. A. de S. Wijeyeratne.

May our patron St. Vincent de Paul guide and inspire us to carry out further, the work of our society.

CARLYN DE NIESE
Secretary.
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The English Literary Association.
1st Row (Seated) L to R:- Shameema Azeez (President), Anitra De Silva
(Secretary), Rev. Sr. (Nilanthi Teacher Incharge), Rev. Sr. Mary Gertrude
(Principal), Miss. Chamindre Hewawasam (Teacher Incharge),
Jayahirumi Jayawardena (Teeasurer)
2nd Row (Standing) L to R: Christeen De Silva (Vice President), Nihala
Amir (Asst. Secretary), Chauntelle Serpanchy (Asst. Treasurer)
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During the early years of our school the field of English elocution and drama was under the

guidance of Mrs. Yolande Abeyweera and her staff. Public performances were held annually in our
school hall, under the direction of Mrs. Abeyweera. The Annual English days introduced by Mrs. Monica
Moldrich were organised by the English Literary Association. The early pioneers were Mrs. Monica
Moldrich, Mrs. Bernie Gunaratne, Mrs. Ranganie Wickramasinghe, Mrs. Rita Rodrigo, Mrs. Charlotte
Silva, Miss. R. Joseph, Mrs. C. Fernando, Mrs. Sharon Barbutt and Mrs. Audrey de S. Wijeyeratne, who set
the English Association on it’s course. The school choir which was trained by the school music teacher
also participated in many of these activities. We also remember with gratitude Kalasuri Lyle Godridge
who trained us in singing for many years and prepared us for our musical items. ‘

Some of the chief guests invited for these English day activities were well recognised people in the
English field, such as representatives and directors of the British Council, professors Rajiva Wijesinghe,
Arjuna Parakrama and Reggie Siriwardena, Mrs. Daphne Lord, Mrs. Dianne Inman, Mrs. Nirmalie
Hettiarachchi, Mrs. Kamala Wijeratne, and Mrs. Hemamala Bibile.

These distinguished guests who came to grace the occasions appreciated the items presented by the
students and admired their skills and talents. In addition to the English day, the English Literary Association
also conducted a programme for Christmas with a Christmas service and carols for many years successively.

The English day is an event looked forward to eagerly by the students. The purpose of the English day is
for students to get over their stage fear, grow in confidence and to develop their English skills, outside
the classroom atmosphere. Organizing a day such as this helps the students to work together as a team
and interact with other invited schools as well. We have won a fair measure of recognition as a school
with a high standard of English and the activities of the English Literary Association, we are happy to say,
go a long way in fostering this idea.

The community singing and the traditional dancing allowed on this day make it a thoroughly enjoyable

Teachers in charge - Revd. Sr. Nilanthie , Miss. Chamindre Hewawasam.,
President - Shaheema Aziz., Vice President - Christine de Silva., Secretary - Anitra de Silva.
Asst. Secretary - Nihla Amir., Treasurer - Hirumi Jayawardena.,

Asst. Treasurer - Chauntelle Serpanchy Shaheema Aziz
President Anitra de Silva - Secretary
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Moderator - Mr. Sanith de S. Wijeyeratne
Teachers’ in charge - Mrs. A. de S. Wijeyaratne
1 Miss. Rani Joseph

Miss. Chamindre Hewawasam
President - Louzanne Perera

s | Vice President -Carlyn de Niese ' /‘\
: A Y.ad

Since St. Lawrence’s was converted to a Catholic School and the Good Shepherd nuns
took over, there have been records of dramas dealing with various topics in the religious
field being produced in the very early years which are said to have been of a very high
standard. However, since 1965 with the help and guidance of Mrs. Yolande Abeyweera the
school has been successful in producing a string of well-known classics. ‘My Fair Lady’,
‘Jane Eyre’, ‘Ali Baba’, ‘Tempest’, ‘Lady Precious Stream’, ‘Great Expectations’ and ‘The
Bishop’s Candlesticks’ are some of them. These productions, which were staged annually
by talented young students were under the direction of Mrs. Abeyweera while the musical
direction was by Mrs. Eileen Guneratne and they were staged in our very own school hall.
Mrs. Bernie Gunaratne, Monica Moldrich, Sharon Barbut and Charlotte Silva are names
closely connected with drama in the school.

OO,

Once again in 1994 a few students with the help of Mrs. Petula Joseph and
Mr. Sanith de S. Wijeyaratne trained and entered our students for the Shakespeare Drama
Competition, with ‘The Taming of the Shrew’, which was rerun at the English Day and
Prize giving of the same year. Two years later under the direction of Mr. Sanith we started
the Drama Club and entered the Shakespeare drama competition once again with ‘Othello’,
which was also rerun at the School’s Public Concert in September 1997. Since then we
continued to have workshops on the Thursdays of every first and third week of the month.

DO,

In March 1998 the drama club together with the school choir produced a three-act
comedy, thereafter gaining a good reputation in theatrical productions. The drama ‘Viva
Mexico’ was done in March 1998 at the Lionel Wendt. This was under the direction
of Indu Dharmasena. The Choreography was done by Shohan Chandiram and the
musical direction by Soundarie David. In March 2000 we produced another drama ‘The
Golder Goose’ also’ at the Lionel Wendt under the guidance of the same team. Our
sincere thanks go out to this team for their guidance and training. Both productions were
very successful. The profits of the two shows went towards the school building fund.

) OBA.

(S

Throughout the years the goal of the club has been to encourage and improve the talents
of the students in the field of theatre. We have achieved this with the help of Sanith and
Surein de S. Wijeyaratne and the workshop players. To them we say a very big ‘Thank You’
for all the help in numerous ways to succeed in our endeavours. A big ‘Thank You’ to all
the teachers for their unstinted support throughout the years and ‘Thank You’ to each and
every member of the club for her undying effort in making this club a success. We hope
that the club will prosper in the years to come.

=

Louzanne Perera
President
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Moderators - Miss Christa Perera

Rev. Sr. Nilanthi
President - Iresha Wickrama
Vice President - Roshinee Dabare
Secretary - Nadinka Perera

Treasurer - Carlyn de Niese

The Lawrentian Choir has been in existence over a very long period of time. Since it was founded
there are a few Mistresses who bear special places in the success of the choir. Namely
Mrs. E.B. Cadmen who was the music teacher at the beginning of the school, Mrs. Eileen Gooneratne,
Mrs. Estelle de Niese, Miss. Devika Perera, Miss. Roshinee de Silva and at present Miss. Christa
Perera and Rev. Sr. Nilanthi are those who come to mind. For it was they who helped us to achieve
our main objective which is to render praise and glory to God and bring honour to our school.

From the very beginning we have been very successful in bringinng out the talent that our students
possess. Though we started out by conducting interhouse-singing competitions annually, we now
conduct an open singing competition for juniors, intermediates, seniors and advanced seniors at
which the winners are awarded certificates at the annual prize giving. By this we hope not only to
help students to show their talents but also to help them get over their fright and gain confidence
on stage.

Throughout the years we have had the privilege of working with well-known personalities in the
field of music. The late Kalasuri Lylie Godridge is one of them. It was in the very early seventies that
the choir as well as the school was trained by uncle Lylie. A special club known as the ‘Teen Glee
Club’ was formed and it was this club that joined many other schools in singing for the ‘1000 Voice’
choir, a concert held annually under the training and direction of Kalasuri Lylie Godridge. A Music
Day was held in 1995, which turned out to be very successful indeed. Later with the help of uncle
Lylie, Miss Roshinee de Silva together with Rev. Sr. Nilanthi formed a special choir, which sang for
important occasions such as the School’s Public Concert in 1997. At the end of that same year we
were able to gain a good reputation as a School Choir at the Interschool and Interchurch Carol
Service organized by the youth of St. Mary’s Church, Dehiwela.

At the beginning of 1998 we joined forces with the Drama Club to produce a theatrical production
“Viva Mexico’ which in return gave all of us a very good vocal training. A special Thank You goes out
to Miss Soundarie David whose training made an immense change in the choir. Once again at the
beginning of this year we were glad to have the privilege of working with her in producing yet
another drama, The Golden Goose’ together with the Drama Club and also for the Jubilee
celebrations. The year 1999 was also a fruitful year for us. We participated in the Zonal Singing
Competition and were placed 4th for the performance of the well-known classic ‘Sound of Silence’.
The choir continues to perform for all principal school events, such as the Annual Prize givings,
First Holy Communion Services, English Days, etc. In addition to all these we also have an annual
Carol Service at the end of the year.

The choir, which consists of 60 - 80 members, has so far been a ‘society of fellowship, love and
teamwork’. These are the qualities that have brought us where we are today. A very special vote of
thanks goes out to all those who have helped us reach this height, mainly Mrs. Eileen Gooneratne,
Mrs. Estelle de Niese, the late Kalasuri Lylie Godridge, Miss. Soundarie David and all the past and
present teachers and trainers. Thank you so much for all your support and guidance and hope that
in the future we will be able to achieve greater heights and by doing so bring honour to our school.

Nadinka Perera
Secretary

e . .
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Teacher - in - Charge -

Ms. Chamindre Hewawasam

President - Marietta de Fontain
| Vice President - Andrea Cramer

Secretary - Prasadi Amaratunga

Treasurer - Hazel Perera
Conductress - Chrihashni Peiris.

The Junior Choir which was founded in the year 1995 has been doing very well
during the past few years. We are students from years 5 to 7 and so far have been
under the guidance of Ms. Chamindre Hewawasam, the founder mistress. It is under
her guidance that we sing annually for the first holy communion services and carol
services. In addition we also join forces with the Senior Choir in singing for the

annual prize givings, English days etc.

As a junior choir we have had many fruitful experiences in the past. In 1998 not
only did we have the privilege of singing for the theatrical production ‘Viva Mexico’,
we also took part in the Inter school Carol competition organized by Trans Asia
Hotel Ltd., and were placed first runner up amongst many other leading local and
international schools. In 1999 we took part in the Zonal singing competition with
the well known hit - ‘From a distance’. Once again this year we had the opportunity
of taking part in yet another drama ‘Golden Goose’ under the vocal training of
Ms. Soundarie David.

It is these experiences that have made us a successful society and brought us
where we are today. A very special ‘Thank you’ goes out to Ms. Chamindre who has
trained us, accompanied us and helped us to succeed in all our endeavours during
the past and present years. We hope that this amateur choir will grow from strength to
strength in years to come.

Prasadi Amaratunga
Secretary.




GIRL GUIDE COMPANY - 26TH COLOMBO

The Girl Guide Company of
our school was inaugurated
and registered in 1954, with
Mrs. Vivian Baptist, its
founder, as Guide Captain,
Miss.Noel Pandithakoralage
as 1st Lieutenant and Mrs.
Romayn de Kretser as 2nd
Lieutenant.

The first batch of guides was
enrolled by Mrs. Sita
Rajasooriya, the Chief

Commissioner of the Sri 26th Colombo - 2000
1st Row - Zeenath Faruj, Kaushalya Wickramasinghe, Maryese Ranaweera,
Lanka ; Glrl Guides Miss. D. Asiri Withanage - Lieutenant, Rev. Sr. Principal, Mrs. Latha Ranathunga - Captain,
e % ; Harshani Dias Amarawardena, Melani Mack, Shanaleen Silva

ASSOClatlon at that time. Wlth Middle Row - Fathima Azra, Nadeeka Samaranayaka, Krishani Peiris, Sayuri Serasinghe,

E . Sanduni Kulathunge, Leisha Anandappa, Kiyoshi Lorensuhewa, Asma Hussain, 1
the €Nner; geth enthUSlasm and Last Row :- Sonali Fernando, Yasara Katuwandeniya, Anushka Fernando, Sheza Faique, b
COmpetenCY Of Mrs Baptlst Mufeena Ameen, Kathari Bandara, Harshani Palihakkara, Pavithra Sitva’ Miniirinathews (

the company attained a high standard of work and the most noteworthy event was a
day’s camping at Horana. In 1968, Miss. Latha Pattiaratchi took over as Captain. Following
are a few land marks during her term of office.

1968 - A hike to Kandawela Estast, Ratmalana (The present Sir John Kotalawela Academy)
- The guides who participated in this venture had the experience of walking from
Wellawatte to Ratmalana along
the sea beach. They will never
forget Rukshana Hashim’s
‘Iced Sherbert’” which they
carried in cans and drank on
their way to quench the thirst.
The hike cooking, following a
track, stalking various pets of
Sir John, were part of the out
door life they enjoyed. A big
“Thank you” goes out to Miss.
Shanta Wickramasinghe (now
Mrs. Shanta Jayalath) who

helped and guided all of us to a well organised and enjoyable hike.

Our Guides ét the Colombo District
Peace walk - 1994

1968 - Golden Jubilee Celebrations at Golf Links - Colombo 7. Our whole company
visited the “All Island Camp” at which the “World’s Chief Guide”, Lady Baden Powell
was the chief guest. Although we could not camp together with other guides from all
over Sri Lanka and the world, we had the priviledge of meeting the chief guide and our
counterparts from all over the world.




o Guides at the Colombo Guide Captain - Mrs. Vivian Baptist

District Peace Walk - 1994 (then Vivian Perera) Addressing the guides.
1971 - All Island “Thinking Day” Rally in Kandy - All of us participated in this and the
most interesting part of this was, travelling in the special train set aside for all the
guides to travel from the Fort to Kandy. This “Guide Train” was beautifully decorated
with all guide symbols and was boarded by ‘uniformed’ guides. It was a great sight for
on lookers. Our guides enjoyed this trip very much while it was a great opportunity for
them to come to know their sister guides from all over Sri Lanka.

1973 - A hike to Godagama Estate - A fine day’s experience was gained by a hike to
Godagama. Guides went up to Homagama by bus and then walked from there to the

Estate. This was done on the invitation of Mrs.
Rita Rodrigo, a staff member at that time, and
we are ever grateful to her for the fine |
opportunity afforded.

1979 - A three day camp on the school premises
- We held a camp here, with the able guidence
of Mrs. Kalyani Weeraratne, the then Colombo
Division Commissioner who acted as the ‘
Licence Holder of the camp. Miss. Hoover too Our Guides at the “Thinking Day” CeI-Yer 2000
at their stall representing “Egypt”
joined us. This was an unforgettable experience for all our guides. They learnt the way
to carry out responsibilities and duties of a patrol system, to make all camp gadgets and
do work according to a time schedule. Besides, they enjoyed a ‘sing song’ every evening
. A ‘camp fire’ was held on the last day. We remember with gratitude,

Mrs. K. Weeraratne and Miss. Hoover who helped us to make this event a success.

Besides, our company has always undertaken to sell ‘Flags’ on many occasions to help
the needy and share responsibility. Our guides participated at the “Thinking Day”
activities organized by the Girl Guide Association. We have had great pleasure in
performing “Guard - of - Honour” to almost all our Chief Guests invited to school, on
Prize Days. Our guides have taken part in the massive project of building a wall around
Girl Guide Headquaters in Colombo 07, along with other guides and the members of
the ‘Sarvodaya Movement’.

Although we have not been able to produce any President’s Guides from our company
so far, we are proud and happy to state that we have always been a smart group to
perform ‘Colours’ well and that some of our guides and Guide Captains have been
called up to hold various responsibilities and high posts at the Girl Guides Headquaters.
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They have rendered a wonderful service there
bringing credit to the company and our school.

Before conclusion, we would like to pay tribute §*
to our Guide Captain, Mrs. Latha Ranathunga |

and the following members of the staff who
acted as Lieutenants from time to time. They
are Miss. Iris Fernando, Miss. Janaki
Kumarasami, Mrs. Asoka Kuruppu,
Miss. Bernadette de Silva and Mrs. Rosemary
Senarath. Our special thanks go out to some of
the guides who brought us honour by their
special “good turns”. They are Jeanne
Fernando, Gayathri Wallooppillai, Mohana
Weerakoon, Ayesha Thajudeen , Nilma
Hewagamage and Chathuri Salgamuwa.

TN -
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A guard of Honour Chief Guest Revd. Sr. Christina (Superior)

Enrolment Ceremony 1954 The Chief Mrs. Sita Rajasinghe

From the year 2000 we are happy to
welcome Miss. Asiri Withanage, our
new Guide Captain who takes over our
company and we hope that with her
able guidance and competency the
Guide Company will grow from
strength to strength in the new
millennium and reach its highest rung
by producing a few President’s Guides
to add distinction to the company.

B R AV O - OurLoyal Guides !

Ayesha Thajudeen.
A past Guide.
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SPORTS CAPTAIN'S REPORT

The first spoortsmeet of St. Lawrence’s school was held in the year 1966 at which the
Chief Guest was Dr. P.de.S. Jayasinghe. The meet was held in the school premises. Some
of the events at this sportsmeet were flat race, hat race, sack race to mention a few. The
students were divided into groups for the championship events as Juveniles, Juniors,
Intermediates and Seniors.

In 1968, the Sportsmeet was held at the St. Peter’s College grounds with
Hon. V. A. Sugathadasa, Minister of Nationalised Services and Sports and Mrs. Sugathadasa
as Chief Guests. This was the first year, where the participants were divided into age
groups, as Under 8, Under 10, Under 12, Under 14, Under 16 and Over 16.

In the year 1976, for the first time there was the 200 meters event and the age groups were
different to the earlier years. They were divided into age groups, as Under 8, Under 10,
Under 11, Under 13, Under 15 and Over 15. Standing long jump was a field event at the
sportsmeet for the juniors.

When the school held it's 15th annual inter house sportsmeet in 1980 at St. Peter’s grounds,
ten new ground records were established that year.

After more than fifteen years of service as Games Teacher of St. Lawrence’s school
Mrs. Noel Jayamaha retired in 1990.. She was succeeded by Mrs. Kamala Kulathilake
and then by Mrs. Chitra Wickramathilaka who left us in 1999. We are grateful for the
services rendered by these dedicated games mistresses.

To succeed her was Mrs. Janaki Samarathunga and her assistant Miss. Deepa Dissanayake.

Under the guidance of our new Physical Education Instructress school introduced Table
Tennis, Swimming, Chess and Gymnastics. Now the students have a variety of sports to
take part in.

In the year 2000 we had our 35th annual inter house Sportsmeet held at St. Peter’s
College grounds. There were six age groups. Under 12, Under 13, Under 15, Under 17,
Under 19 and Under 21. The Chief Guest was Mr. A. C. Derwin Perera, Deputy Director of
Sports and National Athletics coach and Mrs. M. Perera. At this meet for the first time there
was a display of Gymnastics

It is a proud moment for the school, as our school name is represented in the Sri Lanka
Junior Netball team. The Athletics, Table Tennis and Basketball teams too have brought
fame to the school at sports events in the island. This marked improvement shows how far
sports have developed and progressed in the school during the last few years.

Dilshani Candappa.
Games Captain.
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SPORTS DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION
REPORT FOR 1999 - 2000

The Sports Development Association of St. Lawrence’s School, Wellawatte was inaugurated
on the 3rd of February 2000. The main objective of the association was to provide the
necessary inputs to uplift the standard of sports activities in the school, thus enabling our
students to represent the school at various meets. The first office bearers of the Sports
Development Committee are -

President - Rev. Sr. Mary Gertrude (Principal)
V. President - Mr. M.H. Bellana

Secretary - Miss. Chamindre Hewawasam
Asst. Secretary - Mrs. Kumari Morris

Treasurer - Miss. Lasanthi Fernando

Asst. Treasurer - Mrs. Shirani Hewage

P.ET. - Mrs. Janaki Samarathunga

Asst. P.E.T. - Miss. Deepa Dissanayake

The Sports Development Committee together with the members of the Parent - Teacher
Association and the Staff were responsible for successfully organising the school’s Premier
Colours Nite and Games Award Ceremony 2000 which was held at the Bishop’s College
Auditorium on the 17th of March 2001. The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Minister of Sports and
Tourism graced the occasion as the Chief Guest. Mrs. Shereen Kumaratunga, President,
Sri Lanka Netball Federation, Mrs. Karuranayake representing Hon. Ravi Karuranayake M.P.,
Mrs. Jayani Pinawala, Add. Secretary, Ministry of Sports and Tourism, Mr. Prem Pinnawala,
Secretary I.A.A.F., Deshabandu Miss. Thilaka Jinadasa, National Netball Coach were among
the Guests of Honour.

NETBALL

Netball has been one of the oldest sports in the school’s curriculum . Our girls have actively
taken part in the school inter - house, inter - school and other tournaments every year under
the guidance of the physical training instructresses who have served the school in the past. In
the year 1999, Mrs. Janaki Samarathunga took over as our new P.E.T. and the training of the
school’s netball teams. Miss Christine Senaratneand Miss. Shayama Fernando were appointed
as the teachers in charge.

Our teams participated in the inter - school Milo Tournament in the years 1999 and 2000. The
under 15 team was selected to play in the semi - finals, while the under 19 team reached the
quarter finals.The teams also participated in the “Eva Knock Out Tournament” where the under
15 team reached the finals.

A netball club was formed in November 2000 and the teams once again participated in the club
tournament held at the Maharagama CentralCollege.

Under the guidance of our present coach Deshabandu Miss. Tilaka Jinadasa, the teams
participated in the circuit and provincial meets and have displayed a marked improvement in
their standards. As a result, six of our players were selected to be included in the Colombo
District Netball team. They were -

Anne Gunasekara Sabrina De Livera
Melani Mack Dilshani Candappa
Christina Nugara Randima Ariyarajah

Of the above, Anne Gunasekera and Melani Mack were selected to be included in the National
Pool.
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BASKET BALL

This game was introduced in the early 1980’s by the P.E.T. at that time Mrs. Noel Jayamaha. At
present the team is coached by Mr. Rohana Sirisuriya. The teachers in charge are Miss. Deepa
Dissanayake and Mrs. Shirani Amarajeewa.

In 1999, the teams participated in the Zonal and Division ‘B’ matches. In the year 2000 the
teams once again participated in these matches held at the Presbytarian Girls School, Dehiwela.
Our teams were also invited to represent the school at the ‘Sri Lanka Army Golden Jubilee
Basket Ball Carnival’ which was held at the Sugathadasa Indoor Stadium from August to
September '99. The teams also participated in the ‘Five - a - Side’ Club Tournament held at
St. Josephs College, Nugegoda.

The under 17 team participated in the zonal matches held at Jayasinghe Madyama Maha
Vidyalaya, Dehiwela. While the Division ‘B’ Matches were held at Holy Family Convent,
Kurunegala. Our team was placed fourth at this tournament.

A basket ball coaching camp for our teams and that of De Mazened College was held at our
school.

The basket ball calender for the year concluded with the Inter - house basket-ball tournament.
We are also proud that, Anne Gunasekera was selected to the Colombo Division School team
in1999. She was also included in the Sri Lanka Youth Squad, the Sri Lankan School’s Squad
and the Colombo District Team for the year 2000.

ATHLETICS

The athletes of the school are trained and guided by the Sri Lanka Junior Athletic Coach Mr.
Ananda Athukorala. The teaches in charge are Mrs. Jacintha Wickramasinghe and Mrs. Nilani
Senarath. Last year the following athletes represented the school at the circuit meet held at
the Sugathadasa Stadium.

Sabrina De Livera - Javelin throw
Nilma Hawagamage - High Jump
Fiona Crusz - 100m Hurdles
Anne Gunasekera - 400m & 800 m
Rasangi Anthony - Shot Putt

The above athletes also participated in the Women’s Meet held at the Sports Ministry Grounds.
Sabrina De Livera, Anne Gunasekera, Rasangi Anthony also participated in the Western
Province meet. Sabrina De Livera was placed amongst the first ten in the javelin throw. Anne
Gunasekera and Rasangi Anthony too were placed in recognized positions.

SWIMMING

Swimming is one of the recently introduced sports to the school, having been introduced in the
year 2000. Practices are conducted every Monday and Wednesday for the students at the
Ananda College swimming pool under the guidance of the swimming coach Mr. Kithsiri Fonseka.
The teachers in charge are Miss. Dilrukshi Perera and Miss. Chamindre Hewawasam.

Six swimmers participated in the Novices Swimming Meet, National swimming meet, Sri Lanka
schools swimming meet and the National school swimming meet. Chinta Hewage qualified to
enter the finals in the individual mediey.

An inter - house swimming meet was held on the 1st of December 2000 at the Ananda College
swimming pool where more than 100 students participated.
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GYMNASTICS

Gymnastics too was introduced to the school in the year 2000. The students are being trained
every Thursday under the guidance of the gymnastics coach Mr. Lal Silva. The teachers in
charge of this are Miss Christa Perera and Mrs. Anoma Perera. The gymnastics squad
performed for the first time at the sportsmeet held in the year 2000 and their performance at
the school Premier Colours Nite and Awards ceremony held recently was acclaimed by all
those present. A special feature of the squad was that most of the members were under 10
years of age. :

TABLE TENNIS

This too was introduced in October 2000 and the students are being trained under the
guidance of Coach Mr. Deepal Piyathissa. Mrs. Nilanthi Goonaratne and Miss Enoka Peiris
were appointed as teachers in charge and practices are regularly held on Tuesdays from 2.30
p.m. to 4.30 p.m. in the school.

The first tournament the school was represented at, was the Western Province under 14 and
19 Table Tennis Championships which was held on the 11th of March 2000 at St. Thomas’
College, Kotte. Tania Jesudason won the match played against St. Paul’s Milagiriya.

In April the teams participated in the Western Province Open Table Tennis Championship held
at S. Thomas’ College, Mt. Lavinia. Sanuri Semini and Anushka Fernando won their first round
matches against St. Paul’s Milagiriya. Maryese Ranaweera and Dewshi Dias won the Western
Province under 18 and under 12 Championships respectively.

Our teams also took part in the Seventh Milady Open Table Tennis Championship where Melani
Mack was the first player to enter the quarter finals while Dewshi Dias, Sanuri Semini and
Anushka Fernando won their first round matches against St. Paul’s Milagiriya.

Thereafter the tea‘ms participated in the National Schools Table Tennis Championship held in
September 2000 at St. Joseph’s College, Maradana.

The school was also represented at the Western Province Inter Club League Table Tennis
Championship where our players achieved success. Sanuri Semini and Anushka Fernando
won their matches against St. Joseph’s Girls’ High School and Bishop’s College respectively,
while Gayani Hettiarachchi, Dilupa Ankuburegedara and Hasna Jainulabdeen out beat
St. Joseph’s Girls’ High School, Holy Cross Convent and Anula Vidyalaya and were the first to
enter the quarter finals. Maryese Ranaweeera, Melani Mack and Tania Jesudasan too won
their matches against St. Paul’s Milagiriya and Samudradevi Balika Vidyalaya.

A junior team too was formed to play in the above tournament. The team included Jessica
Perera, Zafra Lufar, Sandali Hennayake and Ranesha Fonseka. This team won their matches
against St. Paul’s Milagiriya to the surprise of everyone.

On the 26th and 27th of October 2000 the teams participated in the all Island Inter school Table
Tennis Championship held at Vishaka Vidyalaya. Here too Dewshi Dias, Dilupa
Ankumburegedara and Hasna Jainulabdeen entered the quarter finals of Division ‘G’ having
won against St. Paul’s Milagiriya.

The teams also participated in the Gunadasa Munasinghe Memorial Open Table Tennis
Championship held in November 2000 at S. Thomas’ College where Dewshi Dias and Sanuri
Semini won their matches against Girls’ High School.

The School Table Tennis calendar closed with the inter house Table Tennis Tournament in No-
vember 2000.




CHESS

Chess was introduced to our school on the 2nd of October 1999 and practices are conducted
every Wednesday morning under the guidance of Mrs. Suneetha Wijesuriya, President and the
chief instructress of the Anatoly Karpof Chess Club of the Russian Centre and Gold Medalist
World Chess Olympiad. Miss. Damayanthi Fernando and Mrs. Heather Fonseka are the
teachers in charge.

In February 2000 the players participated in their first chess tournament “The new millennium
open women’s chess championship” conducted by the Anatoly Karpov Chess Club, which was
held in our school. Out of the 24 participants, Prasadini Saparamadu and Sunisha
Abeygunawardane were placed 4th while ten others were placed 6th. This was quite
encouraging considering the very short period of time they had to master the game.

From the 30th of June to the 2nd of July 2000, the under 12,14 and 15 teams participated in
the inter school chess tournament of the Western Province at Vishaka Vidyalaya.

In September a few players participated in the All Island Chess Tournament which was held at
Rathanvali Balika Vidyalaya. Rochelle Fernando was placed 4th in the under 10 years group
this tournament.

Apart from the tournament the teams participated in an Advanced Chess coaching camp
conducted by Mrs. Suneetha Wijesuriya at the Russian Centre.

The Inter - house chess tournament was held in November where keen competition was
~ observed with over forty eight students participated.

While congratulating all our winnners we wish them the strenght and courage to continue in
their respective sports and bring honour and glory to our Alma Mater and our country.

Miss. Chamindre Hewawasam
Secretary

THE COMMERCE SOCIETY

1st Row Left to Right - Cherryl Pereira (Treasurer), Desiree Suares (President),
Mrs. Nilani Suraweera (Teacher in Charge), Rev. Sr. Gertrude (Principal),
Miss. Lasanthi Fernando (Teacher in Charge) Sachini Amarasinghe (Secretary), Danushka Fernando
2nd Row Left to Right - Nimmi Undugoda, Mahesha Thilakasiri, Roshini Amarasinghe,
Amali Perera Chaturi De Silva (Vice President), Anushka De Silva,
Lakmini Fernando, Rizla Anver, Nadeeshani Weragoda (Asst. Secretary)




v

TABLE TENNIS
Seated Left to Right - Gayani Hettiarachchi (Captain), Miss. Deepa Dissanayake (Asst. P.T. 1.),
Mrs. Nilanthi Gooneratne (Teacher in Charge), Rev. Sr. Gertrude (Principal),
Mrs. Janaki Samarathunga (P. T. I.), Miss. Inoka Peiris
(Teacher in Charge), Maryese Ranaweera (Vice Captain).
Standing Left to Right - Sanuri Semini,
Dilupa Ankumburagedara, Inoka Derekze, Hasna Jainulabdeen,
Melani Mack, Jayashani Ankumburagedara, Dewshi Dias, Lakmini Perera.

Absent - Mr. Deepal Piyathissa (Coach)

ATHLETICS

Seated (Left to Right) : Dilshani Candappa (School Games Captain), Miss. Deepa Dissanayake (Asst. P.T.L.),
Mr. Ananda Athukorala (Coach), Rev. Sr. Mary Getrude (Principal), Mrs. Janaki Samarathunga (P.T.1),
Mrs. Jacintha Wickramasinghe (Teacher in Charge), Mrs. Nilani Suraweera (Teacher in Charge).
Standing 1st Row (Left to Right): Nipuni Fernando, Chrishani Peiris, Nelma Hewagamage, Surangi Soysa,
Fiona Crusz, Ann Gunasekara, Oshadi M.Sabrina de Livera, Nelani Fernando, Kalhari Bandara, Madusha Fernando,
Standing 2nd Row (Left to Right) : Mahesha Thilekesiri, Dilini Kannangara, Thejani lllangage,

C. Senpathi Jayawickrama, Shashika Gothami, Rishani Bernadeth, Niroshini Rodrigo, Nimali Perera,

Darshika Ekanayake, Shiranthi Hettiarachchi, Michelle Thiel, Shalini Weeraman. X
Standing 3rd Row (Left to Right): Oshinika Jayamanna, Harshini Palihakkara, Marieleys Martin,
Shalini llleperuma, Madeeshani Perera, Peumini Peiris, Talya Jayamanna, Delma Hewagamage.
Standing 4th Row (Left to Right) : Vasana Fernando, Kaushalya Perera, Mufeena Ameen, Christina Nugara,
Kachana Rajasinghe, Maryese Ranaweera, Shamila Thilekeratne, Kithmini Boteju, Thakshila Fernando.
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CHESS

Seated from Left to Right - Sunisha Abeyawardane (Captain),
Miss. Damayanthi Fernando (Teacher in Charge)

(Teacher in Charge), Miss. Deepa Dissanayaka (Asst. P. T. I.), Rev. Sr. Gertrude (Principal),
Mrs. Sunitha Wijesuriya (Coach), Mrs. Janaki Samarathunge (P. T. 1), Mrs. Heather Fonseka
Standing 1st row - Shehara Mendis, Naadra Jazeel, Dilini Perera, Kanchana Rajasinghe, Sachini
Anushika, Piumi Manikkuwadura, Prasadini Saparamadu, Sayuri Serasinnghe,
Maryese Ranaweera, Yasara Katuwandeniya.

Standing 2nd row - Minoli Fernando, Nadeeka Samaranayake, Raisa Subain,

Kalhari Bandara, Poorna Perera, Nilanthi Ekanayake, Dewshi Dias,

___ Lakmini Perera, Jayashani Ankumburegedara,

. 3 it
SWIMMING

Seated Left to Right - Oshadi Morris (Vice Captain),

Mrs. Janaki Samarthunga (P. T. I.), Miss. Dilrukshi Perera (Teacher in Charge),
Rev. Sr. Gertrude (Principal) , Mr.Kithsiri Fonseka (Coach),
Miss. Deepa Dissanayake (Asst. P.T. I.), Miss. Chamindri Hewawasam
~ (Teacher in Charge), Chintha Hewage (Captain).
Standing Left to Right - Sandu Mendis, Mufeena Ameen,
Tarika Perera, Insaaf Zahir, Sanuri Wijeweera
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NETBALL Under 19
Seated Left to Right - Sabrina De Livera (Captain), Miss. Shyama Fernando
(Teacher in Charge), Mrs. Janaki Samarathunga, (P.T.l.), Rev. Sr. Mary Gertrude (Principal),
. Miss. Deepa Dissanayake (Asst. P.T.l.), Miss. Christine Senaratne (Teache rin Charge),
Ann Gunasekara, (Vice Captain)
Standing L to R - Sandamali Meniksagara, Romain De Silva,
Kristina Nugara, Dilshani Candappa, Peumini Peiris, Nilakshi Wijetilake.

NETBALL Under 17
Seated Left to Right - Jayani Dissanayake (Captain), Miss. Shyama Fernando
(Teacher in Charge), Mrs. Janaki Samarathunga, (P. T. I.) Rev. Sr. Mary Gertrude (Principal),
Miss. Deepa Dissanayake (Asst. P.T. 1.), Miss. Christine Senarath (Teacher in Charge),
Louzanne Perera (Vice Captain)
Standing Left to Right - Jenita Silva, Harshani Palihakkara,
Bernadine Ranasinghe, Randima Ariyarajah, Eureshi Wijesuriya,
Shamila Thilakerathne, Avonna Vandort.
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NET BALL Under 15
Seated Left to Right - Miss. Christine Senarath (Teacher in Charge),
Miss. Deepa Dissanayake (Asst. P. T. I.), Rev. Sr. Mary Gertrude (Principal),
Mrs. Janaki Samarathunga (P. T. I.), Kaushalya Wickramasinghe (Captain),
Miss. Shyama Fernando (Teacher in Charge).
Standing Left to Right - Rifka Azmeer, Michelle Thiel, Rochelle Barber,
Amra Zareer, Maryese Ranaweera, Melani Mack, Mufeena Ameen,
Madusha Fernando, Shalini Weeraman

UNDER 19 BASKETBALL
Seated Left to Right): Nilma Hewagamage (Vice Captain), Mrs. Janaki Samarathunga (P.T.L.),
Mrs. S. Amarageewa (Teacher in charge), Rev. Sr. Mary Gerirude (Principal),
Mr. Rohana Sirisariya (Coach), Miss. Gayathri Fernando (Teacher in Charge),
Miss. Deepa Dissanayake (Assi. P.T.l.), Kanchana Rajasinghe (Captain)
Standing 1st Row (Left to Right): Kaushalya Pereira, Nirmalee Perera, Shehari Peiris,
Prasadini Saparamadu, Nilanka Sugandini.
Standing 2nd Row (Left to Right): Dharshitha Perera, Vasana Fernando, Thakshila Fernando.




2 BASKET BALL - UNDER 17
Seated (Left to Right) : Ann Gunasekar (Captan), Miss. Deepa Dissanayake (Assi. P.T.l.)

Mrs. S. Amarajeewa (Teacher in Charge), Rev. Sr. Mary Gertrude (Principal), Mr. Rohana Sirisooriya
(Coach), Miss. Gayathri Fernando (Teacher in Charge), Mrs. Janaki Samarathunga - (P.T.I),
Shashika Fernando (Vice Captain)

Standing (Left to Right) : Nilakshi Wijetilleke, Ruwesha Samarawickrama,

Jayani Dissanayake, Delma Hewagamage.
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BASKET BALL - Under 15
Seated Left to Right - Harshani Palihakkara (Captain), Mrs. Janaki Samaratunga (P.T.l),
- Mr. Rohana Sirisuriya (Coach), Rev. Sr. Mary Gertrude (Principal), Mrs. Shriyani Amarajeewa
(Teacher in charge), Miss. Gayathri Fernando (Teacher in charge),
Miss. Deepa Dissnayake (Assi. P.T.l.), Chrishani Peiris (Vice captain)

Standing 1st Row - Mihiri Pinto, Naadra Jazeel, Shalini llleperuma, Celest Ranasinghe,
Madushani Kariyawasam, Madusha Fernando, Lakshani Fernando, Zeenath Faruj
Standing 2nd Row - Melissa Fernando, Shashini Palihakkara, Chintha Hewage,
Roshini Palihakkara, Denise Ranasinghe,




Students engaged in

extra curticular and
co-cutricular activities
ouiside theit regular class
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Students’ making use of the
facilities at the school Library
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Students’ being thaught the |
fine art of cooking, vegetable |
carving and pottery painting




The Chief Guest
Revd. Fr. Cyril Perera
switching on the first computer

MPUTER
FRMNG CENTRE
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The Chief Guest
Revd. Fr. Cyril Perera
cutting the ribbon declaring
open the school computer

training centre in 1996
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- Appreciation of Aesthetics
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Instruction on the finer
points of Art and Music
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The Gymnastic
Group in action

The School Western Band
Leader - Carlyn Deneise
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THE PRIMARY SCHOOL

It is with much pride and joy that I recollect
the unforgettable moments during my thirty
two years of service here at St. Lawrence’s
to be included in the Centenary Magazine.

In 1968 when I first joined the school the
little ones of the primary were very
interesting indeed. Girls and boys talkative
and bubbling with michief. Their fairy or

Chief Guest The Papal Nuncio

was worthy of note and above all the school
had a very pleasant working environment.

The classrooms accommodated about
twenty to twenty five students, but now
with the expansion of the school buildings
the student population has increased too
and there are about thirty five to forty
children in each Primary class. Presently we
have only the Sinhala Medium. We had a

Chief Guest

= e
Chief Guest Revd Fr. Joe

Wickramasinghe

pixie like appearance still lingers in my
mind. There were boys up to the year
1968 in the Primary School. We had
classes in all three media. Sinhala, Tamil
and English. There were teachers of all
three races. Sinhalese, Tamils and
Burghers. The cordiality and friendship
that existed among students and teachers

Chief Guest Fr. Joseph
Benedic Fernando

lot of extra-curricular activities but
emphasis was more on education. Every
teacher endeavoured to mould her
students into clever and good human
beings. The parents too contributed to
education.

The present system of education aims at
learning through activity and more
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participation of the child in
outdoor activity. Now the
students enjoy their school
work and they are more
willing to participate in extra- -
curricular activities.

The Bi - annual Sports meet
of the Primary section and the
concerts held bear witness to
the high performance of the

2000 GG | O
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students. The concerts held in
the school Hall, at St. Peters’
College Hall or at S. De S.
Jayasinghe Hall displayed the
talents in dancing, music and
drama of the students.We also
celebrated recently the Sinhala
New Year Festival together with
the schools that belong to the
“Olu” group. They also took part

POBO oML g HEE DD 6 7O°
Bg 086¢ HBMOVED DNE BEHEB 0D HDBD
8006006 ORE0ED

in Bakthi Geetha which was held
at Visaka Vidyalaya.

It is with gratitude that we record
our thanks and gratitude for the
support extended to the Primary
by the teachers, students and
prefects of the upper school in all
our extra-curricular activities.
Their support was an inspiration
to all of us in achieving success at
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these events.

We appreciate very much this kind !
gesture in not forgetting the work of |
the primary staff which tendered
education in the early years of the
students. I am justly proud to note that
they are well disciplined and now truly
reaping the fruits of their Education.

We have a multi - religious population
of students. The teachers do not fail

in their task of training them
in their respective religions.
We have many religious
functions. We stress the
importance of religion in their
daily life and mind
purification.

2 R A I AT

I wish to show my appreciation
for the guidance and
inspiration given to me by all

the principals with whom I had the
privilege of working throughout-my
years in school. :

I thank the teachers of the primary
who rallied round me and supported |
me in every way to up lift the ]
standard of the primary. 1]

I hope the same co-operation will be
extended to the present Head of the

Primary School Mrs. - Nilanthi
Goonaratne who is a versatile teacher
and who works hard to improve the
standard of the Primary School.

It is my sincere wish that the Primary of
St. Lawrence’s School will go from
strength to strength and be one of the
most prestigious and popular ones in Sri
Lanka.

Mpyrs. Erin Dias




St. Lawrence's Convent - Religious Community 2000
Srs. Annette, Madeline, Louis de Montfort, Gertrude, Xavier, Narmalie,
Christina, Nilanthi & Priyangika

CO - SHEPHERD

1st row - Sriyani Amarajeewa, Sr. M. Gertrude, Nayana Fernando
2nd row - Ranjani Peiris, Buddini Palihakkara, Enoka Peiris,
Nirosha Dassa, Amabel Croning
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| | SCHOOL OFFICE STAFF
‘ '| Cecilia Amerasinghe, Thushari Fernando, Nirosha Dassa, Sr Gertude,
Vinodani Wijesinghe, Amabel Croning, Thilini Mendis

SCHOOL MINOR STAFF
The Minor Staff of the School - Nimalsiri, Miguel, Alice, Ranjith
with the Principal Revd. Sr. M. Gertrude
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This story is another mileston the history of the school.
[t begins where the Poulier family left off..

As it stands to day, this modest spiritual, educational and cultural oasis, off the noisy, crowded
and commercial Galle Road route in Wellawatta, owes its existence to the humility and
importunity of our Parish priest, Rev. Father Robert Fernando, O.M.1,, and the zeal and generosity
of Mother Mary I mmaculate Conception, R.I.P., former Provincial of the Good Shepherd nuns
in Ceylon; who could not see her way clear to take St. Lawrence’s under her wing, the first time
Father Robert asked her to do so but who, touched by his perseverance, when, after trying all
over the Island, without success, to find religious willing or able to undertake the work, he
made a second appeal to her generosity. Owing to her zeal for souls she could not refuse him
and she took the first step, the most important one in such an enterprise and sent two Sisters
from Kotahena to start the work. Thus began the ‘New Testament’ in the story of St. Lawrence’s
School, in January 1953. By July 1st, 1955, a permanent Community was formed, and the
Sisters took up residence at 42, High Street.The Story of the ‘Old Testament’ is well known to
-our Parishioners and the names of the Poulier family will live forever in the school archives.
The Foundations of St. Lawrence’s were laid on the solid rock of virtue, portrayed in the lives of
the gallant men and women who went before us and set their seal upon the School. The nuns
of the present day, only six in number, are doing their utmost to maintain the high standard of
education and at the same time to move with the times, all for the glory of God and the good of
youth.

MONTESSORI

We shall begin at the school gate on Galle Road and take our readers on a tour of the Institution
as it is to-day. The Montessori House of Children ushers us in, and 120 youngsters, in age from
2 1/2 years to five, bid us welcome with the customary Montessori hand shake and lead us
through their class-rooms and hall where little tots are busily and quietly at work, according to
the methods of Dr. Marie Montessori. We marvel at the skill with which they use their apparatus
and listen to them explain the methods in their own way. Then they recite and sing for us and
finally treat us to a Percussion Band Concert. They play with great gusto and enjoy what they
are doing. They look very smart, too in their gold and maroon Band costumes. Here each child
receives individual attention.

We leave these little ones with reluctance to continue our way along the games field

Pavilion. The netball teams are on the courts getting in trim for the inter-school matches.
As we pass the lower grades, we notice children hard at work in some classes while others are
at singing in the Hall or engaged in drill or eurhythmics. Not wishing to disturb the teachers,
we continue along the way to pay a visit to “Noirmoutier” the Transition Hostel - an absolute




‘New Testament’ feature, which owes its origin to our present Mother Provincial, Mother Mary
Good Counsel, who wishes us to undertake something by way of Social Service. “Noirmoutier”
houses working girls from various parts of the Island. Most of the girls are out working. We are
received by a few girls who are off duty during the morning. They show us the dormitories and
loggia upstairs, and the kitchen, dining-room, sitting-room and offices down stairs. We notice
some of the students having music and theory lessons in the hall and some Girl Guides at work
in the garden, getting their “Agriculture programme” under way. Sugar cane is growing beautiful
in one corner of the garden and we notice fruit trees and odds and ends of vegetables as well as
pretty plants and shrubs. The Hostellers do a good bit of gardening in their free moments.

We return by way of the main school building where the Concert Hall and business offices are
also located. This is a veritable hive of activity. Besides classes working at academic subjects,
certain sections of Seniors are doing a play soon to be produced; others are engaged in
Needlework and Handwork projects. Delicious aromas waft from the Home Economics Lab,
where a class of juniors experimenting in the art of cooking bid us welcome. The Commercial
class is deep in Shorthand but we don’t stop there. As we pass through the main office where
typewriters are clicking and the gestetner machine is rolling off copies of songs and poems for
the inter-house competitions, we notice a few members of the Past Pupils’ Association trying to
persuade the typists to do some work for their Annual Meeting; just on the horizon are the
office bearers of the Youth Club who happen to come in at the moment and invite them to
listen to the debate they are going to have with the leaders of the Tabernacle Youth Club early
in March.

As we cross through the Hall we are quite taken up with some of the posters and friezes from
the Art Department. In a remote corner of the Hall a group of Legionaries are thrashing out a
programme for the Assembly next morning. All seem full of zeal.

POINSETTIA

On our way over to the Convent we pass the Tuck Shop where a group of teachers,
during a free period, are enjoying a “Tea Break.” Along the way, we notice how every available
bit of garden space is cultivated in one way or another.

The Poinsettia, in full bloom is gorgeous. Our attention is drawn to a neighbouring property
which good Father Robert hoped to use for school expansion. The nuns are
hoping for a Convent and Chapel there but alas’ This is a hope not likely to be realized in our
life time. ’

LITTLE FRIENDS

Now, we enter the small Convent on the right and after paying a visit to the Blessed Sacrament
we partake of some refreshments and then leave by way of the Convent garden where some
“Little Frieds” former “Brownies” are weeding the flower plots and picking up the bus tickets
blown in from High Street when the buses stop near the gate instead of at the bus stand. The
“Little Friends” consider this chore a “good deed” for the day.

As we pass through the gate we find it difficult to realize that six nuns, fifty five lay
teachers, twenty seven Hostellers. 921 students, and four devoted men helpers, all work together
in unison in such a small space, all for the greater glory of God and the good of St. Lawrence’s
School.

An excerpt from the “Golden Book”




ST, LAWRENCE'S SCHOOL - FROM 1952

(What I know and can remember)

I joined the staff of St. Lawrence’s School on 01-02-1952. The Principal then was Ms. Gosmeyer
Miss. Bartholumeusz often lead the morning Prayers. The other teachers I remember are
Mr. Cardoza, the Science Master, Mr. Fernando the Head Master, Mr. Peiris and Mrs. Paul, who stayed in
the little house at the far end of the school. Later a Hostel for working girls was constructed in this area,
which in later years was re-structured for the use of the School Home Science Unit and class rooms.
A few more parishomers joined the staff. Mr. David Thambinayagam and Mr. Tommy Perera who in later
years helped us as an Announcer at our Inter House Sportsmeets.

In 1953 we welcomed Mother Finbarr and a few nuns from the Good Shepherd order.
Mrs. Charlotte Silva arrived with the nuns. They travelled daily from Kotahena. In a short time one of the
two houses, bought for the school, was made available for the nuns to reside.

The other teachers I can remember during this period are Miss. Felsianas, Miss. May Oorloff, Mrs. Girlie
Dabarera and Mrs. Herft who together opened the Brownie Pack (Little Friends).
Mrs. Vivian Baptist (nee) Perera who started the Guide Company - 26th. Colombo with Miss. Noelle
Pandithakoralege as 1st. Lieutenant, and Miss. Romaine de Krester as 2nd. Lieutenant.

Four places of great religious importance selected by Mother Finbarr, were announced as the names for
the Four Houses for the School. The staff and the children were equally divided. Thereafter many inter
house activities were held.

The first four House Mistresses were :

LOURDES HOUSE - Mrs. Charlotte Silva.
LORETTO HOUSE - Mrs. Girlie Dabaera.
LIMA HOUSE - Mrs. Dahanayake.
LISIEUX HOUSE - Mrs. Misso

* Mrs. Misso migrated to Australia a few months later, and Miss. Noelle Pandithakoralege was appointed
House Mistress of Lisieux House. Miss. Marina Van Rooyan took over in 1956.

Apart from the classroom work, we had many extra curricular activities which helped the children to
build the team spirit in healthy inter house competitions - Poster Competitions in Religion, Drama,
Singing, Spelling, Do you know contests, Drill & Dance Displays and Sports.

In 1966 and in 1967 we conducted Mini Sportsmeets within the school premises. In 1968 we launched
a big regular Sportsmeet at St. Peter’s College, Grounds. Our Chief Guest at this meet was the then
Hon. Minister of Sports and Nationalised Services, Mr. V.A. Sugathadasa who was very pleased with a
well organised, disciplined and an enjoyable Sportsmeet. The standards in both the Track and Field
events were very good. The over 15 years Long Jump Record of 15’1 3/4 ins. established at this meet by
Sandra Bastiansz of Lisieux House, still remains a School Record.

*Inter house Sportsmeets were held annually, Besides athletics, Netball, Elle and Swimming were
enjoyable events with the students. Recognition and many Awards have been won in these activities too.

*In 1968 - Mother Superior was Rev. Sr. Eleanor
Principal was Rev. Sr. Carmaline.
Head Girl was Marsooma Kamaldeen
Games Captain was Sandra Bastiansz

The overall championship was won by Lisieux House.

Noelle Jayamaba




ST. LAWRENCE'S SCHOOL

through the years

Providence works in unexpected ways. When Mrs. Janet Poulier began her little drawing
room school in the year 1900 in a house called “ Lawrence Villa”, she never envisaged
that in later years the City of Colombo would be dedicated to St. Lawrence in whose
name the first Catholic Church was built in the fort of Colombo by Lorenzo de Almeida
whose patron saint happened to be the same saint. When Fr. Robert Fernando built
the new parish church of Wellawatte he dedicated it to this same saint - the lover of
poor and friend of the youth. Perhaps it was the name of her house that made
Mrs. Poulier interested in the life and work of St. Lawrence. Though a Protestant by
denomination, in later years she called her school St. Lawrence’s School.

The Poulier school flourished under this great lady an educationist dedicated to her
calling. In 1932 when Mrs. Janet Poulier found the pressure of work hard to handle
she appointed her niece Miss. Gladys Poulier her successor, though she still remained
on the scene as consultant & adviser.

In the early years the school catered to both boys and girls. Mrs. Poulier and her noble
band of teachers worked tirelessly and the school expanded moving premises from
the early “Lawrence Villa” which later became the old post office at the site of which
stands todays structure, to across the Galle Road where Mrs. Poulier purchased land
for her new school building.

When she decided to sell the school Mrs. Poulier was adamant that the school should
remain an educational institution and refusing an offer of Rs. 200,000 she offered the
school for Rs. 150,000 to Fr. Robert on condition that it remained a school and always
bear the name of Lawrence. Thus in 1951 Fr. Robert Fernando purchased the school
on behalf of the Catholic Church. The school came under the direction of Miss. Gozmao.
In 1953 two Good Shepherd sisters with Mother Finbarr as the head of the school
began their work here. Certain changes were inevitable but the school continued along
the same lines for some years more.

Girls and boys continued to be educated here till later on the boys were allowed to
remain only up till standard 5 and in the early sixties they were stopped altogether.
Sinhala, Tamil and English classes ran parallely though numbers at the start were small.
Some of the dilapidated classrooms gave way to a new building which included a
laboratory as well. An old house at the bottom of the garden gave way to a two storeyed
building.

One of the stalwarts from Mrs. Poulier’s time who continued to serve the school for
many years afterwards on the administrative staff and gave her best loyal and devoted
services to the school is the unforgettable Miss. Lou Bartholemeusz. She was associated
with school for almost half of its existence.

The school went onwards from strength to strength and today as an assisted private
school holds its own as a small school producing well conducted all round students




who take their place in todays society holding responsible positions in various fields.
Ten principals have held office in the second half of the schools existence with each
principal developing the school in one field or the other.

Since it was initially a private school the staff was not transferred and many there
were who spent their entire teaching careers in the school. The success of the school
was in large measure the results of their dedicated loyal service. A word about our
parents who were always with the management at all times - supporting advising but
never interfering in the administration of the school. The wonderful rapport between
the management, parents, teachers and past pupils is worthy of note as it contributed
much to the development of the school.

The hallmarks of a true Lawrentian are courtesy, versatality and responsibility. Small
is beautiful they say - it is advantageous as well. Since the numbers are manageable
there is more interaction between students and teachers and among the students as
well. The child, her skills and talents, her home background are all known and these
help the teachers to bring out the best in a child or offer her guidance and support
when necessary.

God has been generous with His gifts to St. Lawrence’s and has helped us to grow not
just in age but in wisdom and grace as well. To Him we humbly rededicate ourselves
and declare that all we did was for ‘The greater glory of God” as our motto invites us.
To our patron St. Lawrence we add our salutations with the prayer that his inspiration
and guidance will lead us ever onwards to greater heights and achievements.

“School of our girlbood years to thee

We pledge our love and loyalty

Ob Red and Gold through triumph, through strife
Blazen our trails to endless life”

Audrey de S. Wijeyaratne
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IT'S EARLY

BEGINNINGS...
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S.J.K. Crowther

St. Lawrence was a saint with an
irrepressible sense of humour. He Joked on
the gridiron on which he was roasted
because he would not renounce his faith. It
was a joke, a deadly joke cracked at the
expense of the Roman Governor, that
bought him to the gridiron. The Governor
had heard that the church was rich in treas-
ures. He sent for St. Lawrence and offered
to spare his life on a condition: “Present me,”
said the Governor, “with the treasures of
your Church and your life will be spared.”
St. Lawrence readily agreed.

A day was appointed for the treasures to be
presented. On the due date, St. Lawrence
invited the Governor to come. He opened
the doors of his church where the poorest
of the poor were gathered. “These,” said the
saint, “are the treasures of the Church. If you
wish you can have the whole lot of them.”

The Governor in a fit of ungovernable rage
ordered St. Lawrence to be roasted on a
gridiron. It was while his flesh was sizzling
that St. Lawrence made his most
memorable joke. He told his executioners:
“One side of my body is now well baked. Why
not turn me over so that the other side is
equally well roasted.”

HUMOUR

St. Lawrence with his keen sense of
humour must have smiled at “the set of
curious chances” - to use a Gilbertian phrase
- which brought about the establishment of
St. Lawrence’s School long before
St. Lawrence’s Church was established in
Wellawatta.

In the spacious days of queen Victoria there

lived in Colombo South, a worthy
citizen by the name of Lawrence. History
does not state who he was and what he was
doing. But he did one thing worthy of note
and destined to hand down his name to
posterity. He Called his house Lawrence
Villa.

Then came Mrs. Janet Poulier, a born
teacher, who had started her teaching
career at the Methodist High School. Now
Methodist College. Her one ambition she re-
alised when she took over the house called
Lawrence Villa and started to hold classes
in its drawing room.

DRAWING ROOM

This Drawing - room - School prospered, as
it was bound to prosper with one so
devoted to teaching as Mrs. Poulier. It grew,
members multiplied and soon Mrs. Poulier
found she had to have a proper school room
Came the question of naming the school She
called it St. Lawrence’s School.

Why did she call it by that name? Not merely
because it began its existence in Lawrence
Villa. There was something more to it than
this. And it is here that we see the inspira-
tion of St. Lawrence. Just at this critical junc-
ture, at the psychological moment. we may
say, Mrs. Poulier chances on a
life - sketch of St. Lawrence. She was greatly
impressed by what she read of him: his
pre-eminent love of God and man, his
steadfastness in the faith and his cheerful
heroic martyrdom. Ordinarily, Methodists
hold no truck with Catholic saints. But
Mrs. Poulier nobly rose above narrow
prejudices. Already her school was

?
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connected with the name of Lawrence. Now
she boldly christened it St. Lawrence’s
School.

“POULIER SCHOOL”

Thus, long before the Church thought of
building a church in Colombo South in
honour of St. Lawrence, a good Protestant
lady had founded a St. Lawrence’s School,
which was later to be attached to
St. Lawrence’s Church.

“Poulier School” as many called it,
developed and more accommodation had to
be found. A move was made to the first
house on the left hand side in Lily Avenue.
Even this did not suffice. Another move was
necessitated, this time to the right side of
the Lane, to a building which is now the Post
Office.

Mrs. Janet Poulier had presided over the
school since its modest foundation in 1900.
In 1936, she handed over the principalship
to her niece, Miss Gladys Poulier, while she
remained as manageress. The school
continued to prosper, but it was no easy task
to conduct a school, private school, under
the new educational system of the
Government. The Poulier family thought that
in the best interests of the school it must be
handed over to somé agency competent to
run it as a school, with this one’s
honourable record of disinterested service,
should be run. To whom were they to en-
trust their sacred charge?

HANDED OVER

Dedicated as Colombo had been to
St. Lawrence since Portuguese times, after
the demolition of Lorenzo de Almeida’s
Chapel, there had been no church to
commemorate St. Lawrence! Then quite late
in the day St. Lawrence’s Church came up
in Wellawatta. Mrs. Poulier, who had named
her school after the Saint, doubtless noted
the coincidence. When therefore it came to
handing over her beloved institution to an
educational agency, what was more natural

or proper than to hand it over to those who
were in charge of the Church of
St. Lawrence?

The Catholic Church bas an impressive list
of Colleges and Schools to its credit all over
the world. She felt - there is no doubt that
St. Lawrence secretly inspired ber - that it
is to the Catholic Church authorities she
should entrust ber school.

IDEAL

And so it came to pass that in 1951, the
Poulier ladies transferred their 51 years old
school to the Catholic authorities of
Colombo, who in 1938, had opened a
church and a parish at Wellawatta, in hon-
our of
St. Lawrence without knowing in the least
that cheek by jowl with their church there
had been in existence a St. Lawrence’s
School. In doing so the Pouliers once more
exemplified the ideal which had always
guided them. They might have got a better
price if their object was wordily gain. But
the wealth of this world was least in the mind
of St. Lawrence. So it was also in the mind
of the Poulier family, who sold their school
for much less than they could have got for it
in the open market.

To Miss Gladys Poulier the school owes
much more than can be described in a short
article. No less a born teacher than her aunt,
Miss Poulier had raised the school to a
degree of efficiency rarely achieved in
modern schools. When she recently retired
from the school her work as well as the tone
which she set for the school formed the
subject of universal praise.




A token of my appreciation......

wKeep on climbing up the long, hard trail.
Keep on trying though you faint and fail
Keep on looking for the golden gleam.
Keep on believing in your dearest dream. 1
Keep on singing though there’s none to bear.

Keep on  jesting though there’s none fto cheer.

Keep on ploughing though youve reaped mno crops.

Keep on marching if the drummer stops.

Keep on  fighting till the battle’s won.

Keep on keeping on till all is done.

Keep on following your guiding light....

Till a  turning brings the goal in sight.”

Harvest of Dreams - Patience Strong.

This is a small token of my love and appreciation which I dedicate to all my teachers, from the day I
started school till I left those gates of safe haven and security to enter the world of bitter rivalry and
merciless competition.

I remember my first teacher in year one had a very hard time with me, since
I couldn’t understand Sinhalese. I used to go home crying that she scolded me, everyday. She is one ‘
teacher I take my hat off to, for her patience and fortitude in coping with crying, wailing and utterly 1
spoilt six-year olds. The memories of my speech teacher will never leave me, for her subject was 40 |
minutes of utter terror as I never made the effort to study her poems and even if I did, a cowering }
classmate of mine would plead with me not to raise my hand. So it was always a case of being ‘
punished. Yet another was a rather formidable nun, who inflicted such an amount of terror and

dread among the whole class that one day we all stood up before she could punish us herself as was

her daily custom! Even the girls who knew the answers were never able to express themselves for

fear of calling down her wrath upon themselves.

I was the bane of all my Sinhalese and Maths teachers, who never seemed to be able to hold my
attention long enough. And we all know that if you can’t do maths, no force on this earth can ever
get you to understand and grasp that intricate process of working out a sum. But my teacher did; I
passed with a distinction for her subject. (The number of times I got hit on the head and poked in
the stomach with her pen bears a lot of relation to this case.) History was always a 40 minutes to
catch up with the sleep I missed getting up at 6.30 in the morning, but towards the latter stages, 1
discovered it was one of my best subjects, all thanks to my teacher. And even the dreaded subject of
Economics was a hurdle I jumped successfully thanks to the unflagging determination of my teacher.

One thing I did realise was that once I came to the higher grades, my expectations and requirements }
of my teachers began to vary, as I grew both in age as well as in my load of responsibilities. I will |
never be grateful enough to all of my teachers for the solid foundation and grooming they gave me

and for the implicit trust they placed in me. Their unwavering faith in my ability, their quiet (sometimes ‘
not!) support and steady guidance was the anchor that kept my head above the waters that tend to ‘
close above you at times when under pressure. The capability of holding my own in society and the ;
drive I have to make something out of myself, is in large thanks to my teachers, who also taught me ‘
to be patient, respectful and accommodating to others in all walks of life and of various kinds of

temperaments.

Strength of character, perseverance, integrity and loyalty are all values generated by my teachers,
when sometimes cease to be merely autocratic beings of academic learning, but become your
safeguard and shoulder to lean on in times of trouble and unease. This is my experience with some
of my teachers, who will always play a vital role in my life. i

Which is why I owe so much to my teachers and my school life. It’s only now that I truly appreciate |
the carefree, safe and hassle free life of my school days that seemed never-ending and such a drudge
at that stage. But I’'m thankful for all the memories and the experiences gained from school and my
teachers, for I am who I am today because of them. All the very best to you dear teachers, and thank

you with all my heart for the teachings and the care all of you showered upon me during my school

career. %

Natasha Gunawardena




HISTORY OF THE SCHOOL
IN PICTURES

THE MONTESSORI SCHOOL JUNE 1953

The old entrance
to the school
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The Montessori School

Children and members
of the staff of the

Montessori




KINDERGARDEN BLOCK 1954- 1955

Kindergarden
Class Room Block
in 1954

Mrs. Dabarera

Mrs. Herft and

Mrs. de Joudy
with the
students

Montessori Children
at work

Kindergarden
Children with the
Teacher




| Golden Chimes ushered in the Golden Jubilee of Mother Mary|
of St. Gerard. The day commenced with High Mass in the :
" School Hall celebrated by the

Very Rev. Fr. Serru O.M.|. assisted by | ‘

Rev. Fr. Robert Fernando O.M.I. as deacon and : ‘
Rev. Fr. Herat O.M.l. as sub deacon. ;

B il

Rev. Mother Mary of Sr. Gerard's at the Golden Jubilee
celebration with the students in September 1956




1st Holy Commiunion

LT 1r% One with Mrs. Bertholomeuz
Coloured and veils. .
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THE CONVENT - 1954

LOURDES HOUSE 1953 - 1954




the chief guest Hon Minister V. A.
Sugathadasa at the first meet to be
held on St. Peter’s College
Grounds in 1968

The Ambassador of the
Federal Republic of
Germany Dr. Pleiffer who
was the Chief Guest at the
Sportsmeet being garlanded
by the Games Captain of the
School Sharon Pietersz
on his arrival.

INTER HOUSE SPORTS MEETS IN THE EARLY YEARS

Mother Eleanor (Superior) escorting
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An event from the first meet held in
1966 on the school grounds.
The old school pavilion is in the
- background and the Chief Guests
was Dr. & Mrs. P. de S. Jayasinghe.

Games Captain Sandra Bastiansz at the
Microphone in 1969 with
Chief Guests Mr. & Mrs. Julian Grero.
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Sandra Jayasekera |
intermediate
champion
receiving her
award from
Mr. I.LD.M. Van
Twest DIG - 1972

Sharon Pietersz
winning the under 15
100 metres event

Staff
and
officials Race
1972




SMILIN THRU FAIR & FETE 1956

The Mayor of
Colombo
Mr. V. A. Sugathadasa
cuts the ribbon to
open "Smilin Thru"
The Fair & Fete -
organised
by the School

Rev. Fr. Robert
Fernando

blesses the Crest.
bt caiiiac

The March Past.




ST, AWRENCE'S DAY CELEBRATION (1956 - 1963




DRILL AND DANCE DISPIAY:- 1968 - 1969




"THE F DUHMTI[N STBNE WAB BLESSED ON

AN THE BU"IL[HNE DECLAREU OPEN ON
2.1988
BI’ THE

MosTREVD. DR .NICHOLAS MARCUS
FERNANDO

ARCHB'SHOF OF COLOMBO
FINANCED BY

RT.REVD.MGR.ARNOLD POLL

PRESIDENT HOLY CHILDAOOD ASSOCIATION
- NEST BERMANY.

Principal Sr. Nivard Senerath welcoming the
Most Revd. Dr. Nicholas Marcus Fernando,
Archbishop of Colombo and other guest to the opening of the
Pavillion and classroom block on 9th February 1988

Tending the Pot of Milk




Rev. Fr. Martin Gunaratne.
Bishop Oswald Gomis,
Rev. Fr. Manik Muttukumaru
and the
Principal Rev. Sr. Lynette at
the Opening of the New Set of
Classrooms - 1978 / 79
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Bishop Oswald Gomis cutting -
the ribbon declaring open the
New Set of the classrooms

The Principal Rev. Sr. Lynette
welcoming
Bishop Oswald Gomis and
other guest to the opening of

the new set of the classrooms 4
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SCHOOL AWARD DAYS

FIRST AWARD DAY
Chief Guest Aux. Bishop Frank
Marcus Fernando
with Rev. Sr. Eleanor - 1965

,g%f
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PRIZE GIVING 1974
Chief Guest - Rev. Sr. Carmeline, Former Principal |
with Rev. Sr. Colette, Principal. :

PRIZE GIVING 1983 | PRIZE GIVING 1982

Hon. Prime Minister R. Premadasa and Madam Chief Guest Hon. Minister. Anandatissa
Hema Premadasa with Principal Rev. Sr. Lynette De Alwis.

g - e E. . ; I

: e PRIZE GIVING |

o g 1985 i ‘

e RS Hon. Minister of Land, Land Development and | P_R IZE G“"Nq 1988_ ‘\
PRIZE GIVING 1984 | | Mahaweli Development Mr. Gamini Dissanayake Chief Guest Prof. Willie Mendis, ;

Rt. Rev Mgr. Ambrose De Paoli and Mrs. Dissanayake with Principal Vice Chancellor 3‘
Papal Nuncio Rev. Sr. Nivard Senarath ! Moratuwa University |




PRIZE GIVING 1991
Hon. Minister of Education and Higher
Education Mr. Lalith Athulathmudali with Principal Rev.
Sr. Francin and Mother Superior Sr. Mari Niyomi

PRIZE GIVING 1992
The Chief Guest Hon. Justice Mark Fernando
Judge of the Supreme Court with
Rev. Sr. Mary Gertrude

PRIZE GIVING 1999
Chief Guest Rev. Fr. lvan Perera
(National Director Catholic Education)

PRIZE GIVING 1993
Chief Guest Prof. G.L. Peiris
(Vice Chancellor University of Colombo)

SR SR N

PRIZE GIVING 1997
Prof. Mrs. Wimala de Silva, Vice Chancellor
Jayawardhenepura University with
Principal Rev. Sr. Mary Gerirude
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[TEMS FROM SCHOOL CONGERT

Chief Guest

at a school concert

Rev. Fr.
Felician Perera
Rector
St. Peter's College

being welcomed by a

student

Chief Guest
at a school
concert
Kala Shuri
Mr. Anil Mihiripenna
and
Mrs. Mihiripenna
being welcome by
the Principal
Sr. Mary Gertrude

Ukusa Wannama




Thuranga Wannama

"Krishna"
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An Action Song







'THANK YOU" TO MISS. LOU BARTHOLEMEUSZ
‘ ' by the
Staff, Past Teachers and Members of PP.A.




CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS

. B A > !- '»..‘- .! V g
Santa arrives for the Christmas party
followed by children

Christmas Party organised by the Past Pupils
Associatio_n in the school for the children

Lol Lo
Santa greets and distributes gifts at the
Christmas Party




A scene from the Ballet
"Hansa Vila"

The Actresses were
K.D. Nilanthi (Mrs.
Nilanthi Goonaratne),
Geetha Deveraj and
Sherine de Alwis.
This ballet which was
directed and trained by
Mrs. Manel Boteju was
staged at
St. Lawrence's and at
the Maharagama
Training College
in1971. e

o et

Scenes from the play Lady Precious Stream
produced by Mrs. Yolande Abeyweera in 1971. !

o

The winning table at the
Table Decor Competition
organised to celebrate
St. Lawrence's School Day |

The flower garden in the
school premises in 1971
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School Celebrates o
50 Years of Independence - _1998

The 50 years of
Independence was
celebrated in the school with
religious servicesbe
conducted by the
students at which
Chief Guest was

The Chief Guest
Mrs. Kariyawasam,
Zonal Education Directress
hoisting the School Flag




ST, LAWRENCE'S SCHOOL
CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS

Years ago, a Lady - Mrs. Janet Poulier, had a vision to start a school which she did. Mrs. Poulier began a
little school in the year 1900 in a house called “Lawrence Villa”, which through the years grew from
strength to strength. Today, we the present students of St. Lawrence’s School have the good fortune to

celebrate hundred years of it’s existence.

Quite fittingly, Rev. Sr.
Gertrude our Principal and the
staff members, drew up a
programme as to how we
should celebrate this great
event. Accordingly the first
event was the “Centenary
Walk”. Students, past pupils,
teachers and parents took part
in the walk, sporting badges
and caps in school colours, with
the two school bands leading
the way.Thereafter there was a
mini fair. There were many
stalls selling miscellaneous
items, clothes, books, plants
and delicious home made eats.

A band kept our feet on the go. At the end of
the day, we were tired, but happy.

The next item on the agenda was a drama. The
very popular Indu Dharmasena came forward to
train us. It was hard work, but when it went on
Boards on the 25th, 26th and 27th of March 2000,
our drama “The Golden Goose” was a great
Success.

During this period a new storey was under
construction. Sr. Principal had expressed the
desire to have this building completed for the
Centenary Celebrations. The people involved
in this project agreed, and took all necessary

Entrance Procession
The Members of the Staff

steps to see that the building was completed before
the celebrations. By the grace of God the building
was ready in time. His Lordship, Bishop Nicholas
Marcus Fernando declared the new building open.
Holy Mass was celebrated. Religious observances were
conducted by both Buddhist and Muslim students.
After the religious ceremonies were over, the children
were treated with musical entertainment, which was
enjoyable.

On a subsequent date an Evening of Prayer and a
Healing Service conducted by Rev. Fr. Darrel
Coonghe, was most inspiring and helped us




spiritually. This service was greatly
appreciated by the students as well as
their parents. The Buddhist children
too in accordance with their religious
beliefs went to the Temple and invoked
the blessings of Lord Buddha on the
school and the students.

Thereafter we eagerly awaited the ‘Big’
event, and put our hearts and souls
practising for many weeks. Preparations
were made for the event, and then came
the 29th of September 2000, the day the
whole school was a hive of activity. The
30th of September 2000, dawned. It was
a cloudy day, so we prayed that the rains
will hold off, and by the grace of God

the skies cleared. The Chief Guest Rt. Rev. Dr. Nicholas
Marcus Fernando arrived on time and was escorted to
the beautifully decorated outdoor stadium. His Lordship
celebrated Holy Mass attended on by several priests.
After mass the Papal message was read out. There were
many priests and nuns invited to this joyous day. Among
them were three of our past Principals.

We did not forget our Buddhist and Muslim students,
who were included in the religious ceremonies invoking
the blessings of Lord Buddha and Almighty Allah.

After Holy Mass ended the Western Band together with
the Eastern Band presented a band display, followed by

a dance. The two items were a success inspite
of the showers of rain, and it was greatly
appreciated by the audience.Thereafter the
Chief Guest and invitees were treated to a
sumptuous lunch. By this time it was raining
heavily, but that did not dampen the spirits
of all the children who danced merrily to the
accompaniment of good music. Infact it was
more fun dancing in the rain. Indeed these
were showers of blessing on our school. I
would like to visualise the foundress of our
school smiling at us from her heavenly abode.
It was a most exciting and memorable day for
us. Souveniors were sold to remember this
event.

We also had an exhibition on the 8th and 9th
of Novermber 2000. We students got
together and presented our exhibition to the
best of our ability.

In conclusion we are most grateful to our
Principal, Rev. Sr. Gertrude and all the staff
members for their untiring efforts to make
the Centenary Celebration the grand success
that it was.

Harshini Dias Amarawardena
Grade 9C
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1 Man

at theWheeel

It is in deed a great honour bestowed on me to pen a few golden memories about the commendable
and the long standing service of Mr. Michael Jayasinghe, the office aid of our school.

Mr. Jayasinghe was a strong pillar of St. Lawrence’s School, where he served 28 years. There are a few
distinctive features which anyone who is connected with St. Lawrence’s School would have observed
in him.

One of these was the “Influence for good”. He was one of the finest gentleman I have come across in
my life time. As I grew up in my school, day by day, we had the opportunity of associating with this
fine man in our childhood.

The jokes he shared with us and the stories he related to us were peculiar to our childhood, though
he was much older than us. He said “no” to nothing. He was a positive man. He was a friend not only
to the senior teachers but he was the friend of little children as well. Consequently he couldn’tbe
dropped on school trips and outings. On those trips he was good fun and a willing helper.

He was always aware of his duties, more over his perfomance was beyond his duties. At night he was
the watcher of our school. Mr. Jayasinghe was doing his duties mindful of the outcome of possible
mistakes on a respectable educational institute. Therefore he always attempted to pave a good way
for the young girls by way of his examplary character and his sincere devotion to the school for which
he worked for 28 years.

Though he was not a great educationist he was aware of the fact that working for the school was just
not a livelihood but it is something that goes to the roots of the culture, heritage and the conscience
of the people and the children.

In short Mr. Jayasinghe was a man who can be trusted absolutely with the grit to stick to a
unpleasant job of work and see it through to the end. Whatever he did he did alone with out
grumbling and was always with a smile. There are instances where he was scolded by the sisters for
helping others in good faith.

Currently he is spending the evening of his dedicated life living with his family in Gampola.
May God Bless him and we wish him all health and happiness in his sunset years.

'CHRISTINE SENARATNE - 98 A /L.




DOWN MEMORY LANE.....

As St. Lawrence’s School celebrates its centenary, as a past pupil it gives me great
pleasure to write a few lines on my early school days. Although, I was a pupil for only
3 years (1942 - 1945) yet, I do have a few cherished memories of my old school.

It was a mixed school and classes were from kindergarten to standard seven. The
lower school was in a very old house close to the school gates. A few other classes
too, were in old buildings in close proximity to the present school hall, which
comprised a major part of the upper school.

The school population was nearly 250 students. School commenced daily at 10.00
a.m. and closed at 4.00 p.m. This was mainly due to the Second World War, which
was in progress. Very often the Wellawatte Police sounded its air - raid siren, a warning
drill for another Japanese invasion and the children with a pencil in mouth, cotton
wool in ears were taught to creep quickly under table or school desk.

During this period education at St. Lawrence’s was of a very high level. Consider at
standard two reading “High Roads of Literature” and “A way to History”, using the
Royal Crown copy book for handwriting and the use of pen and ink by the students.
With the medium of instruction being English, the parents of the Burgher community
of Wellawatte, which was very prominent, together with Sinhalese, Tamils and Muslims
chose St. Lawrence’s for their children’s education. 3

The teaching staff was very dedicated and I can still remember teachers like Mr. Brohier,
Miss. Ludwick, the very stern Principal Miss. Gladys Poulier and my own class teacher
Miss. Bartholomeuz to whom I owe much in life.

Being a loyal student of my old school, I chose to send my two children to
St. Lawrence’s and once again had the opportunity of meeting my class teacher Miss.
Bartholomeuz who had retired from teaching but had taken up duties in the school
office. When I met her to pay school fees I told her it was for my two daughters.
She promptly told me she knewthey were my children.

While my children were educated at St. Lawrence’s I took a keen interest in all the
activities of the school. My children are now past pupils and they together with other
past pupils work hard for the up lifting of their school.

St. Lawrence’s has now grown from strength to strength and as its centenary is
celebrated, I take this opportunity of wishing its principal, staff and pupils all success
with the hope that St. Lawrence’s will be a leading institute in the field of education
in Sri Lanka.

Carlyle Neydorff
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'OF SCHOOL DAYS AND TEACHERS

School days - a never to be repeated experience! Our teachers - all great ladies, who
patiently and kindly guided us all during our years in school, instructing us in the
fundamental rules of life.

They were responsible for instilling in us the discipline and self-confidence that we
took with us when we left school. We learnt to believe in ourselves and in our talents,
and reach for our highest goals. To be the best we could be - and that lesson I took
with me when I left school to face the outside world.

Those lovely, carefree days are long gone, where our biggest problems were studying
and passing our exams. Such agonies we went through, trying to understand our lessons
in Sinhalese. Personally, it was like feeling my way through a fog - but the determination
to get out of the fog was strong, and I’'m glad to say I did it! I studied myself into a fever
at times, but I passed every exam I sat for. All thanks to my teachers, for their infinite
patience and understanding. I am grateful to you all.

When I think back to the good old days, my happiest memories are, unfortunately,
not of studying and striving to excel in my lessons, but of the more lighthearted events
like sportsmeets and concerts. Never will I forget the long walks to Cooray Park for
sports practices. The hours spent in the sun trying to march in synchrony, to win the
coveted March Past Trophy. Excitement would run high on the day of the Meet, with
the girls eyeing their rivals cautiously, and the House Teachers egging on their girls to
do their best - at loggerheads with their colleagues, who were now in the enemy camp!
All would return to normal a few days later!!

Mrs. Yolande Abeywira trained us for several concerts, and Mr. Lylie Godridge, dear to
us all in the choir, would arrive on Tuesday mornings for our singing sessions.
He taught us old folk songs and harmonising. He trained us for the 1000 Voice
Choir - a unique and unforgettable experience. They are both with us no more, but,
I suspect, will never be forgotten. Ali Baba and the Forty Thieves was directed by
Mrs. Abeywira, and all the songs composed by Mr. Godridge. That was a great success
and all who took part in it really enjoyed themselves. Well, I did! We also put on
A Christmas Carol, which too was very enjoyable. These were the ‘big time’ plays of
our time, but I'll not forget the Christmas concerts we did every year-end when we
were younger. The heady excitement of Christmas nearly always started at those
get-togethers.

Prize Givings were another highlight of our school days. Receiving a prize was the
greatest reward for our hard work, and gave us a very special feeling. 1 also remember
a couple of school day trips, highly educational, but no less exciting, where once we
even ended up in the Chilaw Police Station!

Yes, there are many memories, both good and bad, but, whichever way you look at it,
our school days were the best. A strong foundation stone for the rest of our lives.

Congratulations St. Lawrence’s - a 100 years of producing girls who were, and always
will be, proud of their alma mater!

Jessica Gunawardena




' Thoughts of a past Lawrentian... I

As I sat and began to write a few words about my school days there came the memories
which I cherish and treasure so much. I remember a particular incident which took place
even before I entered school. At the time of the incident the choice of school had been
finalised and my brother and my cousins started to make fun of my school and I remember
how I cried, shouted and even threw stones at them. I was just 6 years but fighting in an
attempt to defend my school.

While at school we never used to value our school days. I used to dream of the day where
I would leave school. I used to count the number of years that were remaining for me to
leave school. Only when I came to my O’Level year did I really look with much sadness and
regret at the couple of years I was to spend in school.

A child generally spends 13 years in school. Through the years teachers played the role of
mothers. On numerous occasions my teachers have addressed us as “Duwey” (Daughter).
We could always go to them with any problem and with much love and care they would
always try to help us in which ever way they could. Of course we used to imitate them and
even dread some of the teachers lessons but that’s part of being young and mischievous.
Though the teachers were strict at times now as an adult I look back with much gratitude
for their dedication towards the profession they were engaged in. Even now if I happen to
meet any teachers it is with much respect and joy that I go upto them and chat. Recently I
met my year 3 class teacher at a shopping mall and she would have been around 70 years
or so and with no hesitation I walked upto her and spoke but of course she couldn’t
remember me but it’s that bond that we built during school that remains which is so strong
and never fades away.

During my school career I remember how we were told to stand straight when a superior
is addressing us. Even now it is repeated in my day to day life. Punctuality was very much
stressed at S.L.S. and the late comers had to do rounds around the grounds and were taken
to the principal’s office. We, students at S.L.S. were never allowed to wear short uniforms.
It had to be knee length or longer with hair tied in two plaits neatly combed (no fancy hair
styles) and with two red ribbons. Shoes had to be cleaned or polished, nails cut short and
no safety pins on the uniform. As a young girl we never saw the value of such discipline but
now as an adult I look back and am thankful for the strict discipline and upbringing I
obtained at my alma mater because it helps me to be level headed and to keep my head
above my shoulders. That’s the reason why we Lawrentian’s stand out in todays society.
S.L.S. has trained us in a conservative manner and with certain values .

I remember how boy’s were never to be associated with while in school. There would be
much speculation if a girl had a male acquaintance. Severe rules were imposed for our
benefit and betterment. As an adult when looking at our society it’s with much appreciation
and pride that I look at the strict upbringing we got from the good shepherd nuns. Indeed
they were shepherds by showing and guiding us in the correct path. The prefects used to
check bags and confiscate things like magazines, letters and sweet dreams books and as
teenagers we used to think it was highly stupid but as a mature adult I realise what good it
has done to me. The convent upbringing that I obtained has helped me to behave in society
in a way that is compatible to our culture. I would like to tell all those present Lawrentians
reading this article, you may not value it now but ten twelve years down the line you will
no doubt see the value of it.




Being at S.L.S. moulded me to a complete person with many values put into me and
confidence and fluency in English and Sinhalese has enabled me in my day to day life.
At S.L.S. since the number of students is only about one thousand two hundred
everyone get’s a chance to take part in extra curricular activities. The exposure that I
and past Lawrentian’s gained at S.L.S. is immense

Each girl was given the opportunity to take part in debating, drama, sports, guiding
etc. Most of the girls were given a chance to be a leader in some way or the other,
maybe as a prefect or maybe as an office bearer in an association. This brings out
those leadership skills and organising abilities in a person from a young age. These
qualities help us to take the lead next to others in society. It’s that exposure that
brought the best in us which enables us to shine in society. The biggest event in the
school calender “The annual inter house sports meet” is an event that brings the
whole school together. Team work was instilled in us by such events and also Science
day, English day, Sinhalese day, Prize Giving, Prefects day brought out the best in us.
From the year 5 students to the principal used to work together as one inorder to
make the occasion a success.

When I look back, I remember school as being a big family unit. It has been several
years since I left school but still if I see a Lawrentian however junior to me I can
recognize her and a “Hi” is always exchanged. Recalling my old memories I still
remember the last day of my school career. The whole class started to cry as the
silence bell was heard at 07.25 a.m. As the periods passed by the smiles faded away
and tears started to roll down our cheeks. No one could stop them. After thirteen
long years it was time to bid adieu. After school hours we had organised a lunch for
the terchers who guided us throughout, as they dispersed we hugged each other and
cried in a way that we have never cried. Upto date the saddest day in my life has been
that last day that I walked out of the gates of St. Lawrence’s. I still have two uniforms
hung in my closet with my house badge and two prefects badges in jewellery boxes
safely kept and which I intend to pass on to a daughter of mine one day. The school
magazines and the photographs are the only things that bring me memories and the
occasional visits that I pay to school when ever I have free time.

I long for that day where I would see a daughter of mine wearing that very familiar
uniform and me walking through the gates of St. Lawrence’s, this time not as a student
but as a parent. I want to make that wise decision that my mother made so many years
ago and would love to see a daughter of mine under the care of my Alma Mater St.
Lawrence’s. [ am certainly not in a very high post but I am here doing a job, working
my way through the business world and I owe all this to my Alma Mater. I owe so
much to you my school and I sincerely hope and pray that I would be able to pay back
my debts and that St. Lawrence’s which was initially called Lawrence Villa will grow
from strength to strength and will produce Lawrentians who will be loyal citizens
taking the lead in society.

Taniya Fernando
A Past Lawrentian




THE IMPORTANCE OF ETHICS

With the dawn of the twenty first century, Globalization which is a result of the advancement
of Science and Technology has reached its zenith. Globalization has had a good and bad impact on
society, especially on developing countries where people tend to ape the westerners forgetting their
back grounds and culture. As a result the value of ethics too has begun to decrease rapidly. Ethics could
be described as moral principles or rather philosophies. But from my point of view I think it has
something more to it. Ethics is not something to be “spoon fed” to somebody but to be explained to a
person so that it is understood by him very clearly and that he would realize the value of life and how
it helps greatly in the formation of his character.

As stated above, the advancement of Science and Technology and the communication facilities it has
provided through e-mail and the internet which “quenches the thirst for knowledge and information”
could be described as the main spring of globalization. Thus the young generation has chosen the
computer not only as a source of education but also as a source of entertainment which exceeds its
limits beyond computer games even to pornography. Pornography not only corrupts the minds of all
those who dare watch these scenes, but also takes away the sense of respect that everyone should have
and owe the other, and violates the rightful privacy of people. It is no wonder then that women and
perhaps men too live in fear of being abused, as the amount of corruption caused by pornography
seems to escalate daily. It has spread like a wild fire even among teenagers and seems to be a force no
one could ever oppose and which has contributed to the degradation of ethics.

Eventhough in the past a woman was respected and given her due place in society, today they
have been brought so low, even to the point of being used as “play things” of the opposite sex.
The age old saying and belief that in the past a pretty woman adorned with jewels could walk unaccom-
panied from Point Pedro to Dondra in our country seems only a myth to the present generation, as
women have to suffer harassment of all sorts, be it while travelling in public transport or at work places
because of gender discrimination etc. Ethics has been degraded to such an extent that in the present
day a son would not hesitate to kill his own mother in order to get money not considering how much a
mother has to go through to bring up her children. So at a time where mothers do not get the respect
due to them even from their own off spring how could another person expect to be respected by such
people?

As the rat race, to possess more, never seems to cease, people do not bother how they earn
their money; be it by selling drugs, pornography, prostitution, theft or fraud and live as people
without a conscience, as money seems to be their only goal in life. And so it is no wonder that people
forget their own parents who have gone through all the trouble to bring them up, and with no sense of
thankfulness or gratitude, isolate them in Homes for Elders or even worse at times chase them out of
their own houses. It is indeed a very pathetic state that has dawned on our society, for people don’t
seem to know what love, kindness, honesty, gratitude, responsibility and obedience mean.

I think it is about time that at least the younger generation stand up against such vices in society and
take the trouble to get to know what ethics is, and how ethics can help a person to form his character
and show the adults and also tell them that we want to see and bring about a change in society. Instead
of the vices and selfishness we want to see a righteous society with chivalrous people and at least some
of our elders would become aware that humane qualities and ethics still do exist and take the trouble to
enlighten the future generation and ensure a safe stable environment for the future generation and also
hope that people would live according to their conscience, so that in the future there would be people
of strong characters and most of all with kind hearts.

Jacqueline David.




A few words from a Past Pupil...

I feel extremely happy and honoured to have been invited to contribute to the
centenary Magazineof my alma mater, St. Lawrence’s which in a long noteworthy
and interesting career has had a most eminent line of Principals like Mother
Magdalene, Mother Carmeline etc. St. Lawrence’s has indeed sustained its
endeavour and achievements through the commitment of generations of
eminent Principals, dedicated Teachers, thousands of students in the past and
present. The School was steeped in the conservative Roman Catholic
background, but has encouraged individual development and always fostered
concern with social issues, cooperate living, tolerance, generosity and
‘understanding across ethnicity and religion. Girls big and small came to the
school from all parts of the country and even from abroad, undoubtedly the
school must have had a worthy reputation.

Among numerous virtues of dedicated teachers one that stood out was true
humility. They were modest about their intellectual attainments and imparted
the vast knowledge that they have accumulated through the years to every
student who sought it. Their lives evade the skill of the biographer. They cannot
be assessed for there are no windows to their lives but they have sent out
through their hands a set of students who did not have prejudices, who did not
view through coloured glasses, that was the difference in the students who
passed through St. Lawrence’s. I consider it my greatest privilege to have had
my education in this great school under Teachers like Mrs. Audrey Wijeratne,
Mrs. Latha Ranathunge, Mrs. Felsianese, Mrs. Singarayer, Mrs. Shanmugarajah,
Mrs. Monica Moldrich, Miss. Oorloff and host of other teachers. Whatever little
I have attained in life it is purely due to my school St. Lawrence’s.

This great institution was a breeding ground of ladies, who were fashioned to
make their contribution to the society they live in whether here or abroad. St.
Lawrence’s has linked all who passed through it through a century and kept all
it’s old girls connected in friendship and togetherness as members of a very
vibrant pluralistic society.

May this great institution live for a number of centuries to serve generations of
students.

LONG LIVE DEAR OLD ST. LAWRENCE’S SCHOOL.

Padma de Silva

Attorney-at-law
President
Sri Lanka Woman Lawyers Association.




WHAT ST. LAWRENCE’'S SCHOOL
MEANS TO ME - A MESSAGE FROM A PAST PUPIL.

I send this message to the Centenary Magazine of St. Lawrence’s School, with fondest memories of
my school days.

My dear late grandmother was personally acquainted with Mrs. Janet Poulier, and urged my mother
to send me to St. Lawrence’s School. My grandmother was only literate in Arabic and Tamil and
had a limited knowledge of Sinhala. She was desirous that I attend a good school and pursue my
studies.

We were taught by very dedicated teachers. Most of whom were trained teachers. The few graduate
teachers at that time were our present Vice-Principal Mrs. Audrey Wijeratne, Mrs. Rose Mudalige,
Mrs. Shanmugarajah and Mrs. Lata Ranatunga. Ms. Felsianes, Ms. Rosemary Jansz, Mrs. Siebel, Mrs.
Rubera, Mrs. D’Abrera were some of our teachers who guided us. Whether it was Arithmetic or
English Language, it was taught with the best objectives. Their aim was to ensure we knew it and
remembered what was taught.

Their methods of inculcating knowledge in us were unique as well as interesting. I remember in
Grade 8 (then known as Form III ) Mrs. Siebel got us to sit right around her in a circle. She made
the subject interesting by making it a story. She made us co-operate with each other. I do not
remember fighting or being angry with my friends. We were one big team. There was no jealousy
among us. The clever and the weak were alike and the clever ones never hesitated to help the
weak, whether it was buying her a new pencil or giving her a helping hand in her weak subjects.

At drama time it was as though we were one family. I have nostalgic memories. When we staged
“Lady Precious Stream” directed by the late Mrs. Yolande Abeywira, I had one of the lead parts of
being the father of Lady Precious Stream-Diane Inman. (who was once the Personal Assistant to
our Madam President). All of us evern helped to sew and decorate each other’s costumes. There
was such perfect harmony and teamwork during that play, that we staged it three times over sched-
ule to the acclaim of the general public. Our Principal at that time, Sister Carmeline, who was a very
strict disciplinarian boosted our morale during our performances.

What I am attempting to convey in this article, is to send a silent message to the present pupils of
our school. Study, make friends and when you get out of school and walk into the wide big world,
walk like a Laurentian - Bravely, loyally, honestly and with dignity and pour out to Sri Lanka and
to every one around you what St. Lawrence’s taught you. Studies alone do not make you complete.
Knowledge coupled with the charm and ability to mix in a cosmopolitan society and the ability to
give and take with a religious and God fearing feeling makes you a useful person in society.

When I was chosen the President of the Past Pupil’s Association in 1992, it was just not only status,
but a challenge ---- the challenge of organizing the first ever public Coffee evening at the Hotel
Hilton. It was no easy task. The funds we had in our coffers had to be paid as an advance to the
Hotel. We began sponsor hunting with only two months left for the show; I urged all the old girls
to come around, join together and foster their relationship and start finding sponsors. Sponsors
poured in slowly and steadily and before long we found that we had sponsors for every single item
in the show. The show was a grand success and I achieved my budgeted target. Thanks to the jont
efforts of my committee and to all the past pupils, parents and teachers who helped us. The subse-
quent committees have gone beyond and made great strides in launching many fund raising projects
for the benefit of our school. This is now a continuous process, and the zest to help our school,
after leaving St. Lawrence’s, g0€S 0N .....................

Lisieux House which I captained in 1971 had as its motto “Strive for the highest” and that is what
each one of you young people should do. Your reach should exceed your grasp or what’s a heaven
for.----

1 also send this message to the young students who are aspiring for a career in a chosen profession
.Commitment to your cause is of paramount importance. Long hours of hard work is necessary to
achieve your goal.

Mrs. Z. Farbana Refai




" CENTENARY MEMORIES

Seeing is believing and the sea refuses no river
Time passes bringing wonders that live for ever
Like crystal water falls from black clouds

And flowers bloom every where

With the guidance of the Lord

Ring the bells of Saint Lawrence’s school
Entering the year of its Centenary

No wonder we are thrilled

Cause you mean so much to us

Education, self - dignity is wealth more precious than gold
Stumbling feet are guided over rugged paths

Sharing , caring , holding and letting go will be with us for evermore

Corde Magno Ad Gloriam” is our dear school motto

Hearken to the Red Gold

Our spark of love and happiness will burst into golden memories

On the day we celebrated, the great golden day, 30th September 2000
Lord your blessings on our school we pray.

Michelle Benedict
Grade 7 C

" THE FIRST DAY IN SCHOOL

I went to school for the first time, when I was six years old. I got up early in the morning.
I took my breakfast. I was so happy becouse I got new books.
I was thrilled because I was wearing a white uniform new shoes and new socks.
For the first time I went to school with my parents.

When I was at the entrance of the school gate I saw the name of the school

“ST. LAWRENCE’S SCHOOL”. I saw many children running here and there.

I entered the classroom. My new class teacher greeted me. §

She was a kind teacher. She spoke to me kindly. She wrote my name in the register.
My parents spoke to her. I sat beside Andria. Andria became my friend.

On the first day I learned only counting and some Sinhala letters.
During the interval Andria and I went around the school premises.

We met many teachers, students, prefects and also Rev. Sister Francine our
former principal. We saw the school premises, the pavilion, school hall, the canteen, the
convent, the chapel, the staffroom, the office, the school flag, the school badge and the
houses of the budgies. At 11.00 o’clock the school bell rang and it was time for us to go

home. Happily, I told my parents everything that had happened in school. It was a
memorable day. My school is my second mother.

Maryanne Fernando
Grade 7 C




| The Buddhist students and teachers participating in religious
~ services at the Bellanwila Temple asking for blessings on the
| school on the celebration of its centenary. -

| Penetentialand
o  healing service |
 in preparation
for the jubilee
~celebrations.




The Con, Celebrated High Mass. His Grace the

Archbishop with Revd Fathers Kingsley
Jayamanne and -Pacidus Silva

Vicars General and other special guests.

Revd Sr. Gertrude - Principal Reading the
Papal blessing

T . s
AWRENCE'S SCHOOL |

Chief Celebrant Rt. Rev Dr. Nicholas
Marcus Fernando preceded by the
members of the clergy and religious.
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A Hundred years




AN EVENING AT 'RANAVIRU SEVANA’ RAGAMA.




To share our joy with our neighbouring school Lumbini M.V. the P.T.A. *
organized a shramadana to paint the library and a
presentation of books was made. .
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CONSTRUCTION OF THE NEW
BLOCK OF CLASSROOMS

Principal Rev. Sr. Mary Gertrude, Staff, invitees and students
gathered before the Laying of the foundation stone for the
Construction of the New Block of Classrooms

Laying of the foundation stone for the
Construction of the New Block of
Classrooms by Rev. Sr. Mary Winifreda |
Perera, Provincial Superior Sisters of the

Good Shepherd ]
on 01st August 1999

WORK IN PROGRESS
Construction of the
New Block of Classrooms

—— « . |




HERALDING THE BIRTH OF CHRIST IN THE YEAR 2000

The message of
Christmas as the
Gospel gives it - Rev.
Sr. Mary Gertrude,
Principal reads the
Gospel account of

the Nativily

The recreation of the stable

at Bethlehem

The Chief Guest
Rev. Fr.
Benedict Joseph
leads the prayer
and imparts the
Christmas
Blessing




THE OPENING OF THE NEW BLOCK OF CLASS ROOMS 3RD MARCH 2000

Chief & Guest Rt. Revd. Dr. Micholos Marcus Fernando
(Archbishop of Colombo) with Revd Sr. winipeeda Perera
(Sr. Provincial and Revd. Fr. Ivan Perera
Director of Catholic School)




The School grows in wisdom and age

They imparted education under, the
guidance of Mrs. Janet Pouher
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ST-LAWRENCE’S SCHOOL

1st row L to R : Sr. Priyangika, Sr. Namalie Perera, Heather Fonseka, Shirani Amarajeewa, Marietta de Silva, Rose Mudalige, Latha Ranathunga, Ranee
Joseph, Sr. Gertrude (Principal), Audrey de Silva Wijeyeratne, Erin Dias, Manel Boteju Pushparani Kularathnam, Nilanthi Goonaratna, Philomena
Handapangoda, Sr. Madeleine, Sr. M. Nilanthi

2nd Row L to R : Chamila Perera, Damayanthi Fernando, Lasanthi Fernando, Chandralatha Weerasinghe, L. V. Rajakarunaratna, Shyama Fernando,
Udeshika Kumarasinghe, Samara Perera, Nimali Fernando, Rosemary Senerath, Enoka Peiris, Nilani Mallawarachchi, Padmini de Silva,
Chamindre Hewawasam, Jascintha Wickramasinghe, Marie Dias, Sriyani Fernando, Dilrukshi Perera

3rd Row L to R : Ramathi Sooriyarachchi, Mangala Ratnayake, K. Stella Peiris, Gayathrie Fernando Iresha Fernando, Asiri Withanage,
Christa Perera, Christine Seneratne, Janaki Samarathunga, Anne Sajeewanie Silva, Dilini chkramatunga |
Devmini Fernando, Sudarshini Peiris, Anoma Perera, Nilani Suraweera, Dilani Subasingha.
Absent Anne Perera




. Mrs. Audrey De S. Wijeyeratne
. Mrs. Latha Ranathunga
. Mrs. Rose Mudalige

. Mrs. Erin Dias

. Mrs. Manel Boteju

They served

the school with love
and dedication for

more than
twenty five years.

The school owes them a deep deht
of gratitude for what the school is
today is due to their unstinted
generous services. /

Mrs. Janet Poulier

Miss. Gladys Poulier

Miss. Lou Bartholemeusz
Mrs. Charlotte Silva

Mrs. Noelle Jayamaha

Mrs. W.B.M. Wickramasinghe
Mrs. Trinette Perera

Mrs. Eileen Gunaratne

Miss. Rani Joseph




The Centenary Exhibition

Revd. Fr. Ivan Perera National Director Catholic Mr. Jayantha Nanayakkara - Director
Education (Chief Guest) at the stall depicting the Education Department - Viewing some
history of the school - The school uniforms and of the exhibits.

ties over the years at left.

-

Mrs. N. T. Indrani Instructress primary education with primary school teachers &
the children’s work.

Students listening to the explanations at A slide show on Aids in Progfess.
the stall set up by the Air - Force
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The Centenary stamp

and first day cover will be issued
on 15th March 2001 to mark the closure
of the centenary celebrations.

This school magazine will also be
presented on the same occasion

Chief Guests : ‘
Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva M.P.
Minister of Post and Telecommunication

~ Revd. Sr. Mary Anita Fernando,

The Provmcxal

Moments to remembera the Centenary celebrations
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The Minister of Posts and Telecommunications, Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva, Sr. Anita Fernando, Provmcxal
_Superior, Sisters of the Good Shepherd, Mr. W.M. Piyasena, Post Master General accomtgamed by the Principal

Sr. M. Gertrude being led by the school band to the hall on their arrival for
Centenary Stamp and the School Magazine.

e issue of the

The First day cover bemg franked by the Post
Master General Mr. W.M. Piyasena accompanied
by the officials of the Philatellic Bureau.
&>
The Hon. Nimal Sin'pala de Silva Minister of Posts
and Telecom- munications presenting the First
Day Cover to the Principal of the school Revd. Sr.
Gertrude. (On the right is Vice Principal Mrs.
Audrey de S. Wijeyeratne)
6>
o
The Captain of the School Jenita Silva receiving ' \
a First Day Cover from the Chief Guest Hon. Nimal |
Siripala de Silva

5 ‘he A [arewetl :
to Mrs. P. Kularatnem and
Mrs. Latha Ranatunga,
two devoted teachers who left us
during the year having served the
school for over 18 and ;

25 years respectively.




(L/R) Mrs. Shiraza Rizvi, Mr. M.D.M. Rizvi, Mr. Deega

Somapala, Mrs. Nilanthi Goonaratne, Mrs. Rose Mudalige, -
Vice Principal Mrs. Audrey de S. Wijeyeratne with His Grace

the Archbishop Revd. Dr. Nicholas Marcus Fernando being

presented with a copy of the Centenary Magazine by the

Principal Sr. M. Gertrude.

His Grace the Archbishop perusing the school magazine. E>

Premier Colors Nite and Gamés Awards Cer

emony

The Chief Guest Hon. L n K

Mrs. Mela Karunanayake, M perior Christina Fernando,
Former Principal Sr. Lynette Perera, Deshabandu Miss. Thilaka Jinadasa being led to the Bishop’s College
Auditorium on their arrival for the school Premier Colors Nite and Games Awards Ceremony.

T




The Minister of Sports and Tourism Hon. Lakshman Kiriella pinning the

_ School Colors on the "Sportswoman of the Year" - Anne Gunasekera.
B [ Games Mistress Mrs. Janaki Samarathunga, Asst Miss Deepa Dissanayake
and the Principal Sr. M. Gertrude

Unfurl the banner Red and Gold,
Set it aloft for all to see,
Red for the toil tears, trials untold,
Gold for the crown of victory.

True to our Motto we'll ever be, , |
For glory we shall solely seek,

. _ By noble deeds done cheerfully,
Bl Sheceen Kumaratunge (Bresident. Netball Federation) presenting medals With hearts magnanimous and meek.

and certificates to the members of the Lisieux House netball team.

Martyr bless, the Crown and Palm,
Thro'fiery torment thou didst win,
; , Preserve thy children from every harm,
i s | 3 : Safe from the scorching flames of sin.

.

Pure Heart of Mary, 'neath thy care,
Keep us forever pure like thee,
Sweet Heart of Jesus, hear our prayer,
May Thy Heart be our sanctuary.

louzanne Perera being awarded a medal by Mr. Prem Pinnawala (I.A.AF.
Secretary) assisted by Mrs. Kumari Morris (S.D.A. Asst. Secretary)

School of our girlhood years to thee,
We Pledge our love and loyalty,

O Red and Gold, thro ‘triumph thro’ strife,
Blazen our trail to endless life. ]

Unfurl the banner Red and Gold,
Set it aloft for all to See,
Red for the toil, tears, trails untold,
Gold for the Crown of Victory.




understand the heart of man, only You can enhghten his mind and direct his course.
Only You can give stablhty in a changing world for it is You who gives us roots
for strength and for life.

Dear Lord, we are joyful and carefree sheep. The sheep don’t worry. How much
time is left ? Where shall we go tomorrow ? Will the rains be enough to provide
pasture for next year ? The sheep are not anxious because there is someone who
cares for them. They live from day to day from hour to hour. And that is happiness.

We 2s a school family experienced Your providence and love. Throughout our
Centenary Celebrations You came to us. You walked by our side. You held our hand.

The miracle of closeness, the thrill of friendship, the consecration of
unity for You are our shepherd there is nothing we shall want.

We stand before You and say 'Thank you’ for all the marvels
You have done for us. Amen.
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GRADE - 1A

Class Teacher : Mrs. Sajeevanie Fernando

1st Row L to R :- Jenifer Rozairo, Thilini Piyumanthi, Emalshi de Silva, Nawodi Peries,

Nadini Wijesundara, Joanna Vincent, Gillian Nugara, Nayomi Perera,
Rochelle Madiwela, Ravishki Pieris, Deborah Carol,

2nd Row L to R :- Veronic Leeson, Arunodiani Canchana, Farah Shainy, Akila de Silva,

Lakshani Rupasinghe, Shenella de Silva, Judy John, Rochelle Pereira,
Hasha Saleem, Asiri Geethika, Hashini Weeraman, Felicia Clogsboun, Sithy Aaisha,
3rd Row L to R :- Sachini Jayathilaka, Rose Fernando, Sonali Akurugoda, Kendra Paternott,

Ruwaniji Mendis, Tharushi Hettiarachchi, Mekela Perera, Aishwarya Ravi, Shamini Sebaslgian

GRADE - 1B
Class Teacher : Mrs. Sriyani Fernando
1st Sachethana Cooray, Thehani Perera, Sabah Marzook, Watsala, Perera,
R.A.D. Keshika, Uthpala Martinus, Shiranthi Perera, Deeshani Wijesundera.
2nd Anne Shereen, Stephanie Corea, Nina Nugara, Natasha Perera, Devanthi Nelson,
Amanda Abeygunawardena, Mariam Saleem, Harshini Gurusinghe, Bashini Wettasinghe
3rd Dilini Heenpella, Nilusha Gunawardena, Nicole Valliere Nimeshi Fernando,
Melissa Pereira Judith Kishani Perera, Ayanthi Dissanayake
4th Azeema Marzook, Sabithini Peiris, Fallon Pereira, Ovini Nanayakkara, -
Tiyana Gopalan, Varangi Dias Dilki de Silva Nishelle de Silva, Omali de Mel




GRADE - 1C
Class Teacher: Miss. Nimali Fernando
1st Raw : Keshiya Noyhr, Tihara Dalpathado, Pramoda Madushani, Pumuditha Samararatne,
Shalika Naullage, Theruni Perera, Nadana Hennayake, Shehani Weerapura,
Udeshika Dias, Andrea Todd, Shamini Palawadram
2nd Raw : Shereen Fernando, Kanishka Telisinghe, Manthi Fernando, Meifen Chang, Roshani
Godakumbura, Dinushi Fernando, Dilmie Kaumugiika, Mareeza Laffir, Amanda Grero,
Angala Karunaratne, Rochelle Peiris, Michelle Perera
3rd Raw: Anushki Perera, Bavani Jayatunga, Sanduni Darshanika, Sanduni Nilukshika, Sadani
Aranka, Dulanka Mendis, Arishma Ali, Sachini Withanage, Kalpani Silva,
Chalani Gunawardena, Rebecca Perera.

GRADE - 2A
. Class Teacher: Miss. Damayanthe Fernando
1st Raw L to R : Rose Peiris, Hasitha Lakshani, Shehara Senevirathna, Sharalize Broheir,
Manushi Nugera, fathima Zafna, Malsha Siyaguna, Dilhara Fernando,
; Tharika Fonseka, Bhagya Bandara.
2nd Row L to R : Aeshani Evenjala, Shanen Henderlin, Jacqulin Gunawijaya, Maheshe
Wijesinghe, Cherill Barber, Ruklanthi Perera, Fathima Aamina, Hiruni Bolonna,
Nizrah Nazeer, Lydia Anushka, Shehani Narammala
3rd Row L to R :- Chamodi Wijethunga Supunmi De Alwis, Rehana De Silva, Ruwanthi
Basnayake, Kasowada Kottahachichi, Yeronica Paul, Aroshi Femando,
Natasha Devananda, Sashine Perera, Imalie Perera.




Gradz 2B
Class Teacher : Mrs. Heather Fonseka
1st Row L to R - Amra Razick, Christeen Francis Madushani Fonseka,
Susimi Perera Hiruni Weligoda, Shihana Jayakody, Elizabeth Bennet,
Michelle Fornando, Dianne Ferdinands.
2nd Row L to R - Dilumi Wijesinghe, Dilhara Subasinghe, Thilini Mendis, Ashika Mendis,
Sumali Fernando, Saarah Safwani, Avishka Jayasinghe, Chrishani Madurawela, lima Yoosuf
3rd Row L to R - Hasanthi Chaturika Dulani de Silva, Ishara Perera, Rushini Perera, Minali
Jayasekera, Claudia Nicholas, Madushi Salgado, Anushkie Fernando, Dinali Hettiarachchi.
4th Row - Rosemary carter, Hajarah Russeldeen, Sashini Fernando,
Tasha Vanhoff, Nadeeka Siriwardena, Meliza Hindle.

GRADE - 2C
Class Teacher : Chamila Lasanthi Fernando
L to R 1st Row : Purni Malsha Gunawardana, K.M.V. Tharaka Malshani Silva,
Joanna Therese Coggins Pushpika Marina Perera, R. Sashini C. Ferdinando,
Nikita Tehani Lihinikaduwa, Thangamalar.
L to R 2nd Row : Janodhya Hemanthi Wimalasiri, Renaly Evon S. Morais, Monica Namini Perera, 3
Amani M. Meegoda, Roshinie Erandi Amaranayake, Aysha Siddika Mohinudeen, W. Dinali Fonseka Gunasekara,
Thushangi Dilshini Atapattu, W.M. Anne Shenali Perera, Shadusi Radeka Rathnasinghe 3
L to R 3rd Row : Chryshani Attanayake, Aushi Chamindri Fernando, S. Jessica Nadeeshani Silva,
E. Stella M. Nathalie Perera, Janine Rianne Wilson, Shehani A. B. Vanburen, Fathima Azraa,
N. Maneesha Dulansi Senanayake, Fathima Sabeeha Muneenideen, Sachini S. Weerasinghe, Dayanjali Peiris
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GRADE -3 A
Class Teacher : Miss. Enoka Peiris
1st Row - L to R - Shehani Thilakarathne, Sajani Dias, Tharuka S. Kumar, Chandrista,
G. Jayawickrama, Sandare Chamali Perera, Shalani S. Rathnesinghe,
Nirosha S. Galahitiyawa, Andreena R.T. Murcott,
Denuka M. Weerasinghe, Rashinsha, P. Fernando.
2nd Row : Nathalie, Gayathri Eugina, S.A.D. Sachini, N. Suraweera,
K.A. Don. Sajani Seuwandi, D. Viroshini, M. Fernando, R.A.D. Neyon Rupasinghe, .
Peshala W. Munasinghe, T. Oshani Geethika Suwaris, Jayashani Silva.
3rd Row : Harshini Nirmala Fernando, Yasara De Silva, T. Nilukshini, Reshika Fernando,
Mariedaire, P. Ranasinghe, Mariah, Mewandha G. Jayaratne,

Poornima J. Fernando, Melisha Dinnarie de

-
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Year 3 B - Teacher Mrs. Nilanthi Gooneratne
1st Row - Tamara Jayawardena, Anjaline Perera, Daisy Dissanayake,
Lakshika Fernando, Sonali Ekanayake,

Oshadi Paliskara, Dimanthi Bulner, Melissa Rajaratnam, Sasi Silva, Sureka Bolonne,
2nd Row - Kishani Jayasekara, Kushell Dalpadado, Malsha Nishadini,
Harendrika Perera, Dinushi Narmada, Dishani Moraes, Rangika Dilrukshi,
Samali Goonetilaka, Roshen De Silva, Shenali De Silva, Devmini de Silva,
3rd Row - Sherim Peiris, Stephanie Nugar, Thushaika Munasinghe,
Sumaya Hakeel, Vindya Ranasinghe, Nirosha Silva, Vidyani Sashikala,

P.A. Nishane, W.A.M. Mishela, Shakila Ranasinghe, A.S. Sheroni




GRADE-3C
. Teacher : Mrs. Sudharshini Peiris
1st Row - Malathi Amit, Saumya Perera, Chamodi Silva, Sahara Perera, Onali De Alwis,
Rashika Fernando, Shanelle Selvendra, Cassandra Serpanchy,
2nd Row - Thilini Uthpala Jayaratne, Wasana Weerasekara, Sherrini Rodrigo,
Nilashi Fernando, Luxmi Paramarajah, Stephani Jayawardana, Ruvini Fernando,
Thilini Suwaris, Madushani Menike, Rosandra Martinez,
3rd Row - Kaushaliya Jayasinghe, Anjalie Mathews, Rochelle Fernando,
Syliva Anthany, Sabina Perera, Kendra Leitch, Nishika De Silva, Shehana Jayatunga,
Shenuka Dinushi, Nishani Amalka. Thilini Jayaratne, Jayani Palihena
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Year 4 A
1st Row L to R :Nadeesha Fernando, M.D. Imanshani, M.M.N. Shinee Peiris, F. Pricilla Chan, -
M. Tania Fernando, Keshini Mendis, Ramona de Silva, Senpathi Jayawickrama,
2nd Row : - F. Farah Majeed, S.P. Shashikala chaturangi, Mishari Fernando,
L. Ronali Peiris, Andrea H. Rezel, Shaziya Wahid, Rebeca De Silva, Chathurangi Kumar,
Mashnil Perera, Menaka S. Akmeemana
3rd Row L to R : Shiromi C. Alexander, Natasha Wilathgamuwa,
M. Christina Fernandopulle, Chamalee Ranthunge, Anjalee Jayasighe,
B. Langika Wijayasinghe,
4th Row L to R :- Supun Athukorala, F. Ashra Kamar, Dinithi Dias, Angala Wijayawickrama,
Niomi Kaushalya, F. Farah Majeed, Ann H. Pavthrika, Menaka S. Akmeemana.




Grade-4B

Class Teacher : Mrs. Rosemary Senarath i |
1st Row - Aneka De Silva, Diluka Mendis, Premila Fernando, Surangi,
Deshanee Weerasinghe, Dulani Fernando, Malsha N. Herath, Ranesha Fonseka
2nd Row - Virgini Goonaratne, Malshaya Jayasinghe, Shehani Silva, Taleesha Fernando,
Melissa Mendis, Anne Christine Thamel, Nuwannie De Alwis, Shalintha Gabriel
3rd Row - Ruvini Perera, Harshani Fernando, Keshani Perera, Shannon Thomas,
Isuru Nathaliya Fernando, Sandaru Manawadu.
4th Row - Onella Van Sanden, Sandalie Hennayake, Dilshani Gregory,
Lakshana Weerasinghe.

GRADE-4C
Class Teacher : Mrs. Anoma Perera
L to R 1st Row : Sonali Sithamparapille, Madavi Silva, Aseliya Gunarathna,
Diendra Sansoni, Tilini Perera, Geethi Wijesundera, Nawodi zafra Lurat, Ashini Perera,
L to R 2nd Row : Dilshika Samarasekera, Gimhani Wimalasiri, Sauymi Kohomange,
Davina Spittel, Tanushika De Mel, Sachana Perera, Chaturi Dayaratna,
Kavisha Ramanayaka, Dulshini Jayatilaka, Cindy Wiggih,
L to R 3rd Row : Onella Arendze, Sharon Carron, Nimanthika Silva,
Joahna Jayasekera, Piumie Wijesinghe, Piyumi Perera, Romena Fernando,
Carmalina Nicholus, Anodi Malsirini, Ashwini Benedict,

_ Tracy De Silva, Shehamie De Soyza, Nirmani Wickrmaratne, P.A.D. Chanaki Presani




GRADE -5 A d
Class Teacher : Miss. Nilani Mallawarachchi 3
L to R 1st Row : Nabeela Nazeer, Nadeesha Rajawardena, Madushi Kanchanamala,
Malshinie, Perera, Shaade Cuttilan, Suimali Fonseka, Niroshani Rodrigo, Rugaiyah Ariff,
Neliya Perera, Amanda Wilathgamuwa,
2nd Row : Chathurangi Silva, Nimali Perera, Charini Jayaweera, Zaweeda Ousmand,
Rishani Bernadeth, Melani Abeyratne, Chathuri Savindi, Natasha Elias, Nimalka Harini,
Jacqueline Simms, Nelly Kuthalane, Binendhari Kandasagama.
3rd Row : Virginia Sulanthi Dias, Primeshika Fernando, Nishami Fonseka,
Niranjala Antony, Anita Rozzell, Fathima Shemala, Sanora Rodrigo, Shenon Dias,
Thilini Kaldera, Giesha Solomon Keshini Siriwardane, Nishadhi Manavee Fonseka,
Surani Kariyawasam, Nuzra Navavi, Shehani Rubera

GRADE 5B
Class Teacher Mrs. Chandralatha Weerasinghe
L to R - 1st Row (Seated) : Maheshi Perera, Krishni Gamage, Dilrukshi Weerasinghe,
Nooary Samarasinghe, Shehara Alahakoon, Keshini Thilakaratne,
Deidre Todd, Achini Cooray, Arosha, Sherinka Chandiram.
2nd Row : Stefani Fernando, Shezina Zarook, Thilini Fernando, Minali Ranasinghe,
Class Teacher Mrs. Chandra Weerasinghe, Aswina, Jeganadan, Neloshi Silva,
Romanie Supun Malsha, Suzanne.
3rd Row : Joanne Sellar, Whitney Fontain, Weruni Ayanthika, Sarah Saheel,
Kaven Perera, Ayeska Nanayakkara, Sarasi Watsala, Eroshika Tennakoon, Nilukshi,
Amaradivakare, Melani Pereira, Inoma de Silva, Abhirramy Paramaraja,
4th Row : Sherine Mullegama, Rumali Fonseka, Oshel Karunaratne,

Oshani Pathiratne, Belinda Poulier, Jessika Pereira.
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GRADE - 6A
] Class Teacher - Ms. Shyama Roshini Fernando :
Roas 1st Row L to R : Sonali Dilshika, Rehani Fernando, Evonka, De Mellow, (Class teacher), =
o Nilu Pevera, Lakshani Mendis, Dimali Hettiarachchi S
2nd Row Chanuki Jinadasa, Sahani Wasana, Puwasala Gamakumara,
Silmiya Naffeel, Louzjanne Plunkette, Dilani Jayamaha, Judy Perera, Noor Rahuma
3rd Row Shashini Palihakkara, Ridma Rajapakse, Tennily David,
Kushlani De almeida, Himashi Hansika, Sajitha Jayasinghe.
4th Row : J. Lakchani Morapitiya, Susan Vancuylanburg, Fallow Berenger,
Dilini Silva, Dilush Cooray
Absent Students - Christeen Perera, Sankapali Fernando,
~ Prabodhini Fernando, Sharmini Wijetunga.

GRADE -6 B
Class Teacher - Mrs. L. V. Rajakarunaratne
L to R : 1st Row : Uthpadie Peiris, Lihini Ekanayake Wijesinghe, Nishadi Wickrema,
Tania Boteju, Fallon Crusz, Dilrukshi Tania Jayasinghe, Indunil, Perera,
Sudarshika Priyarangani Bolonne.
2nd Row - Christine Shanila Perera, Vinavi Fernando, Madushani Alles, Mahesha Sachini,

Sumduni Silva, Denise Ranasinghe, Nizreen Mausoom, Ishara Prematilleke,

3rd Row - Thilini Hishani Fernando, Anne Sumanasekera, F. Nuzrath Ameer,

T. Sammani Peiris, Iresha Madushani Gamage, Dilini Nirasha Gunawardena,
Nimalanie Withanage, Angela Perera, Sherine lleperuma, Anne Soysa,

N

Benazir Zabra Hassar




GRADE -6 C
Class Teacher - Udeshika Kumarasinghe
1st Raw: Upeka H. Kariyawasam, Liyana Neomali, Shaminka R. De Silva,
Anuththara S. Jayawickrama, M.L. Maneesha Cooray, D.M.C. Delshani Suraweera,
H.D.D. Marie G. Danapala, Chaturi Sarangi De Simon.
2nd Raw : Nimesha L. Patabadi, Tania Thangaraj, Sunimali, Perera, Chrisanee Fernando,
G. Shamina Fernando, H.H. Rehana P. Jayathunga, Chamathka Kariyawasam,
Rosheliya A.J. Jayasinghe, Lakshani N. amarathunga, Roshel Bopearachchi.
3rd Raw : Lakshi Kaluwitharana, Natasha C. Wijesinghe, Michelle Piva, Janice B. Lawrence,
Roshel Bopearachchi, Yasoda P. Rathnayaka, Thilani Gamage,
Thilini Silva, Lovena Adams, Nadeesha D. Telesinghe.

GRADE - 7A
Class Teacher - Shirani Amarajeewa
1st Row L to R : Chamila Ranchigoda, Niomi Aponso, Madusha Wijesundra, Sathya
Makalanda, Devumi Samaranayake, Rochelle Perera, Dianne Rajarathnam, Jessica Norton.
2nd Row: Shehara Ranasinghe, Tina Mendis, Chani Perera, Dulangi Piumali,

Hazel Pereira, Sonali Fernando, Amani Perera, Rejina Mihindukulasuriya, Janice Benjamin.
3rd Row : Andriya Bartholameusz, Anjalika Fernando, Nikita Coggins, |

Yasara Katuwardeniya, Vindya Fernando, Afra Mackie, Hasha Jainulabdeen, Sonali Vanburan.
Absernt : Jayani Dias, Wandana Kohomange, Ishara Gamage




Class Teacher - Miss. Gayatrie Fernando
1st Row - Seated L to R : Kushani Meegama, Ishara Fernando, Sonali Abeywardana,
Supuni Silva, Dishani Fernando, Prasadi Amarathunga, Thejani llangage,
Marietta De Fontaine, Andrea Cramer, Crihashni Pieris
2nd Row - Rukshana Refai, Shashika Dias, Rebecca Fernando, Kaushi Wijesinghe,
Dilani Perera, Dishani De Alwis, Gayanthika Gimhani, Natasha Gnanapragasam,
Ishani Muthurajah, Rasanjali Peiris.
3rd Row - Tamara Fernando, Udeni Munasinghe, Anushka Perera,
Nilushika Fernando, Natasha Matthew, Maureen Paul, Dinushi Perera,
Srittika Amarathunga, Tania Fernando

GRADE 7C
Class Teacher - Sister Madeleine
1st Row: Maryanne Fernando, Mashika Mendis, Hansika Sewvandhi,
Hashini Cabraal, Tharaka Jayawardena, Shashika Gothami,
P.A.D. Dilini Randika, Dilani Katugampala

2nd Row: Anushka Roshani Fernando, Umanga Udawatta, Sonali llapperuma, Rozel Faux,

Dilsha Fernando, Michelle Jude Benedict, Poorna Perera, Yohani Perera, Anoshika Fonseka |
3rd Row: Amanda Martinesz, Sanuri Semini, Lucia Silva, Kumashini Mendis, Amanda Jansen, |
Lakmini Perera, Madumalie Aththanayake, Angela Mullegama 4
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GRADE -8 A
Class Teacher - Sr. Priyangika
Seated 1st Row L to R - Thakshila Jayasinghe, Evanka De Silva, Niroshini De Silva,
: Chanali Abesinghe, Sharmila Fernando, Sheyera Gunaratne,
Shelomi De Silva, Roshini Palihakkara,
2nd Row - Shivanthika Jayalath, Tania Jesudasan, Andrea David, Celeste Ranasinghe,
Kioshi Lorensuhewa, Laura Fernando, Fiona Anthony, Marielyse Martin,
Shani Ridrigo, Ruth Tania Anthony
3rd Row - Sulakshi Cooray. Chandani Perera, Christine Fernando, Nirodhi Fernando,
Ayesha Fernando, Cimeshika Perera, Akila Sandaseka, Shalon Marikkar.

Year 8 B

1st Row L to R - Andrianna De Silva, Raiyeesa Subain, Medha Rajakaruna,
Cassandra Sansoni, Miss. Chamindre Hewawasam (Class Teacher),
Shamalie De Soyza, Dilukshi Ho, Udeshi Solomons, Deneisha Kenny.
2nd Row L - R - Palinee Priyanthika, Rozette Fernando, Sonali Pompeus,
Maneesha Fernando, Salaama Shuaib, Fathima Asmaa,
Shazara Huzair, Sugeshini Fernando.
3rd Row L - to R - Shalini Sebastian, Senpathi Jayawickrama, Chaya Jayasena,
Maneesha De Silva, Thanya Perera, Sachini Welgama, Shashika Paulis,
Sakura Ranasinghe. Absent - Dilani Dharmasiri, Chrishanthima Fernando.




GRADE-8C

Class Teacher : Mrs. Jacintha Wickramasinghe,
1st Row : L to R - Christina Thielle, Vindya Cooray, Roshini Motha, Deanne Fernandopulle,
Michelle Fernando, Diluka Silva, Aroshini Silva, Niroshani Silva,
Amali Udayangani Gayana Johuson.
2nd Row - Sakeena Mueenidden, Achini Subasinghe, P.G. Kanchana, Sandrine Wilson,
Melissa Kranse, Oshnika Jayamanne, Hashani Perera, Thilini Fernando.
3rd Row - Rashni De Silva, Shalindri Fernando, Snrathni Fernando, Theshani Withanage,
Snnara Jayamanne, Saffiyah Badurdeen, Lashinika Alwis,
Dalanjali Peiris, Wakeelah Faiz.

Year 9 A

Class Teacher : Miss. Devmini Fernando

1st Row L to R - Mellissa Fernando, Aneeza de mel, Shenya Thilakeratne, Shehara Mendis,

Natalie Vilatgamuwa, Dinalee Perera, Nirmala Dilrukshi, Eroshini Fernando,

Sumaiya Rizvie, Hermain Fernando

2nd Row - Damithri Jayawardena, Chathurika, Soysa, Nadishanee Perera,

Anusha Samarasinghe, Oshadi Morris, Eranthie Lawrence, Nilakshika Mudukody, Himashini
Nanayakkara, Nilmini Mendis, Shehani Mendis, Dilini Fernando, Fallon Reckerman.
3rd Row - Shallini llleperuma, Shakuli Silva, Nadika Fernando, Nieomi Kem, Rukshani
Manawadu, Aloka Abeysinghe, Michelle Baldsing, Kaushalya Wickremasinghe,
Naadra Jazeel) Dilhara Cooray }
4th Row - Mihirini Edirisinghe, Erandi Fernando, Pavithra Silva,
Chithrika Fernando, Buddhi Rathnadasam. j




GRADE-9B
Class Teacher : D. Asiri Prasadini Withanage
1st Row L to R - Fathima Insha Fahim, Thiruni Dhanupama Subasinghe, Fathima, Shaza

Faique, Julianne de la Motte, Mindini Marie Mathews, Petula Ozella De Silva, Fathima Mufeena |
Ameen, K.A.D. Sharon H. Nanayakkara, Rumalie Sumudhi Fernando, D. Dilrukshi Ekanayake. |

2nd Row - K.A.D.S. Rosemary Nanayakkara, R.A.D. Dimuthu Nisansala,
A.G. Dilupa Shamali Manike, Bernadine Leonie, Ranasinghe, Fathima Ferha Akbar,
Melani Mack, Shanelle Razan Wignarajah, Madumalie Pavithri Gunarathne,
Sayuri Serasinghe, M. Nadeesha Perera, Chaturi Kalpana Jayawardena,
Fathima Sumaiya Nafeel, Sumudu Lakmalie Mudalige.
3rd Row - Erandika Thanuja Perera, Nirukshi Madushani Rodrigo, Michelle,
Ayusha Therese Thiele, M. Nishani Samarasinghe, W.D. Kanchana Lakmalie,
Akila Roshini Anthony, Deshani Abeysinghe, Dilini Fernando, Natalie Ann Hindle,
K. Madusha Fernando, Mihiri Chathurangi Pinto,
G.D. Viyangi Dilshara. Laurdes Dilusha Shamali Silva
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GRADE-9C
Mrs. Padmini De Silva, Class Teacher
L to R 1st Row :- Rumanthika Perera, Mayuri Rukmali Silva, Azra Wahid, Dilini Thisera,
Achini Runweera, Sharone Perera, Anne Weerasooriya, Harshani Fonseka
2nd Row :- Shashika Bandara, Dewshi Dias, Dulani Silva, Lankani Mathararachchi,
Shalini Weeraman, Niomi Fernando, Chathurika Mathiwithana,
Vanessa Manuel, Shamane Amarasinghe, Shanalene Silva.
3rd Row :- Amara Zareez, Rochelle Barber, Sanduni Kulathunga, Krishni Panditharatne,
Anushka Perera, Harshini Dias - Amarawardena,
Tania Ondachchi, Remona Sathkunasigamini
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GRADE-10A

Class Teacher : Miss. Iresha Fernando
L to R 1st Row - Sumali Priyadarshinie Pigera, Shiranthi Randika, Roshini Dabare,
\ Dharshika Fernando, Nilusha Thudugala, Chathurika Hettiarachchi, Indunil Menaka Peiris,
| Jacqueline S. Baldsing, Annmarie Eresha Alahakoon, Natasha Vittachi
2nd Row - Surangi Chathurani, Madusha Fernando, Fathima Insaaf Zahir, Udeshi Basilika,
Tania Perera, Azha Mackie, Ishra Nazeer, Chang Mei - Fong, Natasha Solomonsz,
Melanie Anna Bennuett, Sabrina De Silva,
3rd Row - Yoshini De Cruze, Fathima Shiraza, Kalhari Bandara, Maria Jacintha Holmes,
Shamila Thilakaratne, Dilshini Candappa, Nimmeka Perera, Eurashi,
Wijesuriya, Geethika Fernando, Jennita Silva, Dinesia Dhanapala,
} Minoli Fernando, Eshanthi Ratnayake, Ramiza Banu

‘ GRADE -10B
\ £ ‘ : Class Teacher - Mrs. Dilani Subasinghe ; ‘
1 L to R 1st Row - Varuni Fernando, Dilrukshi De Silva, Sonali Perera, Vienna De Silva, 1
* Harshini Palikkara, Shalini Halpe, Ruwani Samaranayake, Dhanushika Alwis,
2nd Row - Thilangani Pasquel, Kameera Husnul, Nafla Marikkar, Amani Azeez,
Sarah Angaz, Zenath Faruj, Sadhani Jayamanne, Nimashi Warnasuriya,
Chintha Hewage, Natasha Ahangama,
3rd Row - Chranthi Kulawansa, Chrishani Peiris, Lakshani Fernando,
Madushani Kariyawasam, Taryna Dharmaratne, Thamali Rajapakse,
4th Row - Nadinka Perera, Dinuka Gunasekara, Dilini De Silva, Ramona Labroy, 1
Dilani Jaysinghe, Hishani Arasaratnam, Dilini Perera, 5 1
Absent - Chamendi Weerapura, Shanitha Jayakody, ;
Lasanthi Harrison, Minelle Meybrink




GRADE - 11 A .
Class Teacher : Mrs. Marietta de Silva
Seated L to R - Dilini Ratnayake, Gimhani Wanigaratne, Ruwanthi Perera, Gimara
Goonawardena, Jayashani Ankuburegedara, Nirushika de Silva, Christeen de Silva,
Anne Perera, Shavini Perera, Muffarriha Mashood. : |
1st Row- Angela Rajkumar, Louzanne Perera, Jayani Dissanayake, Nihla Amir,
Tania, Fernando, Carlyn De Niese, Marian, Perera, Nilusha Perera,
Neomi Wijesinghe, Romanie Manger, Anuska Silva, Sudeshika Perera.
2nd Row - Rosemary Meemaduma, Rizana Sheriff, Tania Kelaart,
Ruzna Azmeer, Fazra Jainulabdeen, Firaza Zahir, Zahara Mazahim,
Mehani Silva, Thushani Aluthge, Jayahirami Jayawardena,
|faza Ameer, Shazeena Azhar, Shehara Silvaraja.

| GRADE - 11 B |
‘ Class Teacher - Mrs. Marie Dias
j 1st Row L to R : Heshani Fernando, Sandrine Femando, Dilomi De Silva,
— Raneesha Jayaweera, Vindya Wijesuriya, Conita Sansoni
2nd Row :- Natalie Raymond, Iresha Wicrama, Buddhika Ratnayeke,
Nilushi Peris, Sohara Subasinghe, Patricia Arandera, Mahesheka Gunasekara,
Hasna Aslam, Rukshani Wejethilaka, Delma Hewagamage.
3rd Row :- Poornie Karunaratne, Shehara Silva, Thilanka Kariyawasam,
Beverly - Ann Fernando, Danalie Silva, Priyani Athukorala.
4th Row :- Sweenie Fernando, Tirsha Misso, Ramana Jonzz, Shalanie Samarasinghe,
. Sonalie Silva, Dilini Perera, Shanika Jayasinghe, Dilka Perera




GRADE-11C
Class Teacher - Rev. Sr. Nilanthi
Seated L to R - Marwa Jaffry, Dilini Welgama, Salomeya Sebastian, Jacqueline David,
Chauntelle Serpanchy, Anitra De Silva, Ayanthi Gorokgahagoda, Irosha Fernando,
Melanie Kanagasundaram, Nirmalee Perera |
2nd Row - Dilushini Wijetunga, Nibras Ameer, Enoka Direkze, Taniya Fernando,
Rushana Hamza, Randima Ariyarajah, Minoli Perera, Piume Manikkuwadura,
Shamali Ratnayake, Shiwanthi Costa
3rd Row - Sherine Paul, Tarika Perera, Isuru Premakumara, Nilanthi Ekanayake,
‘Rajini Perera, Shehara Perera, Viraji Kariyawasam, Shamla Amir,
Sandu Mendis, Michelle Jarkie
| 4th Row - Nimesha Silva, Shaheema, Azeer,
Kanisha Handapangoda, Sofiya Noufel, Hiroshini De Silva

GRADE - 12
Class Teacher - Miss. Stella Peiris
Carinne Janze, Milonee Jacob, Charani Ranasinghe, Prasani Fernando, Nilakshi Wijetilake,
Suvanne Vansanden, Ruwesha Samarawickrema, Khaushali Lorensuhewa,
Nilusha Silva, Niluka Prethiraja, Kristina Nuugara, Anjana, Muzammil.




GRADE 12 Commerce Class

Class Teacher : Mrs. Rose Mudalige
L to R1st Row - Chamini Vithanage, Nadeeshika Fernando, Rasika Ranaweera, Nadeesa
Wettasinghe, Ishani Silva, Maduka Munasinghe, Suzan Balkhaysen, Chamila Peduruarachchi,
Menaka Wijenayake, Nilushika Rajapaksa
2nd Row - Revonne Musafer, Sonali Mack, Sharmain Andradi, Nilusha Senadeera,
Nilmini Fernando, Ann Gunasekera, Nilupa Weerasinghe, Danushka Fernando.
Thiiani Cooray, Udeshika Fernando
3rd Row - Iroshi Peiris, Shanika Amarandran, Niroshi Peiris, Diana Anthony, Thameera Niroshini,
Shayani Kulatunga, Dilsha Silva, Prarthana Nadeeshanie, Shashika Fernando, Anuja Cooray.
4th Row - Shlhara Fernando Lakmi Femando Sabreena Farul, r'urnlka Fernando

GRADE - 13 Commerce

Class Teachers - Miss. Lasanthi Fernando, Miss. Stella Peiris
Seated L to R - Annalyn Roper Tyler, Dilini Kannangara, Vasana Fernando, Nipuni Fernando,
Udani Rupasinghe, Roshini Amarasinghe, Thakshila Fernando, Rizla Anver.
First Row - Prasadini Fernando, Harshani Hettiarachchi, Nazshani Hettiaarachchi,
Nazreen Marikkar, Fiona Crusz, Sachini Amarasinghe, Eranga Perera, Prasadani
Saparamadu, Nelani Fernando, Desiree Suares, Dharshitha Perera

2nd Row - Mahesha Thilakasiri, Dianna Kelly, Cherryl Pereira, Shereen De Silva, |
Nadeeshani Panditharatne, Chamila Savarimuththu, Jayani Jayawardena, Ishani Samaranayake, .
3rd Row - Kaushalya Perera, Kanchana Rajasinghe, Nirmalee Perera, Anne Fernando. 3
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Year - 13 ,
Class Teachers - Mrs. Nilani Suraweera, Mrs. Audrey De S. Wijeyeratne
L to R 1st Row - Nadika Ranasinghe, Tanuja Chetandas, Harshani Ranatunga, Thilini Dias,
Faraza Faizal, , Neloufa jaleel, Nadeeshani Weragoda, Shani Randika,
Neranjana Peiris, Ishari Byrde.
2nd Row - Deshika Perera, Lakmini Fernando, Nimani Andradi, Priyadarshini Jayaram,
Chathuri De Silva, Anushka De Silva, Shehari Peiris, Danushka Fernando,
Roshini Samarawickrema, Romain De Silva, Kanchana Fernando,
\ Sunisha Abeywardena, Dianne Muller.
3rd Row - Shukra Fahumy, Peumini Peiris, Achini De Silva, Sarrina De Livera,
Dilshani Candappa, Harindrani Bellana, Sanoja Tudugalle, Natasha Jansen,
K.N. Nilanka Sugandini Ravihari Madapulli, Kithmini Boteju
4th Row : Chanchala Niroshini, Nilma Hewagamage, Gayani Hettiarachchi,
Sandamali Meniksagara
Absent - Daphne Fernando, Anne Almeida
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BMC

MARKET LEADER
FOR |

BUILDING MATERIALS

For AU your Fome weeds

B MZC
Home Shop

NUGEGODA & KIRIBATHGODA
Building Materials Corporation Ltd.

No. 541, Sri Sangaraja Mawatha, Colombo 12.
Tel: 326701/2, 324912,
Fax: 445614,
E-mail: bmcltd @sltnet.lk
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- TO THEE MY SCHOOL...

For six hours a day - five days a week

Yours walls have protected me

The chalk gliding across the black boards

And lessons that I've learned

Have nourished me.

I went through it all

From the first day when I left my mother’s care

To this day when I treat you as a mother with care
I've loved you

I've loved you for being the centre of my education
I've loved you for all that you’ve given me

But most of all I've loved you for loving me

So thinking about the school you’ve turned into a home

And the family love we’ve shared

Thinking about that warm secure feeling of knowing that you’re always there
Thinking about the love that we've shared in your presence from year to year
I'll show my undying gratitude to thee my school
By wishing you a happy Centenary Year !

Louzanne Perera - Year 11 A

FOR THOSE ELEVEN YEARS...

For eleven years you’ve helped me,
To grow, to mature and achieve,
For eleven years you’ve protected me,

Your strong walls letting no harm come to me,

For eleven years your wonderful staff has enriched me,
With knowledge beyond compare.

For eleven years you’ve governed me,

With strength, discipline and care,

For eleven years you’ve created many opportunities for me,
Opportunities that would some day prove useful to me.
For eleven years I have grown within thee,

With love, Security and Loyalty.

For eleven years I have grown to be,

A loving daughter of your family.

A daughter who will forever be,

Grateful for those eleven years that you've given me

Gimara Gunawardena
Year 11 A
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RESPECT
YOUR ELDERS

All children should keep this in mind,
to respect your elders and to be kind.
Speak always the truth and never tell lies,
then you will prosper, the whole of your life.
Teachers may scold you and also may cane you,
the scolding you get is not in vain.

The lesson they teach, and the knowledge you gain,
will never be destroyed, but will ever remain.
Move with your friends, with good company.

avoid bad friends if there are any.

Love your neighbours and live in harmony,
then you can win the hearts of many.
Take care of your things and never misplace,
if you misplace, only the time you will waste.
The time you waste will never be replaced,
therefore preserve much time,
less problems will you face.

Listen to your parents, to what they say,
then they will love you and never betray.
To God we must always pray,
and that’s the way to be happy and gay.

Shiranthi Wanigasekera (nee Egodapitiya)
Past Pupil of SLS /| Member of PPA

PARENT TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION

A Parent - Teachers’ Association was a new educational concept at the time we
commenced this association in the 1970’s. This concept caught on very rapidly and most
educational institutions also formed their Parent - Teachers’ Associations and functioned very
well.

Our Principal at the time, Sister Carmeline, gave us her unstinted co-operation and advice at all
tim®s, for which we were all very grateful and indebted to her for the success of our Parent -
Teachers’ Association. We were fortunate that the Teachers and Parents also
co-operated very cordially and thereby enabled the Association to function well and
successfully.

We also came to appreciate that ‘give and take’ was very essential and vital for any

institution to function and thrive. It is not necessary to have grandiose ideas for exchange but
small and practical items also create the feeling of co-operation, sharing and a friendly feeling
amongst all the members.

With best wishes for continued success.

Pons Nadarajab
Founder Secretary of the Parent - Teacher Association
St. Lawrence’s School
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THE NEED FOR PEACE ON A TROUBLED ISLAND

Once I saw a young girl,

“God” I begged “grant us peace

Screaming through fear. To this beautiful land;

I looked around and I saw flames, Let it flourish again,

People fighting a sheer disgrace. With peace once had”.

I looked for peace, God then replied,

But war I found. “Child, I've heard the cries of your people;
Misery dwells in this land I thought. | ghain grant that longed for peace,

Then I woke - up, To your troubled island

And it was all a dream. If you love one another as I once

I prayed to God, showed you how”.
Our redeemer and King.

FIONA CRUSZ.

MY SCHOOL

The name of my school is St. Lawrence’s School. My school is situated in Wellawatte. It is a
Catholic private girls school.

It was built in 1900. Now my school is 100 years old. In my school there are classes from grade 1
to 13. Our principal is Rev. Sr. Mary Gertrude. In my school there are about 50 teachers and
about 1250 children.

In my school there is a science lab, library, a basket ball court, a small canteen and a Seylan
Bank. There is a Western and an Eastern band too.

In my school there are a few trees. Some of them are Mara, Kohomba, Coconut, Bread fruit etc.

In my school there are four houses. They are Lisieux, Lima, Lourdes and Loretto. The motto of
our school “Corde magno ad Gloriam”. The annual events in our school are the sports meet,
prize giving , English and Sinhala days and Commerce day.

Our school is one of the famous schools in Colombo. We love our school and we will be loyal to
our school.

Dimali Hettiarachchi.

Year 6 A
TO MY DEAR SCHOOL.
When I came to you, | That I will never forget.

So, my dear school,

You are my friend who helped me,
You are my mother who never left me,
I thank you for all the things,

You have given me.

Eor ever:! . Foreveriv Forevenis &

I thank you my dear school “ SLS”

Melani Mack - Year 9B

I was a little girl.

But you welcomed me truly

You gave me courage to study

But not only that,

You taught me how to be a

good example to others.

I learnt lots of extraordinary things,

ﬁ
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A TRIBUTE
TO MY ALMA MATER

Oh! my Alma Mater,

You are Hundred years young
today,

Having commenced from humble
beginnings,

You have risen to heights of fame.

I cherish fond memories of yester
year,

During my school career,

Which had spanned more than a
decade,

From year one to year thirteen.

Though comparatively small in
land area,

You have produced hundreds of
students with care,

Good morals, high standards and
discipline, «

You have instilled in us with
precision.

These principles hold us in good
stead,

In whatever we have presented,
The love and understanding
extended,

Will be remembered with gratitude
unlimited.

May God Bless you always,

And hold you in Sacred arms,

To mould more and more,
Useful citizens to Mother Lanka -
Encore !

Long live St. Lawrence’s School !

By - Ranmalee Jayasuriya.

YOU LOOK
S0 MAJESTIC

How majestic you look, the Flamboyant tree
As we enter the school so dear
It’s your out stretched arms of welcome

And brightly coloured smile we see.

You are a lovely sight

Home of birds feathered bright
Spreading leafy branches wide
Cooling shade from the noon sunlight.

Over the years you stood
With your trunk so brown and old
Your branches like an evergreen hood

Where we sat in all our moods.

Your leaves rustle in the sun
As we school girls softly whisper
Silent tree our secrets keep

Long after school we leave.

Cut not our tree even though old
We will cry against a step so bold
We love this tree more than gold

The tree our childhood memories enfold

" Anushka Roshini Fernando

Grade 7 C




THE MEMORY OF A LIFETIME

A century is a long time to journey through. Not often do we find anyone or anything for that matter
who lives through it. That’s why we say that our school was blessed with the honour of standing
through a hunderd years. Most of us usually thank God for mercies and blessings. We also enjoy
them to the fullest and that’s exactly what we’ve been doing since August 1999.

We began our centenary celebrations on the 30th of August last year, with a walk and day fair.
Students, teachers and parents paraded along the Galle Road proudly following the school flag and
proclaiming that our school had journeyed through a hundred years and is still on the path to
success. It was a day that all of us “Moulded together in red and gold” shouted out loud that we
were proud to be Lawrentians. The school premises were filled with trade stalls of all kinds and
people walking, talking and laughing dressed in their colourful attire while a live D.J. catered to the
youth in the school hall. It was a day of “fun” as the young would say and a day to be remembered
by all of us. ;

The next year we not only walked into a new millennium but also into a new era for our school.
After many months, weeks and days of toil and hard labour, the work on the new floor of classrooms
was finally concluded and we opened it on the 3rd of March 2000 in the midst of many invitees,
past and present students, teachers and other well-wishers. The prayer service and the opening of
the floor was conducted by the most Revd. Dr. Nicholas Marcus Fernando, the Archbishop of
Colombo, while many other religious, priests and nuns, also took part. The traditional boiling of
milk also took place on the new floor, while the Archbishop blessed each individual classroom. ,
These classes are now occupied by the students of years 10, 11 and 12. Here again the students
were treated to a live D.J. in the school grounds.

Towards the end of the same month the Drama Club together with the school choir joined forces to
produce a successful play under the direction of Indu Dharmasena, a well-k..own personality in the
field of theatre. The musical direction was by Soundarie David while the choreography was by
Shohan Chandiram. “The Golden Goose”, a well-known family classic which went on boards at the
Lionel Wendt Theatre on the 24th, 25th and 26th of March 2000 was proven to be successful and
the profits went towards the new building fund. Mrs. Manel Boteju, the dancing mistress, together
with the students of our school also produced a concert in aid of the building fund. The concert
was held at the Dehiwela Jayasinghe Hall and was enjoyed by both young and old.

Our school stood throughout a century, and it was essential that we students should be aware of
the history of the school we learn in, just as we’re aware of the history of the country and world we
live in. So it was time to test it. A centenary quiz was conducted on a house basis in different age
groups with ten questions each to answer. It was Loretto house that topped the rest and they were
awafded a challenge shield at the annual Prize Giving. It was during this time that the school decided
to help an under - privileged school in the area by creating a library for them. Many students donated
books towards this purpose. But it did not end there. The students of year 12 also organized a
project to open bank accounts for 10 poor children from the shanties. They collected funds for this
by conducting a car wash, a mini canteen and by passing tills around the other classes. The prefects \
also organized a fund raiser in aid of an under - privileged school situated outside of Colombo. '
These deeds were not only done with good hearts but also with kind thoughts for others who are
less fortunate than we are. ;

The moment that we were all waiting for was fast approaching. It was the moment
when we finally completed a hundred years. The moment when we were all proud to say that our
school had travelled through a hundred years. The moment of glory which we had all been preparing
for, such a long time. And we knew that, that moment will soon be over and it will be a sweet

L—




memory never to be forgotten. But we had to thank God for giving us that sweet memory, for
blessing us with such a wonderful school, for giving all of us the privilege of being there at this
finest moment. So on the 18th of September 2000 we had a vigil prayer service. A service of “honour,
praise and thanksgiving too”. Students, parents and teachers all took part in this prayerful service
which was conducted by Revd. Fr. Darrel Coonghe and his team. But that was not all. The Buddhist
students also gave thanks in their own special way. This they did at the Bellanwila Temple, on the
22nd of September 2000. It not only showed that even though form different religions we all stand
up together for what we believe but also as to how much love and gratitude we all have towards our
school.

The 30th of September 2000 was the final day of celebration. It was the peak hour. The final day of
our hundredth year celebrations. The preparations had finally concluded. The bright red and yellow
lights which lit up the buildings, trees and pathways for a few days spoke of our joy. The banner
hung high above the gate told every passer by that our school had stood from 1900 - 2000. And so
we celebrated. The chief guest once again was the most Revd. Dr. Nicholas Marcus Fernando,
Archbishop of Colombo, who also conducted the mass together with many other important members
of the clergy. The procession of 2 hundred lamps symbolizing a journey through hundred years was
the beginning of the days celebrations. After the mass there were other performances to keep the
visitors entertained. These were performances by both the Hewisi and Western Band, the school
choir and a dance display by a troupe of over 75 students. The sudden downpour may have dampened
the atmosphere but it definitely did not dampen the Lawrentian festive spirit. As soon as the D.J.
started his toe - tapping music, the students had no hesitation whatsoever in dancing in the rain. “A
once - in - a - lifetime chance” as they called it.

And so it was this chance that we all wanted to live to the fullest. This was the event that we all
worked hard to make a success of. And a success it was, due mainly to the unstinted effort of the
principal, staff, past and present students, parents and well - wishers of the school. It was this joint
effort that made our centenary celebrations a sweet memory never to be forgotten.

LOUZANNE PERERA.
Year 11 A
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THE IMPACT OF THE ETHNIC CONELICT

ON THE CHILDREN OF OUR COUNTRY.

The people of Sri Lanka, have stepped into the new millennium, taking along a
seventeen year old ethnic conflict. Sadly the children are the most affected by this
war. Children have a right to childhood. Fundamental to that right, is the right to live
a life free of violence. All children born in the conflict areas since 1983 do not know
the meaning of peace.

The refugee children, born in refugee camps, some even stepping into their teens, do
not know what it is to have the luxury of a home, even if it is only four walls and a zinc
sheet for a roof. Some children in the conflict areas are traumatised by witnessing the
violent deaths of their loved ones and have accepted this situation as a way of life.
These children have no way of going to school and some of them are caught in cross
fires. What about their education? The UN Charter for children states that education is
a basic right of every child. But these children have been deprived of an education.

Many hundreds of children will have to live their lives permanently disabled, their
once sturdy limbs shattered by land mines. Photographs of these unfortunate children
are seen in newspapers. Their sad faces and eyes seem to ask us - “Why have we to go
through life like this? This is not our war”.

The other category of children are the ones who are forcibly conscripted to fight an
adult war. Taken away from their family and their books on which they may have had
many dreams for their future. Taken and put to die or be maimed, on battle fields.
This situation cannot be arrested even by visits from UN representatives.

Children of soldiers who have lost their lives, are deprived of a father’s love. Others
live in tears of seeing their fathers missing in action. This is the result of the on going
war on many of the children of our country, even though some of us may not even
realise it.

It is the wish of all Sri Lankans that we see the light in this dark tunnel of war, that has
caused so much misery. It is only when the war drums are silenced, that the children
of this generation will be able to live in peace and harmony.

Harshini Dias Amarawardena
Year 9 C
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THE. AABL0 OF READING:

Although today, Television is ‘the the main source of influence in shapeing the mind
of the people printed material, in the form of books, novels, magazines, news
papers and the like continue to remain the primary source of knowledge. Reading
is the vehicle through which such knowledge can be acquired. The knowledge
acquired through reading is invaluable and immeasurable. It helps to develop your
language skill while it also improves one’s writing and conversational skills. Thus,
it is no wonder that Francis Bacon, the renowned Englishman, said, “Reading maketh
a man”.

However, it is unfortunate to observe today, a lack of interest in reading among
school children. The principle reason for this paucity in my view is the free access
to television. Children can hardly be blamed for this. It should not surprise any
critic to be told that the fun and excitement derived by watching a movie on T.V. is
far greater than sitting through a book or novel. In reality, is this factually correct?
Cannot reading a good book or novel be as more exciting than watching a movie?
To one who reads, the answer is no doubt yes. Free availability of video and
electronic games is another distraction that keeps children away from reading. Such
games could even result in addiction and the neglect of a child’s primary concerns
which should be studies and sports - “A healthy body and a healthy mind”.

In this situation it is the duty of parents and teachers to take a lead role to advice
and guide the children. The benefits of reading and the need to strike a balance
between the time spent on reading, watching television, playing electronic games
and sports has to be explained and emphasised. The supervision and guidance of
parents and teachers is most essential, to draw children away from undesireable
puBlications and to ensure the choice of reading material, appropriate to a child’s
age and capacity to understand. '

To develop the habit of reading amongst the children, schools should provide good
reading material which would attract the students to read. They should also
ensure that they make maximum use of the facilities provided for them. The state
should also establish and maintain more public libraries in the city and the villages
1 accross the country. Such measures, 1 believe will help sow the seed for a more
knowledgable and educated generation.

Sumaiya Rizvi
Grade 9 A.
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Television or the small screen has invaded every nook and corner
of the island. Antennae have sprouted from every roof top to
proclaim to one and all that the magic box is in the drawing room,
taking pride of place. It is now no longer a show piece but has
become a necessity for the Sri Lankans who are starved of
entertainment. In fact to many who can’t afford the high price
of theatre tickets and the ever increasing cinema fare, the TV is a

blessing. | " b IMPACT OF

Many housewives say that TV keeps their husbands at home.

The TV is also like an unpaid baby sitter for it provides unlimited
programmes to entertain young children. In fact the TV is a boon
in many homes because of the educational programmes. The
introduction of the Discovery Channel has provided a wealth of
information to the student population of our country. Children,
specially those aged six to ten revel in the programme entitled IN SRI LANKA

“Discovery Kids”.

We have now stepped into the new millennium into a world which is said to be a Global Village. Information
Technology is the much of spoken topic today. However, everyone cannot afford the computer and
access to Inter-net. So the TV which is now found even in shanties provides the youth with a lot of
information in all three languages. Talks, interviews, panel discussions all help to enhance our:
knowledge whether it be on how to avoid dengue or to educate the public on topics of current interest.

We could say that TV has taken the city life into the villages just as much as it has brought
the village into city drawing rooms. The portrayal of rural life and long vanishing customs of
our prople are all highlighted on TV. It has provided an opportunity for talented young people
to display their abilities in the sphere of arts, crafts, dancing and singing.

But TV has it’s negative side too. It has made many of us “couch potatoes” for we sit for hours
in front of the TV and sometimes evern have a TV meal because we do not want to miss a TV programme.
Even today it is difficult to wean a student away from his favourite programme
or programmes. Thus home work is not done and school work is neglected. We also cannot ignore the
fact that continuous watching of TV can result in eye strain and headaches.

We also resent visitors dropping in when our favourite teledrama or film is on. So that visitors feel that
they are not welcome. We have also lost the art of conversation. We have no longer time for discussing
the day’s happenings or converse on any thing of family interest, because TV has robbed us of our
desire for light talk.

It is no wonder that tpeople call the TV the “Idiot Box” for TV is a time killer. Still another negative
feature of television is the violence displayed on TV. Whether it be a detective film or thriller at
least four to five people are dead by the time the film ends. The TV has introduced gun culture
and all forms of horrible ways of killing and disposing of dead bodies. Such violence has
had its impact on the very young. There have been incidents abroad of gun toting kiks who have shot
dfown their classmates after watching similar acts on the screen.

The*invasion of Hindi films has been another aspect of TV which is not welcomed by many
people. Though the sets are gorgeous and colourful and the music wonderful, these films which
are telecast almost on a daily basis have had a negative impact. In these films too violence
reigns and we are shown a fantasy life which rarely has anything to do with reality.

TV advertisements so necessary for the existence of TV channels is something we have to put up with.
Some of t hese advertisements have an adverse effects on children. Most parents cannot afford to buy
foreign chocolates and Walls Ice-cream that fond TV mamas buy their children by the dozen.

However rightly or wrongly TV has come to stay for it is the companion of the lonely people in the
world. It is the means by which we know whats happening within our country and the world out side. It
keeps us abreast of things, keeps us informed. In Sri Lanka TV channels will keep on increasing and
though we may complain yet we will not give up this wonder invention of the 20th century.

Amra Zareer - Year 9 C
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AN IDEAL STUDENT

An ideal student is one who is fully conscious of her duties and aware of her responsibilities.
She paves the way for the younger generations to tread on. Every student should endeavour to be an
ideal one. Students of today are the leaders of tomorrow. A nation can prosper and reach the zenith of its
glory if it has a disciplined army of students.

A student is well up in studies and capable of passing examinations but she may not necessarily
be an ideal student. Such students though having a brilliant record throughout their school
and college life prove utter failures when they enter the field of practical life.

An ideal student lives in accordance with the strict rules of conduct and discipline. This is the

time of life when the foundation is laid for character. It is said, “If wealth is lost, nothing is lost; if health
is lost, something is lost; but if character is lost, everything is lost”. Similarly, without a sense of discipline
the student is like a ship without a rudder, it sails adrift and never comes safely to harbour. She must
obey the rules of schools and colleges and the dictates of her teachers and professors.

She uses her discerning insight whenselecting her companions. She is fully conscious of ensuring that
not even a single evil force will tempt her. She knows well that a single rotten apple spoils all the apples
in the basket.

As we owe a duty towards the members of the family, an ideal student tries to understand how much she
owes to her parents, brothers and sisters. It is her duty to realise that she is under heavy debt to her
parents. The modern trend is that students after completing their studies forget their parents. As soon as
they are married, they try to separate themselves from the parents and thus forget those days of hardship
which the parents had suffered for the healthy growth of their children. An ideal student is not mis-
guided in this manner.

An ideal student is a servant of entire humanity. She should share the worries and other problems of life
with the members of her family. She should also take a keen interest in social work wherever possible.
She should be active in finding out solutions to various complicated problems of society.

An ideal student must possess the above cited qualities. This will also help the nation in the
achievement of prosperity.

Gayani Hettiarachchi - 12 Com.

THINGS AREN’T ALWAYS WHAT THEY SEEM

Once upon a time there were two angels who were tired after a long days journey and were looking for a place to
stay the night. Passing - by they stopped at the home of a wealthy family. They were very rude and refused to let the
angels sleep in the guest room and therefore offered them a place in the basement. While they made their bed, the
older angel saw a hole in the wall and repaired it; when the younger angel questioned him as to why he did it
he mgplied “things aren’t always what they seem......” The next day too tired after a long days journey the two
angels stopped at the home of a poor family to spend the night. They welcomed the angels with open arms and
offered them their own room. The following day the angels found this poor husband and wife lamenting over the
death of their only cow, whose milk had been their sole income for many years. The younger angel was furious and
accused the older angel saying “the previous family was rude and selfish to share their possessions and you helped
them, but this poor family shared everything and yet you let their cow die ?” The older angel said “Things aren’t
always what they seem.....” I discovered gold in the wall which I repaired at the rich man’s house, Isealed it that
he will never find it again; and last night the angel of death came to this poor man’s wife, but I gave him the cow
instead. “Things aren’t always what they seem......”

Sometimes this happens when things don’t turn - out the way we expect them to and we find fault with everyone
around us; but if we sit back and think of the many times nothing has happened the way we expected, we would
realize that every out come was always to our advantage and we may not know it until sometime later. So if at

anytime something unexpected happens remember,

! “THINGS AREN’T ALWAYS WHAT THEY SEEM”.
Fiona Crusz
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Alcoholism and the Curse of Drugs

The second half of the Twentieth Century saw widespread use of drugs, and alcohol especially among
the most important section of our society, the future hope of mankind, our youth. Starting with the
“Beatles” it became fashionable for youth to become ‘Pop’ music fans using drugs, drink and while away
their precious time.

Drugs from then on has been going on up to the present time. Man has been experimenting with drugs
down the ages. ‘Hashish’ and ‘Opium’ are known to have been used. Hashish was used in Eygpt, Turkey
and Greece while Opium was used in China and other eastern countries. It was also used for medical
purposes as ‘Laudanum’ , and addiction was a fact even in the 19th Century England.

Today drugs have reached epidemic proportions from ‘Hemp’, ‘Opium’, ‘Heroin’ to ‘LSD’, ‘Crack’, and
‘Angel dust’. We have paid a price, too heavy to be counted in terms of money. It has to be priced in
terms of young lives, shattered dreams and future hopes.

Now the word ‘Alcoholism’ is frequently used. This means being addicted to or dependent on alcohol.
This is definitely not a new problem like drugs. Most probably from the moment wine was first made,
whichever part of the world it was first made in, there would have been alcoholism.

Producing and selling alcohol is one of the most profitable businesses in the world. Governments rely
heavily on duty from the sale of alcohol so that there is a sort of dependence on this for the balancing of
budget. So you will not find any government banning liquor and it will be a very unpopular government
that could do so.

Alcoholism is found in all segments of society both rich and poor. The victims however are women and
children. First when the bread winner takes to alcohol the money starts to dwindle. Next with greater
demand for the stuff, the money problems for the house-wife becomes worse. Sometimes children who
need the best nourishment go hungry.

However conditions have become worse with “online recipies” for backyard production of chemical
drugs like “crack”. This is cheaply available and gets into it’s net poor children who could not other
wise afford to buy the drugs.

A whole new setup called “The drug culture” came up with it. The trade in drugs is another well paying
trade, in the world. Starting with the Mafia, first in Italy then in America , violence and death came in it’s
wake, gang warfare and street killings became common. Special police trained to handle drug related
offences were trained and employed on the streets.

After ‘Oral’ drugs came the ‘Intravenous’ drugs. This opened up a whole nightmare for everybody ,
Health authorities, society in general and most of all drug users. Tetanus, Hepatitis - B and AIDS came up
in epidemic proportions. To prevent this some governments legalised drugs and supplied clean hypo-
dermic needles.

The result of alcoholism for the family are economic and social degradation. Children are poorly fed and
clothed. They would feel guilty or defiant or cowed and may show anti - social behaviour in school. For
the wife a feeling of failure anger and defiance. For a man, loss of social worth, deterioration of his health
and appearance. Loss of self worth a diseased liver and pancreas, he is also left to deal with alcoholic
nighffmares.

To deal with alchoholism the person has to acknowledge having problems. From this point he or she has
to want to get over the problem and say so. At this point the society known “AA” or “Alcoholics Anony-
mous” will take him or her over and start the curing process. First of course the confession has to come.
Then under medical supervision he or she is helped to withdraw from the addiction.

Going back to the world of drugs we see the drug barons living in castles, their children going to exclu-
sive schools in B.M.W.’s, while the poor children on the street and off it, have to forfeit their future and
their lives. For their parents heart aches, shattered dreams and a sense of failure. For governments a part
of their budget has to be poured out into anti drug campaigns, drug treatment centres, rehabilitation
centres and narcotics squads to solve drug related crimes.

The cost to humanity cannot be computered in any material terms. Lost youth, dead or deranged, it

could only be counted in terms of blood tears and shattered dreams. Education of the young regarding
alcoholism and the use of drugs, is very important for the future well being of the nation.

Tarika Perera - Grade 11 C 5
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SCIENCE f

a dream or nightmare !

Science is to make life easy, to relieve all ill, to save lives and ironically to take lives as well.
As a result, the list of good and bad in science is parallel and endless.

So, when is science good and when does it become bad ?

Science has done so much to help mankind. Likewise it has been adulated and acclaimed by
us. But, really we’re applauding and complimenting our selves, but that’s because we really
deserve it. In any case, science has made our dreams and fantasies come true. Thanks to science
we have fast food, easy ways to communicate, a decrease in health risks, ways to change our
images, procedures to make us feel better....... etc. We accept these benefits as necessities.
Although I really have nothing against cell phones, take a look as to what has happened to it.
Every Tom, Dick and Harry has one. Ask them why and they don’t even know. Cell phones
have earned it’s reputation to be one of the main causes for tumors and migraine but no one
knows the truth of it. Even if they did they wouldn’t tell us the truth now would they ? So, we
face the risks. Our ego has given way to ignore the negative side of science. It has proved that
it could make us feel immortal, invincible and victorious.

These are somethings we itch to have - our fantasies. So if it can make our wishes come true,
why bother about the consequences. After all, science is magic. Every spell has it’s antidote.
Take the computer for instance. It’s almost like the main star in science. It’s the Merlyn in
science, it can do almost anything if programmed. But then what about the viruses ? Well,
generally speaking the Y2K bug was taken care of. We programme it to think but what if we
make a mistake ? All right, we’re too good to make mistakes. What if our ignorance gives into
artificial intelligence ? It’s too good to be true. But take cloning for instance. It existed only in
movies, and two years ago it becomes reality. Who knows in two years time may be we would
have R2D2’s or 3PO’s or may be it wouldn’t be so friendly. If the movie “Cloned” can come to
reality why, can’t “The Matrix” come to reality? Only the future can tell.

Science is no doubt dangerous experimenting, creating or inventing biologically or technically,
we do it for the betterment of mankind. But to use it as a weapon is suicidal. We don’t mean
to use it that way. It just happens. The good and the bad is there to be used. If we use the
good we take precautions to prevent the bad from leaking with it. It’s easier said than done,
but that’s how it should be.

Science, and mother nature are one. They separate and clash only when we get in
the way. We try so hard to fight the forces of nature. Sometimes we win but nature has a way
of getting back at us. Like in the last century during the 1950’s polio was an epidemic, when
“small pox” was eradicated, and now the “Aids” virus spreads while polio is being controlled.
The problem man has is that they don’t accept defeat. As the saying goes “failure is the pillar
of success” , but it’s not always true. Our success over nature can only mean our failure. As a
result when we succeed what price do we pay ?
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